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Abstract

Elam is recognized as a key topic for researchers exploring its cultural and
political role in the Ancient Near East, a historical period characterized by
both triumphs and challenges. The cultural artifacts from this time have
been extensively cataloged through archaeological investigations. Among
these artifacts, seals are particularly important as they provide researchers
with a detailed understanding of the cultural events of the era. Moreover,
inscription stamps reveal information about their owners, including their
identities and professions. Through their artistic representations, cylinder
seals illuminate various facets of ancient cultures, including clothes and
fashions, building techniques and decoration, weaponry and furnishings,
agricultural methods and accoutrements, as well as ritual actions and
ceremonies, such as royal hunts, banquets and worship/presentation
scenes. A 2019 examination of a collection from the National Museum of
Iran, which featured 50 Elamite cylinder seals from the Old and Middle
Elam eras, led to the identification of an inscribed seal which had been
recovered from Delfan. Although this seal had been previously reviewed
by Ascalone, its inscription had not been translated until now, revealing
the names of two individuals associated with the seal. It is likely that
these figures were well-regarded scribes. Although the specific location
of the seal is unknown, the inscription and its references in other texts
can provide us with substantial information. This paper will investigate
the seal’s stylistic features and form, analyze the text, and determine its
date. Based on that, this seal is associated with an individual named Sadu-
nasir from the ancient Elam period, which not only illustrates the impact of
Elamite culture in this region (Delfan) but also offers crucial insights into
the relationships between Khuzestan and the Central Zagros in the early
second millennium BC. This research will address the identity of Sadu-
nasir and the reasons for the presence of his seal in Delfan.

Keywords: National Museum of Iran, Cylinder Seal, Delfan, Sadu-nasir,
[li-unneni.
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Introduction

Moorey describes cylinder seals as “the most distinctive artefact created by
the Sumerians”. Indeed, cylinder seals are often found in the excavations
of Mesopotamian sites and other areas of the Ancient Near East for close
to three millennia and form a group of diagnostic artefacts within the
region’s material culture. Cylinder seals are generally valuable artefacts,
as trends, social movements, and changes can be traced in their study.
Much of our understanding of Mesopotamian iconography, imagery of the
gods and mythology comes from glyptic studies, and the images found
on seals further provide an insight into every day, quotidian life that is
unparalleled elsewhere. Cylinder seals, through their depictions, provide
insights into clothes and fashions, building techniques and decoration,
weaponry and furnishings, agricultural methods and accoutrements, as
well as ritual actions and ceremonies, such as royal hunts, banquets and
worship/presentation scenes.

In addition, cylinder seals, particularly those that feature the name
of a ruler or prominent figure, can offer significant insights for dating.
Nonetheless, relying on seals and sealings for dating is fraught with
challenges and requires a cautious approach. Seals and sealings also
provide information concerning the society’s administration and control
mechanisms and testify to trade and social contacts both within a single
community and between communities. However, either by deliberate
design or dearth of information, most past glyptic studies have tended
to focus primarily on Mesopotamianl examples. Indeed, a plethora of
studies has been devoted to the cylinder seals of Mesopotamia. Further
investigations have addressed the glyptic materials of Mesopotamia,
examining aspects such as their functions, production methods, and the
origins of their materials. Readers seeking more information referred to
the works of Collon; moreover, Moorey provides an insightful introduction
to the materials and techniques involved in the creation of Mesopotamian
seals, while the various contributions of Porada lay a solid groundwork
for a more art historical examination of glyptic studies. Matthews offers a
recent and credible introduction to contemporary glyptic research. Finally,
the studies by Ferioli, Fiandra, and Zettler are essential for understanding
the modern utilization of glyptic materials as sources of functional data
rather than solely as artistic creations. Cylinder seals are often used as
evidence for changing patterns of a society’s ethnic, social or cultural
structure. The presence of a particular glyptic style, along with certain
image types or methods of depiction, can illustrate the introduction of

\Archaeological Research of Iran




N\
=R

Archaeological Research of Iran/

Vol. 15, No. 44, 2025

individuals or, more accurately, the influence or contact with other groups.
Thus, the evident rise in Mesopotamian glyptic artifacts at Susa during
the early third millennium BC indicates a more substantial Mesopotamian

cultural influence in that area.

