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Abstract

The Proto Elamite period is a period in the history of the Iranian plateau,
which covers the period from 3300 to 3000 BC. unlike previous periods,
This period is located on a large area of the Iranian plateau for the first
time, where different societies, used social complexities in an integrated
way. Due to the similarity in culture and managerial structure, it can be
seen that political connections and affiliation have probably been formed
between them. according to limited excavations, Unfortunately the Proto
Elamite period cannot be fully described in all these connections. In the
present study, the authors are using descriptive-analytical method and
collecting information by documentary method from the excavations, seek
to find connections based on linear tablets (Proto Elamite) and the role
of seal in the Proto Elamite areas which are geographically distant and
show a political-economic border, including: Uzbek hill in Qazvin plain
(northwest), Shahr-e Sokhteh in Sistan and Baluchestan, Yahya hill in
Kerman (southeast), Sofalin Tepe in the east of Tehran province (northeast)
and Shush hill in the west of present-day Khuzestan (southwest). According
to the analysis of the constituent elements of the tablets of each area,
despite preserving the native writing style and range of phonetic names,
Common management system and relatively identical seal designs have
been developed which are different from other areas. In the previous period
(Susa IT) nothing similar to the plateau of Iran has been found and it can
be guessed that a union based on the geographical structure of the plateau
of Iran was formed in the fourth millennium BC. Perhaps the reason
for the formation of these connections was political commonalities and
common interests between different ethnic groups, these along with other
factors such as: ancient roads and natural landscape of Iran, have led to its
formation.

Keywords: Proto-Elamite, Proto-Elamite Writing, Elamite Union, Proto-
Urbanization, Early Governments.
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Introduction

The term “Proto Elamite” was invented in the early twentieth century
for a writing system and then used as a referring to a cultural identity
based on the same archacological data. As a general estimate, this word
has several meanings, but in Pittman’s view it introduces this period with
various indicators such as a writing system, the art of stamping and other
evidence of the existence of a complex management system that has no
Mesopotamian origin (Pittman, 1997: 135). John Alden in his article
about Elamite Bases in Iran mentions this period as a widespread cultural
phenomenon throughout Iran (Alden, 1982, 613), which is probably relying
on carbon 14 experiments conducted in Qoli Darvish, Sofalin (Hessari et
al: 2021), Tal Maliyan (Wright and Rupley, 2001: 12) and Sialk (Fazeli
Nashli, 2019: 9) cover an average period of 3350 to 2950 BC.

Today, there are various sites from this period in Iran, some of which
have been excavated, so far, Tablet of Proto Elamite origin have been
obtained in 8 of these sites, which include 1. Susa 2. Sialk 3. Gesar hill 4.
Yahya 5. Tal Maliyan 6. Shahre-Sokhteh 7. Uzbeki 8. It is a cephalopod
hill (Desset, 2012: 4-7). In some areas such as: Sanjar hill and Kaleh Koob,
pottery features have been found which seems they have not been able to
identify the Proto Elamite Tablet due to the small excavation space.

Targets and Necessity of the Research: To investigating the cohesion
of Elamite period management technique data and its relationship with
the strategic structure of the Iranian plateau, which probably indicates
the formation of a union of different tribes of the plateau and probably is
the reason of its formation is to maintain interests of a common political-
economic issue.

Questions and Hypotheses of the Research: Important questions
have been raised in this research such as:

What areas are included in the Proto Elamite based on the tablets and
management techniques?? What are the indigenous cultures in the Proto
Elamite writing? What factors shape this political-economic connection?

