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Abstract

During the Safavid epoch to the Pahlavi era, Khorasgan was a Qariya,
Qasaba, and City respectively. The Khorasgan City was founded by joining
several Qariya in 1964 and joining Isfahan in 2013. In the present study,
while introducing the cultural landscape of Khorasgan and understanding
its boundaries in different periods, the structure of one of its forgotten
neighborhoods called “Miyan” or “Vosta” was studied and its approximate
range was determined. In addition, according to field surveys and the
study of various documents, it is obvious that the measures taken by Bager
Khan-e Khorasgani and the increase of water resources caused the wealth
of the region to double and its influence can be traced in the development of
Khorasgan and in particular, some houses built with luxurious architecture
in this neighborhood. Thus, contrary to what has been said so far regarding
the attribution of the Khan complex to Bager Khan-e Khorasgani, it
was determined that Bager Khan had no role in the construction of this
luxurious architectural complex and the Khan complex was constructed
by local Khans in the early Qajar period. Due to the existence of the
aforementioned houses and buildings attributed to Bager Khan (mosque
and bathhouse), the Vosta neighborhood was considered the most important
part and center of the Qariya and Qasaba during this period. The death of
the fifth generation of Khans and also the land reform in the second Pahlavi
period (1941-1979) led to the decline of the political, social, and economic
power of the Khorasgan Khans. Therefore, the development of the Vosta,
unlike the Olya and Sofla neighborhoods, was stopped and its central role
faded away. Also, the construction of Abazar Street and the relocation of
the Jame" mosque (AKA. Friday mosque) from this neighborhood in 1979
led to the destruction of the neighborhood and its landmarks, so the name
of the neighborhood was forgotten and removed from the urban divides of
Khorasgan.

Keywords: Cultural Landscape, Isfahan, Khorasgan, Vosta (Miyan)
Neighborhood, Khan Complex.
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Introduction

Khorasgan that today considered a part of Isfahan city, has had many
changes in administrative geography. The title of Qariya in all the written
sources and inscriptions is used for Khorasgan until the Safavid era and after
it. The activities taken by Bager Khan-e Khorasgani in the Zand period,
mainly transferring water from the Raran Spring to the Khorasgan brought
significant development to the Qariya until it became one of the main
villages of Isfahan. Khorasgan divided into three major neighborhoods the
central neighborhood of which was called Miyan or Vosta and today it is
considered one of the forgotten places. In this part of Khorasgan, there is
a complex of historical houses that can be considered the most beautiful
houses in Isfahan and Iran. A study of the cultural landscape of this
region could help to determine the boundaries of the Vosta neighborhood
in Khorasgan. Also identifying the main zone of the Khan complex and
surrounding houses based on the archaeological survey, historical texts and

documents, and oral tradition considered in this article.

Discussion (The structure of the Vosta neighborhood and
Khan Complex)

Khorasgan Qasaba limits can be survived well in the aerial photo taken
in 1964 which coincides with the establishment of the city of Khorasgan.
In this photo, the location of 29 points and the range of 11 destroyed
buildings were determined, which helped in identifying the limited area
of the Vosta neighborhood. These 40 monuments dating from 1702 to
the end of the Qajar period consists of the three gates, four mosques,
two Takyehs, one bath, one cemetery, two drinking fountains, as well
as the Khan-e Khorasgan complex, which now has 27 houses, took
shaped the structure of the Vosta or Miyan neighborhood. Khan complex
is a 2.2-hectare area and only 9 houses have been registered in the
reports of the Cultural Heritage organization. In the current survey,
in this complicated complex, 18 other valuable monuments were also
identified, of which 2 houses were destroyed in 2019 and 1 house may be
demolished soon. The foundation of the Khan complex can be attributed
to Aqa Mohammad Ja‘far, one of the Khorasgan’s headman, kadkoda,
in the middle of the 19th century in terms of diversity, coherence,
architecture, and decorations, this complex is composed one of the most
valuable historical zones that its study can clear unknown aspects of
the archaeology, history, and history of architecture. The houses in the
Vosta neighborhood represent the long-term residence of the Khans and
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headman of Khorasgan, at least from the early Qajar period up to now,
which reveals one of the unique aspects of the complex.