Conclusion

Based on stylistic analysis, comparison, and typology, the relative
chronology of the Sadu-Nasir cylinder seal can be assigned to approximately
1650-1550 BCE. This dating aligns with the period indicated by texts from
Susa that mention the name Sadu-Nasir. If Sadu-Nasir referenced by the
Delfan seal is indeed the same individual as the one named in the Susa texts,
then this seal belonged to a trusted scribe and witness named Sadu-Nasir,
whose name appears in the documents from Susa. His father, Ili-Unneni,
was also a reliable scribe, and it is likely that he is not the same individual
as the Ili-Unneni mentioned in the Manana texts, as those documents date
to the early 20th century BCE.

Sadu-Nasir and Ili-Unneni were contemporaries during the reigns of
Kuk-Nasur II and Kuduzulus 11, with the seal itself also originating from
this era. The dual role of Sadu-Nasir as both scribe and witness suggest
a notable social standing. Given that personal belongings were generally
interred with the deceased, and considering that the Sadu-Nasir seal, akin
to other Luristan cylinder seals, was likely found in a burial setting, it is
plausible that Sadu-Nasir’s tomb is in Delfan. Nevertheless, the finding of
a seal within a funerary context may prompt specific considerations.

Assuming that Sadu-Nasir’s burial site is indeed in Delfan, a number
of questions arise: Was he a native of the Delfan region? What were the
reasons for his interment there, or what led him to Delfan? Given the name
Sadu-Nasir and the fact that his father was active in Susa, it seems unlikely
that he originated from Delfan. Moreover, as previously indicated, the
style of the Sadu-Nasir seal is distinct from the local Luristan style, which
was produced for the inhabitants of the Zagros mountains. This further
substantiates the argument that Sadu-Nasir was not a local resident of
Delfan.

Considering the influence of the Sukkalmah dynasty in the Zagros and
the long-standing cultural and economic connections between Khuzestan
and the central Zagros, it is not surprising to find individuals from Susa
present in this region. As mentioned above, Sadu-Nasir ’s profession was
that of a scribe, and in the Susa texts, he is recorded as a scribe and witness
in property registrations. This occupation appears to have been hereditary,
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as his father and likely his grandfather were also reputable scribes (with
Ili-Unnini described as a distinguished scribe).

It is plausible that Sadu-Nasir traveled to Delfan for the purpose of
registering property and, for unknown reasons, died there, with his body
and seal interred in Delfan. Centuries later, because of processes such
as erosion or illicit excavations, the Sadu-Nasir seal was discovered and
eventually brought to the National Museum of Iran. This artifact has thus
become the subject of historical and archaeological research, and after
3,700 years, the names of Sadu-Nasir and his father, along with their
possible life stories, are once again the focus of scholarly investigation and
are mentioned in this article.

This narrative highlights the complexity of Elamite social structure,
the mobility of officials, and the enduring connections between Elamite
administrative centers and the broader Zagros region, as reflected in both
art histories and archaeological record.
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9 = 5B 0580 S5 o (S 5050 i)y 8150 5 o8 JLL L
bl At b ciliseo LS )0 ;5005 gy oolimgl o3 Jolis Lags
.(Roach, 2008: 473 — 474) siewn
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Contenau &) Lsles LS o (olds ddlate yo  cwlis ybuwl codlad piwso
Schmidt et al.,) ;)L yg3ls g juwlis (o YyieS < 5y pO¢ ) «(Ghirshman, 1935
Vanden Berghe,) ,Lus JS 5 (Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006) doyw )b (1989
45 «(1973; Vanden Beréhe & Tourovets, 1994; Haerinck & Overlaet, 2008
Stein,) wLs ¢ (Stein, 1940: PLXVIIT Y VA « g3l duws) (o ile) oLlyg
Cansdds 5335 3| 35 Lo eyl 5251 siloaiis eBly ... (1940: 304-306; PLXIX
5 (Sduiion 4 31 S ol Dladiges b dlio bl ool g ype aslosel
Schmidt et al., 1989: pl. 259a; Contenau &) cewl sdsl Cawddy pOF
O baoye giiiies 4 jaud jl ddgiSe (slayps .(Ghirshman, 1935: pl. 74.12
Contenau) cowl 33 w3l o p93 3yl bawlgl s 03 o3l jios o 3)l50 1510l
o bl w9 dwolie 4y ang5 L (Y joguad) (& Ghirshman, 1935: 94
BTG olesen 5 3ol st p90 3l Jsl da 40 bgpe o] )b el 9ot
WalS S passl as @glas ol L sl OlgBlas dbge pgo bylia slads¥
aS cawl ;S5 4y pY .(Abdi & Beckman, 2007: 66) cowl yLa)s jpo b coglace

