Bu-Ali Sin
University

Iranian Scientific ® S—

Archaeological \ z
Association —

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Vol. 12, No. 34, Autumn 2022

P. ISSN: 2345-5225 & E. ISSN: 2345-5500
Homepage: https://nbsh.basu.ac.ir/

1. Assistant Professor, Department of
restoration and archeology, Faculty of Cultural
Materials Conservation, Tabriz Islamic Art
University, Tabriz, Iran (Corresponding
Author).

Email: a.n.babaylou@tabriziau.ac.ir

2. B.A. in Islamic Art, Faculty of Islamic
Crafts, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz,
Iran.

Citations: Nemati Babaylou, A. & Alipour,
N., 2022, “Study of Design and Motives in the
Orosies of Tabriz Qajar Houses in the Context
of Architectural Developments (Case Study:
Salmasi, Qadaki, Mashrouteh, Heydarzadeh
and Amirnezam Houses)”. Pazhoheshha-ye
Bastan Shenasi Iran, 12(34): 331-360. doi:
10.22084/nb.2021.19056.1939

Homepage of this Article: https://nbsh.basu.
ac.ir/article 4944 html?lang=en

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Archaeological Researches of Iran
Journal of Department of Archacology, Faculty of Art and

Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran.

Publisher: Bu-Ali Sina University. All rights
reserved.

@Copyrighl©2022, The Authors. This open-
access article is published under the terms of
the Creative Commons.

Study of Design and Motives in the Orosies of
Tabriz Qajar Houses in the Context of Architectural
Developments (Case Study: Salmasi, Qadaki,
Mashrouteh, Heydarzadeh and Amirnezam Houses)

Nemati-Babaylou, A.', Alipour, N.

4 https://dx.doi.org/10.22084/NB.2021.19056.1939
Received: 2019/05/18; Accepted: 2019/08/30
Type of Article: Research
Pp: 331-360

Abstract

The main part of the residential historical context of Tabriz is the common
architecture of the Qajar era which a style was expanded that Orosi was
one of its widespread elements. Because at the beginning of the Qajar
dynasty, during the earthquake of 1780, most of the urban fabric was
destroyed, except for a few large historical buildings such as Ark-e Alisha
and the Blue Mosque. There are two phases in Qajar architecture: first
phase starts from late Safavid and continued to middle Qajar with some
changes in details and elements based on time requests and fashion.
Many traditions in Persian architecture were preserved and applied in
this phase. The second phase sees many architectural elements coming
from the West due to courtier knowledge of the West culture. Orosi is one
of the important ornamental and applied elements in Persian traditional
architecture, especially in Qajar era (1725-1925) which was fading at the
end of Qajar. The paper concerns with the study and investigation of five
Orosies of Tabriz Qajar traditional houses: Salmasi, Mashrouteh, Qadaki,
Heydarzadeh, and Amirnezam. Salmasi house remained from early Qajar
(1796-1848), Mashrouteh and Qadaki houses from middle Qajar (1848-
1896) and Heydarzadeh and Amirnezam houses from late Qajar (1896-
1925). Orosi was used in the reception hall (Tanabi) of these houses. Study
and analysis of design and motives in Orosies with a comparative method
helps to achieve the basic geometric and ornamental principles of Qajar
Orosies in Tabriz and their alterations reasons. This research based on two
questions: What are the reasons for the creations and process of changes in
the Orosies designs of Qajar houses in Tabriz? What are the characteristic
systems, regular patterns and principles in the design of these Orosies? The
results showed that the variety of motives in Orosies decreased during the
Qajar period, their decorative elements were reduced and the designs of
Orosies became simpler. One of the main reasons for this is the changes in
the architectural styles and the use of western elements in the architectural
design, as well as the addition of new elements to the facade of Qajar
buildings.

Keywords: Orosi, Design, Motif, Qajar Era, Architectural Development,
Tabriz.



/

st “a
Nemati-Babaylou & Alipour; Study of Design and Motives in the... @ ,/,g%dt "/
L. . .:

AN

Introduction

It seems that the Qajar houses of Tabriz have a common design system,
such as the use of a curve in design as a substitute for geometry in Orosi,
and the designing of motifs in accordance with this principle is similar to
the Iranian traditional designing. It is a general feature of them, but it seems
that variety of motifs during the Qajar era has decreased and the designs
have become simpler and replaced with arched and simple windows in the
late Qajar.

In this research we collected primarily historical and artistic data from
the documents; then we made photographic documentations from Qajar
Orosies of Tabriz houses. Five Orosies (Salmasi, Mashrouteh, Qadaki,
Heydarzadeh, and Amirnezam) specified and chose for this research if
those are the best selection of every period of Qajar era (early, middle and
lately) based on their originality and design. Every Orosi documented by
Rhinoceros software according to some factors such as color which studied
separately. Design and motives and their relations have been analyzed and
all data obtained from every Orosi design compared to the others. Finally,
alteration of Orosi design in Tabriz Houses from Qajar era has been
achieved. These Kind studies are necessary to understand the principles
of art in a period, as well as to their restoration. In particular, so far less
research has been done on the principles of designing and comparative
study of designs in Orosies and most studies in this case are from the
view of the architecture and application of light in the traditional Iranian
architecture or technical perspective.

