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Abstract

The Belgian Archaeological Expedition obtained important findings about
the Bronze and Iron Ages of Pusht-I Kuh which resulted in the drawing
of a chronological framework and understanding the burial traditions
of that periods of Pusht-I Kuh. However, an important issue that should
be considered, this is that expedition only sought to discover and study
cemeteries and no settlement sites were studied. Besides, such cemeteries
have often been identified by accident or during scattered surveys and has
never been conducted regular and purposeful archeological survey, with
aiming to explain the process and quality of cemeteries formation and
cultural sequence of Pusht-I Kuh. The purpose of this paper is making clear
the time distribution pattern of cemeteries and cultural sequence of Pusht-1
Kuh at Bronze and Iron Ages. The present study seeks to answer these
questions: What is the time distribution pattern of cemeteries at Pusht-I
Kuh at Bronze and Iron Ages? Has the process of formation of cemeteries
been continuous or have there been any interruptions in this process? What
is the status of the cultural sequence of Pusht-I Kuh in Bronze and Iron
Ages? It is assumed, by conducting a purposeful archaeological survey,
can be obtained a specific framework regarding the quantitative and
qualitative process of cemeteries formation as well as the status of Pusht-1
Kuh cultural sequence at these periods. For this purpose, in the winter of
2015, an archaeological survey was conducted. As a result, it was found
that the cemeteries were distributed in two time periods, includes the Early
Bronze Age cemeteries and Iron Age cemeteries. In the last two centuries
of the third millennium B.C. and the Middle and Late Bronze Ages, the
process of cemetery formation declined. However, two settlement sites
with deposits of Middle and Late Bronze Ages, were identified. During the
Late Iron Age, multiplied the number of cemeteries.

Keywords: Bronze and Iron Age cemeteries, Archeology of Pusht-I Kuh,
Archeology of Death.
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Introduction

Pusht-I Kuh due to its environmental conditions, has often been considered
as a winter pasture for nomads. Cemeteries are the most important cultural
remains which are left of them. During extensive surveys and excavations
by the Belgian Archaeological Expedition obtained extensive data and
knowledge about the Bronze and Iron Ages at Pusht-I Kuh which resulted
in the drawing of a chronological framework and understanding the burial
traditions of those periods. The important issue, however, is that the main
purpose of these studies was to discover cemeteries and emphasized one
aspect of culture, namely cemeteries and no settlement sites were studied.
Besides, such cemeteries have often been identified by accident or during
scattered surveys and has never been conducted regular and purposeful
archeological survey, with aiming to explain the process and quality of
cemeteries formation and cultural sequence of Pusht-I Kuh. We do not
have a clear picture of the quantitative and qualitative process of cemetery
formation, as well as the status of the cultural sequence of Pusht-I Kuh or
possible interruptions in this process. We cannot explain with certainty the
time distribution pattern of cemeteries at Bronze and Iron Ages. On the
other hand, because other cultural deposits of this period have not been
seriously considered, the status of the cultural sequence of Pusht-I Kuh in
the Bronze and Iron Ages is ambiguous.

The purpose of this study is to explain the time distribution pattern of
cemeteries at Pusht-1 Kuh at Bronze and Iron Ages and also to introduce the
status of the cultural sequence in this period. It is necessary to review the
cultural situation of Pusht-1 Kuh, at the desired period through purposeful
archeological survey. For explain the status of the cultural sequence of
Pusht-1 Kuh, both burial and settlement deposits should be considered.

The present study seeks to answer the following questions: What is
the time distribution pattern of cemeteries at Pusht-I Kuh at Bronze and
Iron Ages? Has the process of formation of the mentioned cemeteries been
continuous or have there been any interruptions in this process? What is
the status of the cultural sequence of Pusht-I Kuh in the Bronze and Iron
Ages? It is assumed, by conducting a purposeful archaeological survey,
can be obtained a specific framework regarding the quantitative and
qualitative process of cemeteries formation as well as the status of Pusht-I
Kuh cultural sequence at these periods.