9ot 340 Ly Ao 1B sl Aigas Y ety
Collon, 1987: 51, no.) «(V-Y) o) j ol
Roach,) (O ¢ F) (e j| W diged 9 (193
«.(2008: 472 — 473; Ascalone, 2011:Fig. 2B.12
Fig. 2: Comparable seal specimens to the
studied piece include examples from Larsa
(Collon, 1987: 51, no. 3) and Susa (Roach,
2008: 472-473; Ascalone, 2011: fig. 2B.12).
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g (oL ddluie 30 bbbl codled
Contenau & Ghirshman,) «(Y) JSgls OL‘;
oo L ) (08 () (5 03 s (1935
«(Schmidt et al., 1989) (%) liygss 9 (Vo)
9 (Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006) «(A) 4oyl
Vanden Berghe, 1973; Vanden) «(Y) jluwi-JS
Berghe & Tourovets, 1994; Haerinck &
(S2dsle) «0) 3Ug 4y (Overlaet, 2008
«(Stein, 1940: PL. XVIIT )Y YA ¢ gdloews dow)
551 «(Stein, 1940: 304-306; Pl XIX) <LL
o lodel Cawddy yomd 3 i Lagge ol
AS Sl (B diges U wl.iodg@ ol gy
Sl okl Sy @3¢y 9 (Silpmiaer o
Schmidt et al., 1989, pl. 259a; Contenau)
as Sr4 :a (& Ghirshman 1935, pl. 74.12
B el sl 55 JLS g s ablius!

OFY (BU5,K) Cuas oo
Fig. 3: The distribution of comparable
specimens to the Sadu-Nasir seal shows
greater concentration in central Zagros and
Susa than from excavations at Tepe Jamshidi
(4) (representing the first archaeological
activities in the Delfan region) and Giyan
Nahavand (Contenau & Ghirshman, 1935:
3). Additional parallels come from Sorkh
Dom (9), Kamtarlan (11), Chogha Sabz (10),
and Khatunban (6) (Schmidt et al., 1989),
Bani sormeh (8) (Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006),
Kaleh-Nesar (7) (Vanden Berghe, 1973;
Vanden Berghe & Tourovets, 1994; Haerinck
& Overlaet: 2008), Tepe Nurabad (5)
(Maeilbag; Seyyed Sajjadi, 1999), and Talyab
(Stein, 1940: 304-306; P1. XIX). Most of these
seals were recovered from grave contexts.
The Sadu-Nasir
comparability with specimens from Tepe
Jamshidi and Sorkh Dom (Schmidt et al.,
1989: pl. 259a; Contenau & Ghirshman,
1935: pl. 74.12). This includes a seal provided
to Schmidt by Asadollah Khan, the governor
of Delfan (Authors, 2024).

seal shows particular
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86 (Meém., XVIII, n* 321)

1. eqlum zitti (ilu) Samas Se-mi to. ta(»-ad-ni kaspim i-na-an-di-in

qa-du-um im-an-na pén Sin i-di-nam

u u-#a-al-li-fu pan Ri-im Ku-ri-is

| Nu-ur (ilu) Lama pan (ilu) Sudinak mu-ba-li-if
5. a-na 5 diqil kaspim [ Sa-du na-zi-ir

