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Abstract

Armenia is one of the areas that has undergone successive attacks throughout
the history by different ethnic groups and has been confronting with the
cultures of other ethnic groups. After repeated attacks by the Ottomans
on this land and the migration of this people to Iran during reign of Shah
Abbas I, as well as the transfer of privileges by him on the basis of utilizing
the Armenians in the economic, political and cultural situations, the
establishment of intercultural relations with Iranians and, at the same time,
the survival of ethnic identity of Armenians could be observed. This was due
to the common historical background of these two ethnic groups in ancient
Iran and before the Safavid era, as Armenian territory used to be ruled by the
Iranian kings in the ancient era of Iran. The present study is trying to answer
the question regarding the different factors that created the intercultural
relations between the Iranians and the Armenians of the land of Armenia.
Thus, it is assumed that the common historical and cultural backgrounds of
Iranians and Armenians of ancient times have led to the interactions between
the two ethnic groups during the Safavid period. Regarding the importance of
Armenian migration to Iran during the Safavid period, considering the state
of their interactions with the Iranians is the essential requirement in carrying
out this study. In this respect, the aim of the present study is to identify the
bases for the establishment of intercultural relations between the Iranians and
Armenians of Armenia, to examine the effective components of the ethnic
identity of the Armenians, and also to analyze the cultural commonalities
between the Iranians and Armenians. Regarding its aim, this study is based
on the developmental approach and for its methodology and nature, it is on
historical and descriptive-analytical basis. Hence, it has sought to achieve
its aims through desk studies and reliable sources. The obtained results
indicate that the Achaemenid and Parthian governments in ancient Iran have
had a significant interaction with the lands of Armenia and their common
background was due to the interactions of these two ethnic groups in the
fields including language, ceremonies, music and architecture. Nevertheless,
their identities had independent subjective and objective characteristics that
preserved the values and stability of Armenian ethnic identity in Iran during
the Safavid period.

Keywords: Iran, Armenians, New Julfa, Identity, Culture, Interfaith
Relations.
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Introduction

Problem Statement: After the migration of the Armenians to Iran subsequent
to the Ottomans attacks, they tried to preserve their art and culture with
regards to the spiritual dimensions, and they benefitted from the Iranian
culture and art due to a cultural interaction. The performance of Shah
Abbas I in line with the survival of this people in Iran was also effective in
order to enjoy from the talents of Armenian in their trade, industry and art.

The Safavid king, whose aim was to move from Armenians migration
to Iran, was nothing more than military, economic, and cultural purposes,
persuaded them not to return to their home land by settling them in the
Julfa neighborhood, with contributing privileges such as freedom of
religion, the lack of Muslim superiority towards the Armenians, and the
permission to build churches. Thus, the Safavid support of the Armenians
led not only to the development of the economic situation of Iran, but also
to the construction of magnificent churches and houses.

The main purpose of the study was to identify the areas of creating
the Iranian intercultural relations with the Armenians, along which, the
subordinate aims such as identification of the effective components in
the ethnic identity of Armenians as well as the analysis of the cultural
commonalities of the Iranians and Armenians are also considered. Since
Armenian migration to Iran is regarded as one of the historical and political
events of the Safavid period, consideration of the effective factors in the
ethnic intercultural ethnic relationship between the Armenians and Iranians
at that time indicates the necessity of this study.

Questions and Hypotheses (Main and Subordinate): This study
is trying to answer the main question regarding what factors created the
intercultural relations of the Iranians and Armenians. It is also trying to
answer the following subordinate questions: What are the elements that
affect the durability of Armenian ethnic identity? And, in what common
points the cultural issues are important for the Iranian and Armenian
communities? The main hypothesis of the study indicates that the common
historical and cultural areas of the Iranians and Armenians in the past era
created the interactions between these two ethnic groups in the Safavid era.

Furthermore, in line with the subordinate questions, this study assumes
that the desire of the Armenians in preserving the objective and subjective
elements of their ethnic identity in the form of cultural and religious
ceremonies led to the survival of their collective identity. On the other
hand, the historical background of ancient Iran and Armenia indicates the
commonalities of these two ethnic groups in their ceremonies and languages.
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Despite the diversity and differences based on their backgrounds, the
interaction of cultures on each other leads the inspirational gateway and
success towards a kind of compatibility which accordingly presents a
culture or a new style of life the era of ancient Persia, especially since the
reign of the Medes, and this relationship continued until the dominance of
Achaemenids, after which the Arsacid Empire - i.e. the Parthian -Armenia
was declared as the second Independent Parthian kingdom that led to the
relationship between the two nations. The rise of the Sassanid dynasty in
the East and the presence of the Romans in the West created a division
among the Armenians. Therefore, Armenia witnessed major developments,
including the division of territory between Iran and Rome. According to
the interpretations, it can be said that the land of Armenia has been very
influential in creating cultural exchanges due to its geographical position
and its location between the two continents of Asia and Europe. Due to the
wars with the Ottoman Empire, the Armenians of Armenia were made to
migrate from the Aras Territory — Old Julfa — to Isfahan, in 1014 AH. To
be residing in Julfa District. Shah Abbas I not only issued orders for the
autonomy of Armenians in the area, but also agreed to provide them with
material and spiritual requirements by giving them religious freedom and
building of churches in Isfahan. In fact, the purpose of Shah Abbas was
creating friendly relationship with the Armenians in order to utilize them
in political, economic, art, and industry aspects. Therefore, the skill of the
Armenian merchants not only turned the new Julfa into a cultural center,
but also involved the development of business and other aspects of art,

culture and architecture.