Tabriz Orosies and Their Design and Motives
Orosi is a kind of window that opens in up and down way. History of Orosi
application in Persian architecture is unknown, but has been mentioned
in some travelogues such as Chardin and du Mans and Abdollah Mostofi
description of his life. Accordingly, it seems that some colorful glasses
have been imported during Safavid period to be applied in architecture.
Design and motives of Orosies are influenced from style of traditional
Persian design common in Qajar era. Every Orosi have two main parts
that named Pataq or Katibeh and Lengeh. Pataq is the ornamental part and
Lengeh is the applied part of the Orosi. Design of every Orosi could be
different from the others based on its dimension, place, and architectural
style and the prevailing fashion of the time.

Qajar Orosies have two kinds of motives: basic motives include some
traditional Persian motives such as Boteh-Jeggeh and Chahar-par and
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others are their supplementary motives in design. Earlier design includes
these motives which designed base on principles of Persian traditional arts
and the artists use some repetition systems for propagation of earlier design
such as reflection, rotation and repetition.

There are thythm, movement and coordination in all designs. Every
design formed from regular and rhythmically repetition of a Vagireh. Every
motif used in all parts of an Orosi such as Patag, Katibeh or their borders to
achieve rhythm and coordination. Central design of Patag part of Orosies
which named Shamseh in this paper is similar in Mashrouteh, Qadaki and
Heydarzadeh Houses and Boteh-Jeggeh as main motif that it formed a
flower with its reflected repetition and a supplementary motif. Chahar-Par
is the main motif in Amirnezam Orosi which it repeated regularly in all parts
especially Patag. Chahar-Par repeated in a Vagireh of Patag and everyone
is larger than other in radius of circle that formed sunlight design in Patag
which we named Shamseh. Number of Vagireh repetition is depends on
Orosi dimension and quality of Vagireh as simple designs repeated more
than others in a Patag. Repetition number of Vagireh in Patag is even in all
Orosies. For example, the Orosi of Heydarzadeh house has 5 Lengeh and
its Vagireh is somewhat simple. It was repeated 26 times in Patag while
the Orosi of Mashrouteh house has 3 Lengeh and its Vagireh has not much
simple design and repeated 16 times. Early Qajar Orosies have Lachaki
design in two corners; it was laid away from Orosi design since the middle
Qajar. In our study just Salmasi Orosi has Lachaki with a design same
to Eslimi (Arabesque). There is wide border under Shamseh in early and

middle Qajar Orosies, and a thin border used all round of Orosi parts.

Conclusion

This study shown that in the Orosies of Tabriz Qajar Houses, the design
of the Vagireh in the central Shamseh is more detailed, the number of
it repetition decreased. The main reason for these changes in the design
of Orosies is the change in the architecture style from Iranian traditional
styles to the Western architecture from the beginning to the end of the Qajar
period. Alteration of plans and facades from introversion to extroversion
styles is the main cause of these alterations. With the advent of architectural
and decorative elements in the facade of the buildings, the decorative value
of the Orosi decreased and it became simpler in late Qajar. During this
process, elements of Iranian architecture have gradually given their place
to western elements. With the appearance of architectural and decorative

elements on the facade of buildings, the decorative importance of the
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Orosi decreased, in the late Qajar era, simpler designs were accepted, and
it actually acts as a light-receiving and ventilation window. The Orosi was
the most lasting decorative element in Iranian architecture. This issue is
well seen in the facade of Amirnezam’s house. In all the studied houses,
except for Amirnezam, the Iranian architectural elements can be seen in
the facade. However, in the Amirnezam house, the Orosi is the only Iranian
decorative element in the facade, which is designed in the harmony with
the other parts.
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Fig. 1. The geographical locations of the
studied houses on the map of Tabriz;
1- Salmasi House (Sanjesh Museum), 2-
Qadaki House (Faculty of Architecture
and Urbanism), 3- Mashrouteh House, 4-
Heidarzadeh House, 5- Amirnezam House
(Qajar Museum) (Tabriz Tourism Map,
C.H.H.T Organization of the East Azarbaijan

Province).
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Table 1. Plans, facades and new elements in the architecture of houses in Tabriz (Plans references: Kaynejad and Shirazi, 2009; Archive of
C.H.H.T Organization of East Azarbaijan Province).
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Fig. 2. The structure and elements of the
Orosi based on the early Qajar samples
(Authors, 2018).
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Table 2: The general structure of motifs in the
Orosies of Qajar houses in Tabriz (Authors,
2018).
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Table 3: Characteristics of the designs and motifs of the Orosies in the studied houses (Authors, 2018).
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Table 4. Similar motifs of the inscription’s central design and margins in the
Orosies of the studied houses (Authors, 2018).
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Table 5: The situation of Orosi, balcony and

pillared porch in relation to the others in the
studied houses (Authors, 2018).
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