a-na e-zi-ip ta-ba-al 15. ni$ Ku-uk (ilu) Na-su-ur

a-na Se-im samadammim u Ku-du-zu-lu-us

u kakkim u-$e-zi it-ma

sa ib-ba-la-ka-tu

94 P oy 500 (Sadl-nasir) y ol gud pLs do asliseisgs o3l i
Gl 00 1S3 codal Comwdds o | 4S g 0 el L ¢laeds y ol
$a-du-na-zi-» &g 9 59y 99yl L .(Scheil, 1930: 100: no. 86: 14)
u'l:")) ,nL': REAW PR Ao oLé.‘b)_e(o :\.uuy Mol Comd yunsi 9 L (s (r
=hIo/ Sl e )5 saalis Glsieds 35 poligds Ha (IIT-unndni) « 3!
=8 lgaeas) «(Scheil, 1932: 1: no. 166: 36) ouis e g 31 >4 40
YYV9 V85 25 99 50 (¥ jwguas) «(Scheil, 1932: 76: no. 221, 11) cew! (sl
sl (bl o LS o wals olgre 4 (Ri-im-ki-ya) (S poy) pLd (63,8 pU
59 72 35 (sl (bl oS oy e 08 99 0 AS sl 031 (S aS 0 155
Byl (ol 23el tinl a0 oS poy b Loy o g diimd 3)8 SO ablyyd oy
ol LS 2559 69y 3 9 10 S
Cod B 3 aS 035y pgye el iz 90 9 o Bl (o )3 ASyslos
@ylas s ol o el loiedr (gal)31 a5 ain b 9o o Laalyy [ 3 L g ol
210y 8 podl o a0, S g9y Lol 4o gt BRS 50 pBn e b aisS
el (ladlaylyd 10 dges (gl tawl cglate 15 Ul slass g laslis plis
W5y (YL coonl 48T S5lg3 0558 L g &y aannds ¢ gy d L iy railo
ool luals s Canss gyl olsl Llbolyls puis olials
Teissier, 1998:) diseun plg (slacl g oylal du basye (claolsylyd aile coseolisS
aS gy Sl Jolis oy clol jo laalis cawpd ¢ bl uen 43 ¢(113
um-mi-a) (g3 pdids (dub-sar) colS (sl w)lye (SSUES cladieg
Golblus 54515 593 55 4 (6 Sojlusl Gl &S SLuS (10 € 65 gar
Sle @luass b goly8l lagysle jo o Lsls . (Westbrook, 2003: 167) aisls
30 5392 0400 yiigel Calise cle gioge 43 (abled g piibgd dine) 53 A5 W39
ey Jgbo )0 Lol g )l (spbojl o (slav ST s L] Gua day|
L 0080 s asd S sme 1551 0,059 (S5 slovdin don Sai¥ j> Lo
b Ol yeSTas oS olul ) (g Lo oyl ccolesys s34 a0l ds i
o colS el csylpe a9y g o p3ye yidin 45 Sl 51 .09 o axs b
(B9 o5 diw)S 3550 45" SLuS) olgre o iyl By (LslS .04 Lolis oy

221

H9l (A g 0l gy U p55:F pusuai A
Scheil, 1930: 100: no. 86:) g =lgJl (5955

.(14; Scheil, 1932: 76: no. 221, 11
Fig. 4: The names Sadu-Nasir and Ili-unneni
are mentioned on tablets from Susa (Scheil,
1930: 100: no. 86, 1. 14; Scheil, 1932: 76: no.
221, L. 11).
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.(Fig. 1. 8
Fig. 5: Depiction of Neo-Assyrian scribes in
the palace of Tiglath-Pileser III at Nimrud
(Taylor, 2011: 24, Fig. 1).

S8 DH31939555 9 390555 U 1555 pugu
Scheil, 1930: 100: no. 86; Peyronel,) A5 cgJ
V¥ .(2018: 219
Fig. 6: The names Kuk-Nashur and Kudu
zulush are mentioned on Tablet 86 (Scheil,
1930: 100: no. 86; Peyronel, 2018: 219).