Archaeological survey of Chavar district and findings
Archaeological survey of Chavar district was performed in winter of



N\

0 E' "‘2 “a
){’g - .U’Uﬁ{ Vol. 12, No. 34, Autumn 2022

/

2015. Chavar district is located at northwestern of Ilam province and is
conterminous with Diyala region in Iraq.This part of Pusht-I Kuh, consists
of two rural district called Boli (in the west) and Arkavazi (in the east). The
study area covers an area of about 250 square kilometers and includes the
whole of Boli and the western half of Arkavazi.

At the archeological survey of Chavar district, ancient deposits of
Bronze Age were identified in 12 sites and ancient deposits of Iron Age
were identified in 25 sites. Ten item of Bronze Age sites are cemeteries
which all belong to the Early Bronze Age. Early Bronze Age A deposits
was identified in three sites, Early Bronze Age B deposits was identified
in five sites and Early Bronze Age C deposits was identified in three sites.
No burial remains from the Middle Bronze Age and Late Bronze Age were
identified, but, are identified tow settlements sites, that one of them contains
deposits of the Middle Bronze Age, simultaneously with the Sokalmach
period in Susiana plain; and other contains deposits of the Late Bronze
Age which is simultaneous Middle Elam II-III. These two settlements are
located in the south of the study area and along river routes.

At Tron Age, we are witnessing the re-emergence of cemeteries and
once again, nomadic life flourished in Pusht-I Kuh. All of Iron Age sites are
cemeteries associated with nomads. A total of 25 cemeteries belonging to
the Iron Age were identified. Most of the identified sites in the archeological
survey of Chavar district, are related to this period. In terms of internal
divisions, 6 cemeteries belong to the Early Iron Age and 19 cemeteries
belong to the Late Iron Age.

Conclusion

Archaeological findings show that Bronze and Iron Ages nomads have not
migrated to the winter pastures of Pusht-I1 Kuh, Evenly and consecutively,
but also in the process, has occurred a long break. After the collapse of the
Uruk system, appear cemeteries throughout Pusht-1 Kuh at Early Bronze
Age and this condition, which is gradual and uniform, it continues until the
last centuries of the third millennium B.C. In the final phase of the Early
Bronze Age and simultaneously with the Shimashki period in Susiana
plain, the process of forming cemeteries stopped and this break continued
for about a millennium. In fact, Pusht-1 Kuh emptied of nomads, until the
end Bronze Age. However, two settlement sites with Middle Bronze Age
and Late Bronze Age deposits were identified, which located in the south
of the study area and along river routes. With the beginning of the Early

Iron Age, we are witnessing the re-formation of cemeteries in the region.
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Cemeteries were distributed in two time periods, one is the Early Bronze
Age cemeteries that were formed during the third millennium B.C., and
other Iron Age cemeteries that can be seen throughout this period. The
population of Pusht-I Kuh nomads increased significantly, in the Late Iron
Age.
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Plan. 2: Location of Bronze Age sites

(Mazaheri,

2020).
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Fig. 1: A megalithic grave of Phase B of the
Early Bronze Age — discovered at Ban Kaleh
(Mazaheri, 2016: fig. 421)
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Plate. 1: potteries of Bronze Age (Mazaheri,
2020).




