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Abstract

Azargashnasab Fire Temple is one of the great buildings of the Sassanid
period, which was built on the basis of historical sources and archaeological
research by Khosrow lof the Sassanids in Shiz or today’s Takht-e-
Soleiman. There have been many debates by historians and archaeologists
about the original location, formation process, time of use, and especially
the causes of its extinction or destruction. The present article seeks to
answer the ambiguities about the causes of extinction or destruction of this
fire temple based on the study of historical texts and re-reading the report
of archaeological excavations in the area. Some mention the reason for the
extinction of the fire temple as the lack of worshipers and some mention the
expansion of the villages around the fire temple around the fourth century
AH and the narrowing of the area over the fire temple. In this research,
descriptive -analytical method has been used. The results of the research
show that the fire temple was extinguished and finally destroyed not due
to the lack of worshipers or the expansion of the surrounding village, but
probably due to the formation of a new village or town around the end
of the fourth or early fifth century AH. In fact, the authors believe that
from the time of the occupation of this area by the the Muslims untilthe
construction of the Abaga Khan summer palace, there were two villages or
settlements in this area. One of these villages was Zoroastrians who lived
in this area from the first century AH to the end of the fourth century AH at
the same time as the fire temple, and other village was probably Muslim-
Seljuk Turks- who after the destruction of the fire temple and from the fifth
century to around the end of the seventh century AH, they were present in
this area and the fire temple was probably destroyed and extinguished by
the inhabitants of the recent Seljuk village forever.

Keywords: Azargoshnasab Fire Temple, Formation, Life, Deterioration,
Sassanid.
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Introduction

Azargoshnasab Fire Temple is located forty-two kilometers northeast of
the city of Takab in the province of West Azerbaijan next to a beautiful lake
on top of the hills called Takht-e-Soleiman. This first temple has long been
considered by historians and archaeologists due to its nature and beautiful
landscape, as well as its remarkable collection of buildings. In a way,
most Muslim historians and geographers, as well as Roman historians,
have written about it based on the information they have, some of which
are true and some of which are exaggerated and even false. In recent
centuries, many orientalists have visited this collection. They have also
made some interpretations based on their perceptions and interpretations of
ancient sources and texts. One of the very incorrect interpretations was the
attribution of the Parthian city “Fraspeh” to this collection (Schmidt, 1997:
183, 184). The ambiguities surrounding this collection led to excavations
in 1959 by “Fon Drausten” and since 1960. Later by “Nauman” and his
colleaguse and later by Iranian delegations in cluding “Ebrahim Heydari”
from 1372AH. And “Yousef Moradi” since 2001, it should be done there
later and many of the issues and ambiguities that existed about it should
be resolved. However, there are still new issues and ambiguities about the
function or chronology of some buildings, including the Azargashnasab
Fire Temple. This fire temple has been more important than other large fire
temples due to its belonging to Kings and armies (Sarfaraz and Firoozmandi,
1373: 32-38 and Piguluskaya, 1363: 170 and 383). In this fire temple, like
two other large fire temples, the fire of Bahram was worshiped (Moradi,
2009: 163). The fire of Bahram was considered the most important and
scared fire (Boyce, 1375: 327 and Gaiman, 1385: 116-129). This fire
always had to burn with bright flames in any situation (Boyce, 1381: 156).
According to some historians and geographers such as “Abu Delf “ and
“Masoudi” Azargoshnasab fire temple was burning until about the middle
of the fourth century AH and from this date on the fate of this fire temple
and the reasons for its extinction or destruction is unknown. The purpose
of this study is to investigate, analyze and answer the existing ambiguities
about this fire temple.

Identified Traces
According to historical sources, apparently the fire temple of Azargoshnasab
was first located in another area called Ganzkeh or Shiz, which was a city
belonging to the Parthian period, and then in the Sassanid period by Khosrow
Anoshirvan was moved to a new Shiz in Takht-e-Soleiman. Archaeological
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reports also show that this fire temple was built by Khosrow Anoshirvan.
The region in the early Islamic period with peace and the payment of
money on the condition of the freedom of Zoroastrians to perform religious
ceremonies and not to destroy the fire temples. Historical texts show that
this fire temple was still standing in the Islamic period until about the
middle of the fourth century AH. These sources are silent from the middle
of the fourth century AH to the middle of the seventh century AH and have
no reference to this area and the fire temple. According to archeological
reports, from the time of the occupation of this area by the Muslims until
the construction of the Abaga Khan summer palace in the seventh century
AH, there was a village between the fortifications wall and the fire temple
building. According to the historian’s reference to this fire temple until
the middle of the fourth century AH, the excavators believe that this fire
temple existed until about the middle of the fourth century AH, and was
maintained and protected by the residents of the village. The fire temple
has been narrowed and this fire temple has gradually lost its importance
and has become extinct. Although the excavators of this area consider the
main cause of the fire extinguishment tobe the expansion of the existing
village, but the mentioned diggers do not explain why and for what reason
the village that was located around this fire temple and protected this fire
temple until about the 4th century AH. At this time, it decided to expand
the village within the sanctuary and gradually shut it down.

Conclusion

According to the authors of this article, the buildings that were built after
the fourth century AH in the area of the holy place and on its ruins are
not in the continuation of the village from the first to the fourth century
AH and are probably a new village or town because beased on historical
texts and report of the excavations, inhabitants of the original village
were apparently Zoroastrians who were stationed between the wall and
the building of the fire temple to protect themselves and the fire temple
and to hold religious ceremonies, while more attention and research in the
published reports of buildings dating to the Seljuk period, ie built after the
destruction and abandonment of the fire temples because the walls and
architectural remains of these buildings on the ruins of the fire temple and
even in some cases have used the remaining wall from the previous period
as auxiliary wall in new constructions. Therefore, from the authors’ point
of view; from the time of occupation of this area by Muslims until the
construction of Abaqa Khan summer palace, two villages, one of which



/

. M :. :‘ A
Zarei & Moradi ; Disambiguation and Analysis on the Formation... u‘f% 1y
’ ; YO=s054

AN

were Zoroastrians, lived in this area at the same time as the fire temple and
from the first century AH to the end of the fourth or early fifth century AH.
Another was probably the Muslims-the Seljuk Turks- who were present in
the area from the 5th century AH after the destruction of the fire temple,
and the fire temple was probably extinguished forever by the inhabitants of
the recent Seljuk village.
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Map 1. Takht-e Soleyman in the Sassanid
period (Naumann, 1976: 21).
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Map 3. Ilkhanid Takht-e Soleyman palace
and some village buildings of the Seljuk
period (Hoff, 2007, 8).
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Fig 2. The view of the western porch in the
Sasanian period, of which only the right wall
remains today (Pope, 1937:100). The lower
parts of this porch are carved with stone, and
the upper parts are made of brick belonging
to the Sassanid period. The elements above
the bricks, built with stone rubble, belong to

the Ilkhanid period.

8195 (o gl y9a3 g @lalls .Y jguni P
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oL 9 ¢lg! ! .(Naumann, 1964: 17)
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Fig 3. Section and image of the north porch
and its internal staircase in the Ilkhanid
period (Naumann, 1964: 17). This porch
and stairs were built right on the walls of the
south porch of the Atashkadeh (fire temple)
with the same plan. The difference is that the
fire temple’s porch walls are seven meters
lower than the floor of the Ilkhanid period
(Nauman, 2012: 88).
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