b Jlowd ey g3 (bS53l 2 ) Ra 9 (g gL LS,

Glasner,) J53g0 395y 31y 31 yoy5aiadyad 5l L oyl 51 6yl § IS o Cipogs
L olojen a8’ Lb (585,150 (sladlio yo (26 15) -(O yguas) (2004: 14
Spge coliS Jad 45 Um0 gragi 039 (Gokl gaed) 5 (2hygexr cilab
odaline o8 50 ynaud ¢yate yo 4xSS -l .(Van Kopeen, 2011: 154) cuol 0040
oSy SpinS eods o8 b )90 5 el p90 )l SLETL Lol
9 ol con (o @IVAY=IV00) (hgex e 5l ojzgd (¥ Lwilsed)
O laals 5 oLl 51 (B a8 ol bbb o iolidl Gios 51 (ion olaals
P93 bylid cewss daus 4o ¢(van Lerberghe, 1986) dsols o St Lol
29 el @b By 4 350 0 (1958 S an o el 2l el e
.(Charpin, 2010: 43) g L dxie dalis oylgicds (0], 31 L 5,8 o inn

59 9 (Scheil, 1930: 100: no. 86: 14) suis 43 ; ol gais pLb a5 >o) 50
Ll o S Cowl oas 1S3 55 ;800 185 99 pL (ke s 3ol ol £ o
(Kuknagur) (523558 3,8 93 o] pb oS oS 5 5u8s (6))3850,li 4o
009 Zledl 5l (B sles! jo el o cowl (Kuduzulug) « josl959945) o
Ll ygbatads og5 45 ol 0aib o 155 dilaludlcals 5 oLis s LigygeS
el ;3 Ly .(Clayden, 1989: 162) ol oaiis oo 53 o] (4o 4y (yduiido
Pl el 03,8 1551, ol gt s a8’ e (slail )3 51559955 9 )5-23S5S
Lol as aS coul (5559355 5 )5-8355S cngSn L ye ol G8S (Slojen
Jm) plio 33 (g5 Ailaludlcols b5 95935 9 30! JSgw Ly oL )5 2SS lgl, 6
rrebgid ol olej g o) E)b wlysie Il (5 jpga) cowl g jlasleyd
P S5 T 5235550 (s L i ol il 4055 it 15550 )
(e V¥0) (bl B9 (oh b gloja 45 lasleyd / cuns] TT 51559355 5
.(Peyronel, 2018: 219) 1S 0 Bduo 1505 0 CngS>

Kutir-Nahhunte T son of
(1) Shiruk-tuh
Temti-Agun B, T,S sister’s son of  sukkal of Susa
86 (Mon., XV, n* 223) Shiruk-tuh
Kutir-Shilhaha T sukkal
Kuk-Nashur (I) B2, G,S sister’s son of  sukkal of Susa Ammi-Saduqga
1. oqlum gitti (ilu) Samas o-mi 10. taP}-ad-ni kaspim i-na-an-di-in Temti-Agun " sukkal of Elam of Babylon 1
55 i &n Sin i-di-na sister’s son of (1645 BC)
qa-du-um -Eq im 1m-an-na P [ l‘ﬂvl- l:nu\?‘!}- Shilhaha
u u-83-al-li-su pan 31-1111 l\9~r1-is _ Kiiduziilish T ligalinEsi
Y Nu-ur (ilu) Lama pan (ilu) Sudinak mu-ba-li-it fiis)
5. a-na 5 Bigil kaspim i 0 Sa-du na-zidir Kuk-Nashur B2, S sister’s son of  sukkal of Elam
a-na e-zi-ip 1a-ba-al 15. ni¢ Ku-uk (ilu) Na-su-or (111) Shilhaha sukkal of Elam,
a-na fe-im famadlammim u Ku-du-za-lu-ud Shimashki and Susa
u kakkim u-de-zi itma Tan-Uli S, T,G sister’ssonof sukkal
2a ib-ba-la-ka-tu Shilhaha
Temti-halki B,G sister’s son of  sukkal of Elam, Shi-
Shilhaha mashki and Susa
Kuk-Nashur S, G sister’s son of
V) Tan-Uli

0l gduis yau pLs S (Scheil, 1932: 76: no. 221, 11) YY) 450 50 (ywixon
sl (Kabithiti) « o ceud) pbias (63, pb el o 1S3 (S vmy olyon s
P aliseingd .ol (Rabibi) « o 2 pLdo (63,8 303yb o e .ol
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Fig. 7: The location of the Rabibi manor house at Susa (after modified: Matthews & Fazeli Nashli, 2022: Fig. 10.3).
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