N\

Gl y5
ﬂ/(‘:)&dt %/ “ 05 Ero g3 9 gy (slag oS Sloj @i (595 18yl
- . o

/
‘t;—bdud“ﬂﬂ@éawﬂ'ds-‘—*’ Ay o Jy8 diged S oo 8,93 Sy 00193 o S5 ot SUy) (53 hogi | ),
ARG “s)&“o ) (RS PE S WP ve| eSS P vey W
. Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006, pl. 40: 34 O lomy S5 | A 8 e e «Slogtd () iy 05 ($3555 S5 by eeyd \
Table. 2: Catalogue of potteries of Plate. 1 & 25: 10. o s
snlio ¢jlciam
(Mazaheri, 2020). Haerinck & Overlaet, 2002, fig. 6: 1, O lmy S5 | A §he (I g Sine i IS b )5 IS b (5,6 395 Y
4-5; 2008, fig. 13: 34, 40. ol 5 50,8 <) 93 4 GBS werelis Gl
Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006, fig. 11: 9; Fogh | A p ke (Faxa (6355 S5 e (5,0 (6355 S5 Libe ey Y
2008, fig. 12: 3-6 s 2 aslis flocass
Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006, fig. 11: Yogh | B g (e e (£3555 IS by (93555 IS ey (53959 ¥
10-11. 3oy S ccwlie Glwcuod
Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006, fig. 12: Yol | B ke Slotasd ¢ Sdxe w5 (£3956 Sibg 0y (£3956 Sibg ey 5
17,15 & 19. 508 9 ol ) 93 & A sclin
Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006, fig. 11:2, | Vv Jly JS b | B s gyie | locs (bine (3956 5 by « 555 S5 Lhbsy 53955 5
5&12. Sloged i caslio
MacMahon, 2006, pl. 107: 4-5; Fajer | Cmiim | G @555 5 by Gu 93555 S5 Jidy o J)se 23555 v
Haerinck & Overlaet, 2006, pl. 48: 5. el oy o JT 5 iee
Carter, 1980, fig. 32: 1 & fig. 38: 8; Fajer | Cmibéme (Slogad (S5y by T eslogrd (S5, Lt BT w0y 3956 A
MacMabhon, 2006, pl. 118: 111. icslie Gl ol 5 itne
Carter, 1980, fig. 35: 3-4. Fajer | Cmdime clscasd ¢ 1 g dxe (63555 I ibsy (53956 (53956 Q
e yy Bkl
Carter, 1981, fig. 85: f. \ hes s S gy G (3555 S (g iy (63956 IS iy (nbyy jo8 v
silin Glocuss ¢ Jl g Saze
Carter, 1981, fig. 81: h & j. Y hgdlaS e Erho clocasd o J g Sane 53555 S Libes (63956 (53955 )
iy sl casbio
Carter, 1981, fig. 87: a. \ hgd las e fyie | ejlucasd (Sdxe (53555 S5 Gy (53955 LIS by (53956 WY
i
Carter, 1981, fig. 87: f & i. Y bgd las Sle Eyie I g are (93555 5 by s I jibey ok ol W
080 Glocawd
Thrane, 1999, fig. 4. Y g hs > e o 3555 IS (b 0y (93555 IS Jidey o (93959 ¥
S G 4 (e Ay )l camlin Glucusd (Gine
Thrane, 1999, fig. 3; Zettler, 1993, pl. Y b s L4 §yke sl cjluscund ¢ Sdxe (93955 5 (il epslaal (53955 N
79; Wolley, 1965, pl. 41: 42.
Thrane, 1999, fig. 3; Zettler, 1993, pl. Y g ls > Eohe sl lsiasd ¢ Sdne (53955 5 by eplaol (63955 Y4

79; Wolley, 1965, pl. 41: 42.