Conclusion

The cultural landscape of the Khorasgan changed in different periods and
especially in the Qajar era, Khorasgan reached the highest position and
was named the Qasaba (center) of Jay block. In this Qasaba due to the
location of one of the three main neighborhoods called Miyan or Vosta,
it was considered as a center of Khorasgan which is also confirmed by
the monuments and the administrative documents. The identification of
40 buildings, including the Khan complex with unique features, is another
indication of the special characteristics of the Miyan neighborhood
during the Zand and spatial Qajar eras. Aerial images taken in 1964
showed well the expansion of Qariya-s and neighborhoods during the
last sixty years, in the meantime, many buildings have been destroyed
in the Miyan neighborhood 10 of which were identified. By Siting, the
existing, renovated, and destroyed buildings of the Miyan neighborhood
try to shape a clear picture of this in the Qasaba of Khorasgan. This study
determined that only the 2 buildings of the masjed-e Now (New mosque)
and the destroyed bathhouse, in the Miyan neighborhood, can be attributed
to Bager Khan-e Khorasgani. Also, the date of the Khan complex and the
houses around is more recent than the Bager Khan’s period and probably
back to the beginning of the Qajar period. Resignation and premature death
of Mirza Fazl-Allah, the seventh chieftain of Khorasgan Khan’s family
in 1339 AH and Iranian Land Reform by Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi
ended the political, economic, and social power of this family. Finally,
the construction of Abazar Street in 1921, the destruction of the Miyan
monument like the Bager Khan bathhouse, and finally, the change of the
location of Jame* mosque (AKA. Friday mosque) decreased the importance
of the neighborhood and merged it into two other neighborhoods, i.e., Upper
(Olya) and Lower (Sofla). For these reasons, the Miyan neighborhood was
gradually left out of the urban divides and currently, it remains only in the

memory of a few elderly people.
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Map. 1: The location of Khorasgan and its
neighborhoods as the 15" urban district in
the current administrative division of Isfahan
city. The location of the city in Isfahan
province is marked in black on the map above
(Authors, 2022).
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Map. 2: The boundaries of the newly
established city of Khorasgan based on the
document of 1964 on the georeferenced and
aerial photo mosaic of 1964 (Authors, 2022).
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Map. 4: The existing and destroyed
buildings of Miyan or Vosta neighborhood in
Khorasgan, and prominent buildings of two
other neighborhoods on the satellite photo
(Google Earth, 2022; Authors, 2022).
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Map. 5: Khan complex, Houses registered by
Cultural Heritage organization (1-11) and
structures of value identified (12-27) on the
aerial photo of 2013 (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 1: The room known as the “Orosi-eh Gol”
and its decorations in the Emarat of Araei’s
house (House number 1 on map 5). This room
is one of the main parts of Khan’s house and
it was a place for residents to entertainment.
Most of the decorations in Khan complex can
be seen in this room, which has remained
unchanged and without destruction, and
among its motifs, national and religious
stories are depicted (Alireza Araei, 2020).
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Fig. 2: “Havaej khane” of Araei’s house that
remain unchanged and various items can be
seen in it (House number 1 on map 5). This
space is one of the main parts of Khan’s house
and one of the unique spaces that can be seen
in few historical houses (Hasan Eslami, 2011).
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Fig. 3: The room known as “Orosi-ye Do ru”
and its decorations in Rasul Hoseini’s house
(House number 3 on map 5). This space is one
of the main parts of the Khan’s house, which
is located between the garden and its mansion
(Emarat), and its decorations represent the
historical buildings of Isfahan and parts of
the Khan’s house (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 4: The room known as “Panjdari” in
Rasul Hoseini’s house with a painting of
“Mohammed Ali Khan-e Amin al-Raaya” in
the center of the picture. On the other side of
this room, the image of “Arbab Muhammad
Karim” is pictured (house number 3 on map
5). This space is one of the main parts of
Khan’s house (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 5: The main room of the Sadri
house (house number 4 on map 5) and its
decorations, this house was a part of Khan’s
Emarat and its outer wall is decorated with
the poems of Mohtsham Kashani, similar
to Arai’s house. Its wind tower is the only
remaining example in Khorasgan region and
one of the few examples in Isfahan (Authors,
2023).
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Fig. 6: The Ataei and Rabbi’s house, one
of the main parts of the Khan’s house and
representative of the noble architecture of
Qajar houses (house number 2 on map 5).
This space is named as “Andrani” in the
marriage document of Mirza Fazlullah (the
last Kadkhoda from the generation of Khans
of Khorasgan) dated 1916 (Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 7: The house registered with the name
Mohammadi in the cultural heritage
organizations documents and with the correct
name Fattahi, the oldest house of the Khan
complex and Khorasgan (house number
11 on map 5) this house was the residence
of Agha Ghadir and Agha Fath Ali, Khans
of Khorasgan, according to the available
documents (Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 8: One of the identified houses in the
Khan complex that is not registered by
cultural heritage organization (house number
17 on map 5), (Authors, 2022).
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