According to the limited excavations that have been done from the
historical period, the range of the Proto Elamite includes a large part of
the Iranian plateau, including the Qazvin plain in the northwest, the Kaleh
Koob area in Khorasan Razavi in the northeast and the Shahre-Sokhteh
in the south and finally the Khuzestan plain in the southwest include this
cultural area. All of these areas have shared a common writing system,
and this is the case even if there is an example Proto Elamite tablets in
the land of Mesopotamia as well as an example of cuneiform tablets
(Mesopotamian Writing). It is not found in the Proto Elamite range. Within
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this boundary, the Proto Elamite writing in each area, while maintaining
the standards of Proto Elamite in Writing and management technique, had
a local style, which, of course, has been confirmed by elemental analyzes.
As the distance between these regions widens, the phonetic cues show us
differences in the Tablet, probably due to linguistic differences, which are
embedded in the Writing system. In terms of management technology and
the role of the Proto Elamite seals, it is the same in most areas and this is
unlike previous periods (the first half of the fourth millennium BC on the
plateau of Iran). The location of most of these sites in communication routes
may have been the reason for the formation of these cultural commonalities
and common economic interests between different ethnic groups. Formed

from communities in the late fourth millennium BC.

Discuss

Recent studies have shown that the Proto Elamite writing of thought is
similar to that of the Cuneiform in Mesopotamia, as well as a phonetic
system similar to that found in any culture of the fourth millennium BC.
Unseen has, many years ago, Francois Desset good researches on the
nominal variables of the Proto Elamite and the difference of the nominal
signs of each region, which has become the model of the above research.
One of the differences in spelling among the Proto Elamite areas in Iran
is related to the recognition of nominal sequences with the phonetic
system because nouns as well as syllabic phonemes return to the linguistic
structure and are separate from the line structure. Due to the small number
of Tablet found in Shahr-e Sokhteh, Gesar, Uzbeki and Sialk, they lack
nominal sounds and can not be used as specimens. But in the Tablet of
the texts of Susa, Yahya, Maliyan and Sofalin hill, a number of names
with phonetic structure are mentioned and they are a good example for
examining the linguistic differences between different areas. In the study
of nominal signs with the phonetic structure of Yahya hill, nominal slopes
with 2 signs (sound) and one case with 3 signs were observed. Susa from
2 to 7 nominal phonetic sequences can be seen among the Proto Elamite
Tablet, which probably had both long-voiced and short-voiced nouns in
Susa, but in Yahya most of the nouns They have used two sounds, and
Maliyan is most similar to Susa in terms of the number of domains. With
the formation of the Proto Elamite period in the field of management and
Seal motif, the same roots are formed among the people of Khuzestan with
the people of the Iranian plateau. This technique probably has little effect
on Uruk culture. They all come from a series of similar designs.
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Conclusion

Among the Proto Elamite sites, all are identical in structure of the form,
writing, and illustration of linear symbols and Seal motif. But indigenous
culture has also been involved in the structure of illustration. The authors
believe that the reason for these differences is that probably due to the
existence of indigenous cultures and linguistic structures of the tribes
who used the Proto Elamite writing, and in addition to the same writing,
they are different from the previous style of management and stamping.
In other words unlike in the past, they have abandoned the native style of
management and stamping and have used a stamping style with specific
symbols in their management. The reason for this integration can be
attributed to multiple factors and it is examine that if the ancient ways
and climate of the Iranian plateau, cultural beliefs and most importantly
economic interests are common. Due to the strategic location of the
explored Proto Elamite sites and the great importance these societies have
attached to the economy, the reason for this importance can be attributed
to the very complex recording and high volume of Tablets which all
have an economic theme. According to the interpretations provided and
integration with historical sources and the results of archaeological survey
of the Iranian plateau in the second half of the fourth millennium BC, it
can be considered that maybe the reason of decreases in Khuzestan plain
population is based on climate change in southwestern Iran which led
many people to migrate to the lands inside the plateau of Iran by changing
their lifestyle to nomadism. Meanwhile, the Maliyan area is reaching its
peak, and in order to maintain economic interests and extensive economic
relations, a union of communities contain peoples of the Iranian plateau
with various languages is being formed. With the emergence of historical
and literary texts in Mesopotamia, scholars become acquainted with such
a union in the history of the third millennium BC of the land of Ilam, and
probably the roots of the formation of such a union should be at the end of
the fourth millennium BC.
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Fig. 7. Impression seals of the Uruk site
in Mesopotamia and its comparison with
impression seals of the same time horizon in
the Iranian plateau (Authors, 2020).
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