Conclusion

The historical background of the two lands of Iran and Armenia can be
considered from the time of ancient Persia and the influence of the kings
of Iran in this region, which indicates the old relations between these two
nations, and its continuity until the Safavid period. On the other hand, the
feedback of the Armenian community was based on tolerances, and they
tried to take advantage of the new cultural traditions as a complementary
cultural factor. Throughout history, Iranians had an influential and
impressible cultural and artistic background with any nation that they
were affiliated with. It is evident in the art works such as poetry, literature,
painting, and architecture. In this regard, Iranians could have relationships

with the Armenians for many years and affect the language, culture and
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traditions of each other, as far as the effects of these features are manifested
in the fields such as architectural practices derived from national customs
and the newly acquired aspects of the social lifestyle that Islam has
established in the Safavid era. This impact is evident not only in the art but
also in the traditions and cultures of the two lands, including commonalities

such as celebrations, language, clothing and food.
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Chart. 1: The formation of identity in the
social and cultural structure of a society
(Authors, 2017)



N\

u‘j' ¢ b Lo
’/’UMQ’! - 5/ @ Sl plahol Gl dial)| (i b cosn bl 16 lasdenldalgs o (g S
L4 . D.‘

/

S g S o Lol wyls slize (clanolSns | Simb g5 il Ly ada
g b ol Witne 5 dtwsld ludl T L bwlyon |y Samyd £ 45 «é)l_"")i
olnlo (S ed e8> (Gilae e SOy laplusl slacud )l 5 Lo i)l a5l
S lgS oo o gy Abls 4 ;500 laSiad suepl 5l g 08 e
2l b 18,8 )18 bLsyl o dieils Lol el a8 duo (sl Samyd S uinya
N5 dlop G1obdl Conge cglite (sla ) 5 Loyl dLacs)lge Al
0z slaogd g Laow] JolSs s i 395 dogids yol (ol 48 Wiloats lap
5 3l Cabls custe jybay elaraly (Sund 55 pllon] 1 295800
90 1o dawlsds 55 ol .(Siebel, 2011) aad oo 5,8 , Sbcos |y codds
el agwy ol ge 0s8LS slaslislo it 5 £ gite gl olil ( (oldlax 55
4 (2Ll £955 ool sl oyl paldly Sglane oolaidl g coloa] slaylid,
‘)_i.g.) LSQ'“’)‘ w0 E 9o pgay 9 ul.)]g u_i‘.m).a 93 Jbu‘ u_cb dg> :\_,9.,
3338l Sy Sl sl ey iy gosd 5 abam 20 £ 9529
bl et (las o (o (VY 9 3FD DYAY ((gp08) 358 o0 Lo yied polus
csrolen 30 dlius (ol g ool Scwown SO pledl ol le Bogd o cnge
P b Jeleyd (sl aS o5 otz 3g2bls dbssly s ool 052 p2
Lo ¢ 098 slaog)S ddon (il oo yl0y88 51 (slojog Cummlus 3100l 1,8
055 L G035 (Aolas 13 oylgan 45 lpas! j3 Logas d s ol jo eglase
oy Aol colil g jouns 45 aib oo yolpo diel)) ciylo )y 8 oS
g o Simyd 3l auals glasSa as us ng Somyd sloul el (ol yo
gelgr )50 5l aruilys o9 5 s janse amd g e (laogls (09 bb L 3o
ol cogn slasles Byme du jLas ] au ¥ Jods 130,58 solete LaKinyd

.))]\))_:L;o

Ol ollb eyl tailg,
oy 5) uShylgy oo olinal a8 3t oo SLET sl yliaainy] 5 ol Ll
Geapbr sslatecd 93> e 5T g glidaey eyl psd udy 40 (- 0Be-FVA)
<93 (63520 5l g Az 55 A5 ko) ()b — el Sl g b )0 ) (69
S S8z L oo iyl eyal 0 s dis Lty ¢yl o Lol s gyl pout]
oty Mitaslys o5 b o gmme Lol gyold g5 55 liute)] 45 (595l
Ayl Al (VA 9 VW VAAF ¢ awliygd) sl acsls lalws jgi8 ol 4o aligS



/
F0) 3l o 3193 593 T'F Bylois Hgfm/dt :"}
\

V.YV ()85, 50) Ao ‘539237» 3 Veeslyolalysly 851 51 oyl Cogd polic Y Jodo
Table 2: Elements of Armenian identity from the point of view of Abrahamian and Anthony Smith (Authors, 2017).
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Table 3: The influence of Mithraism on some Christian customs (Komon, 2013: 249; Nayernouri, 2015: 622; Sotoudehnejad, 2012: 69)
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Fig. 1. Map and role of angel in churches of

Stepanos and Echmiadzin (Authors, 2017).
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Table 4: Types of Armenian music (Authors,

(F Jgaz) ((YA-YD 5019),
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Table 5: Common celebrations of Iranians and Armenians (Authors, 2017)
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Table 6: Examples of common words in Armenian and Parthian Pahlavi (Hoviyan, 2008: 19)
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2. Herder

3. Stuart Hall

4. Emile Durkheim
5. Richard Jenkins
6. Fredrick Barth
7. Abrahamian

8. Anthony Smith
9. Balash

10. Aryazateh

11. Vardan Mamikinian
12. Anahita

13. Astghik

14. Vahagen

15. Mitra

16. Garny

17. Henit

18. Mitani

19. Endra

20. Mitra

21. Varuna

22. Nasatia

23. Servantdyants
24. Ekmalian

25. Melikian

26. Aghazarian
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