) o8l bygd (S sl gS

ol aals 0)bed (ol 8)90 & 39)9 b i g Sle Erde oligd BAS
dop Oy e By osily ) (StigsS (S5 N0 4k 5 et Lol
tigsS sbinel b lagpe clagliusS oygd ool ad (olulis (sl Joe
9 I slroygo Lawsuis o5§.w..: 39 39390 (slaodld yulwly A.fu_,bu‘ 3 s
«(Overlaet, 2005: 1 <5 V8 IYAY ccdygl) Camss Koo 3005 51 ol 8y50 T
IT ol cla Jliw dcgomo 5 aoad oyl Gloreds - ol cla Jlaw dcgosxo 13)
o2l 590 4 late ylunysS YO g0y .l 00l dalllas Jyus ol lgied
4 oo oy 50 859> 55 0 luslids B i (7 4d) w0, loliss
o) w28 al o lato oyl S b dlaas ¢ 315 Elogunds Jasil .l 0)93 o0l
lalad  SusSTy lise axnn (T o) wods ol 4 Glate (yliysS VA g (1151
K5y (Y)Y zyb) ol Dgame Hlows w28 oyl 8y50 (slaysS ygelyn 5o Jlaw
s1ysS Ogelyz 5o sl )8 5 (03955 S0y 5l (e )3 0595 il (o Jlbus By
sraasls u&; (Ve=¥:Y¥ C)Jo) Caowl o..\:Sl);g Sy s Jlaw was 42l 590
Wils Lezes @l @ylid s gpaSh il claJliw 0y ol piee
B S Bl gy JSb ol 809381 1 b oS 15 ) i Suopd
So8 ogaly 33 Jlw Sopm B> g9y 90 Su pd sl i) S Ladsges
219930 e (55 S0 (355 S g5 o) &S 4y )50 oS 45 08
(a:Y C/Jo) Cow OM dods> Ohl



/
F0) 3l o 3193 593 T'F Bylois Hgf_%/dt :"}
\

3352000

3348000

33420.00

33360.00

4543 0.00 45480.00

45540.00

4600 0.00

4606 0.00

4612000 46180.00

ZONE : 38 554

230000 P4
e
Flss (UTM) elaisce gw 8,93 #1s6 93,
dob | e | ()
@l | obilke

B10-101 OAFYYY TYFYYVA ay JORCIEN| ARECHW )
B10-107 VN4 YYEVEYY Ade L ol Y oo 03 p2 pus Y
C10-103 OASOAY FYTVIYD £ Lz ool oo Y
C10-104 OASY-0 \NArZ2 £¥4 Lz ol oM b A
C10-105 OASDOA YYDV OA- PORCIRN] Vg K )
C10-106 OASYEY TVYDIA OA¥ s oyl Y by K5 5
C10-108 DAY+ AY AAATIAR sy s ol F by S %
C10-116 0% -YY AR Yv- s oyl Y oleS A
C11-107 £ FFA TYFASYY Yy L ol K K Suts b Q
C12-103 FoYTYY FYFYaa¥ a5 JUREIEN] Y Ae S b | -
C12-105 F.ovay FYYY VYD vy s ol Y 0350 ol )
C12-106 5eOvVE TYRVSF 9.0 L ol Y 030 ol Y
C12-107 £o5Y50 AAARINS) AYA Lz ool Fodpe gl | WY
D10-105 MYV TYYEOSA YEY s ol Y el Jb i
D10-106 03YA TYYFOAY \AR Has oyl Y ey Jl 0
DI11-102 BaY4.£ FYYaVY- YAY L el Yls oS |V
D11-103 BAYAYA YYY0- YV vo¥ Lz ool Y bed e | WY
D11-107 BANEY YYYAD- ) VYA L ool ¥ oKapme A
D11-108 0AA-YA FYYESAY \Zal PURtIRNY Volepme | W
D11-112 SV TYYYOOH e PORCIEN] Y adlil— Ko pme oalyaw | V-
D12-101 FeYVA YYVAAYS £o¥ 25 ol fas | W
D12-106 FoEVY- FYYYYSA vyy RVRENRNY e yY
D12-107 5558 TYYYYAL vo Las opal Y a5 o Yy
DI12-111 £oVOVE FYYOVY yrs Lz ool Vdsw e |V
D12-113 £YYYD YYYSAA YYY L ool Y swer | YO

o.bT By9d (W iliwygS Cnrdgo ¥ A
€O (gyallio)
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(Mazaheri, 2020).
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Table. 4: Catalogue of potteries of Plate. 2
(Mazaheri, 2020).
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Chart. 1: The abundance of Bronze and Iron
Age cemeteries (Mazaheri, 2020).
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