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Abstract

By discovery of the first traces of the burial of the dead during the
Paleolithic period, the important issue of the existence of burial among
prehistoric societies was raised. This view has always been debated and
has led to different opinions. Among the emerging human species, there
is considerable evidence of the burial of a Neanderthal species that lived
throughout Eurasia during the Middle Paleolithic. In the present article,
in addition to listing the various characteristics and cognitive abilities of
Neanderthals, of which the ritualistic and complex burial behavior of the
dead is one of the most important, some areas with Neanderthal burial
remains the human remains have been selected and the burial space inside
them has been measured and examined. The Neanderthal burial issue is
complex and somewhat ambiguous. In this article, above all, the points
where there were human remains have been considered so that we can at
least know where to start when exploring a cave or rock shelter and focus
on which areas to put. In this regard, by focusing on the form and plan of the
area and dividing its space into four equal parts, the location of the remains
was identified. Subsequently, it was observed that on average, burial was
more in which area of the caves or shelters and in which part of them
was less. This trend was studied separately at a different time and place
intervals and its diversity and changes over time and in the geographical
extent of Neanderthals were studied. Accordingly, Neanderthals 130 to 70
thousand years ago and Neanderthals 70 to 40 thousand years ago, as well
as Neanderthals in Europe and Asia were examined separately to determine
that each group of them usually found the bodies of their dead in which

part of the cave or rock shelter did they bury?
Keywords: Neanderthal Man, Middle Paleolithic, Eurasia, Burial, Cave,
Rock Shelter.
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Introduction

One of the important questions about Neanderthal, which has led to
different views, is the existence or absence of burial in this human species
that lived in the middle Paleolithic period (about 250 to 40 thousand years
ago). The first site to be found in the remains of some archacologists
and anthropologists could have shown the burial of Neanderthal was the
ancient Lafrice site in France discovered in 1909 (unity of descent and
essence, 1396). Also, the remnants of Neanderthal skeletons have been
obtained from areas such as Lashaplo-au-Sunnah, due to the fact that it is
operating, La Quina, Cropina, Chic Tash and many other areas in Europe
and Asia. One of the interesting examples of these remains was the remains
of the Shaniar Cave in Iraq, which was explored between 1951 and 1960
by American archeologist Ralph Solecki and sparked various discussions.
Solecki obtained evidence by exploring the remains of the Shanidar Cave,
which in his view showed that the Neanderthals buried their dead and
respected some kind of their dead (Solecki 1963; Solecki 1971; Solecki
1975). However, some experts largely denied the existence of burial
among the Neanderthals (Gargett, 1999). But what matters in this regard
is the existence of human remains in these areas and their status. Factors
such as the location of burial bodies, the form of burial pits, their density
and dispersion, their size and structure, their distance from each other and
similar cases are factors that can be considered. In this context, the study of
the location of the cave or rocky shelter, the recognition of its geographic
context and the focus on the form and plan of the site is very important.
This research is intended to examine the above and the relevant data and
consider the burial points within the enclosures and ultimately provide a
number of relative statistical data in relation to which places the burial
evidence is more or less in each area.

The main purpose of this research is to know that usually the human
remains of Neanderthal are located in the caves, in which parts, and in this
way we also know where to start exploration while drilling in an intermediate
Paleolithic area and where to dig the main layers of the layering. In the
previous article, in addition to introducing and enumerating some of the
characteristics of Neanderthal’s human species, they have tried to first
measure their human remains in terms of location in caves. Then examine
its diversity and changes over time and in different parts of Eurasia.

The main questions of this research are that the human remains of
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Neanderthal have usually existed in which areas of the area and have these
areas changed and moved in different time and place areas? In this regard,
three hypotheses can be proposed. In general, it seems that human remains
are mostly located on the side edges of caves in the middle of them. It is
also expected that the location of the bodies has changed over time and has
been different in the areas attributed to the Neanderthal-beginning areas
with the areas related to the late Neanderthal. In addition, it seems that this
trend has been different in different parts of the Neanderthal presence in
Eurasia, and human remains in Europe have been higher than in the Middle

East, in previous sections of caves.

Discussion

So far, 300 Neanderthals fossils have been discovered from about 130
sites around the world. Neanderthals are one of the most well-known
species in the process of the generation of human species. The species
known as ‘“Neanderthal man” emerged in Europe through the evolution
and speciation of the Heidelberg human societies and gradually spread
throughout Eurasia. This human species, which is the closest and most
similar species to us, has a special place and importance in the human

evolutionary tree.

Conclusion
In this discussion, some Neanderthal burial sites were selected and their
remains were studied in terms of location in caves and rocky shelters.
Subsequently, their diversity and changes were examined over time and
in different parts of Eurasia. In this regard, the cave space or shelter was
divided into four equal parts and was named in the direction of the clock to
the A-D areas. It was then investigated which funerals existed in which of
these squares. According to analyzes, it was found that burial Neanderthal
was present in most areas in D and C squares. Therefore, Neanderthal often
seems to have buried dead bodies in the middle of the cave. Therefore, the
first hypothesis of this paper, according to which it was thought, funerals
often existed at the edge of the cave to be rejected in the middle of them.
According to the classification of the sites to the two old and new groups,
it became clear that the burial of the Neanderthal has undergone changes in
the time range of their presence. In older burial grounds, there were burial
in all square A to D, if the new areas, squaresA and B were empty of burial.

This analysis confirms the second hypothesis. The second hypothesis
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was based on the fact that the burial place of the Neanderthal bodies was
different in the early periods of their emergence with subsequent periods
of their presence. Therefore, Neanderthal burial seems to have been carried
out in different time periods in various parts of the caves.

The burial of European sites was investigated separately from Asian
sites and it was determined that European areas in all squares A to D were
subject to burial, but Asian areas in square A were empty of burial. Based
on this analysis, the third and final hypothesis of this topic is confirmed.
It was thought that the burial of European sites, in relation to Asian sites,
would be greater in the previous sections of caves that include the A & B
squares. European Neanderthal seems to have placed bodies in the previous

parts of the cave.
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Table 1. Distribution of Neanderthal burials in different parts of the sites (Author, 2022).
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Table 2. Distribution of Neanderthal burials in different parts of the sites in the span of time (Author, 2022).
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Table 3. Distribution of Neanderthal burials in
different parts of the sites in the geographical
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area (Author, 2022).
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Codigiey
1. La Ferrassie
2. La Chapelle-aux-saints
3. Le Moustier
4. La Quina
5. Krapina
6. Teshik Tash
7. Shanidar
8. Homo Sapiens
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10. Amédée, Jean & Paul Bouyssonie
11. In Situ
12. Old-Man
13. Vézeer
14. Hauser
15. Peyrony
16. Gustave Chauvet
17. Henri Martin
18. M.Bertranet
19. Lascaux Cave
20. Roger Constant
21. E. Bonify
22. G. Laplace-Jauretche
23. F. Bordes
24. Zagreb
25. Karl Gorjanovic_Kramberger
26. Electron Spin Resonance (ESR) Daiting
27. Hisashi Susuki
28. Wadi el-Mughara
29. Francis Turville-Peter
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30. Alexey Pavlovich Okladnicov
31. Karst Cave or Solution Cave
32. Smithsonian Institution
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