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Abstract

Yelsuie Castle is one of the most important and largest castles of the Islamic
era in the city of Garmi, Ardabil, in the geographical area of northwestern
Iran, whose large volume of cultural data, such as pottery, has increased the
importance of the site. This historical castle was studied by archeological
methods in 2018. In addition to studies and surveys conducted in this area,
many Cerabic finds, including healthy vessels and various broken pieces
were identified. One of the important points in relation to the Ceramic
of Yelsuie Castle is the existence of pottery species from the perspective
of Fermi and its designs, which have not been studied to date and can
be useful in the study of Ceramic of the Islamic era in the geographical
area of northwestern Iran. This research is a descriptive-analytical method
based on library studies and field excavations, introducing, typology and
analysis of Ceramic patterns in the Yelsuie area. Also, the origin of the
production of these works in the region, identifying areas in interaction and
cultural relations with Yelsuie Castle and determining its time period based
on chronology and comparisons; They are one of the most important goals
and questions raised in this research. Studies show that the Ceramic of this
area is divided into four groups in a general category: plain and painted
unglazed pottery and plain and painted glazed pottery and includes a variety
of molded, carved, sealing, Added role, composition, monochrome glaze,
painting on glaze, painting under glaze, aghkand, zarinufam, skrafiato.
These works belong to the first Islamic centuries as well as the Middle
Ages, especially the Seljuk period, and the type of designs and techniques
used in these Ceramic show the regional and supra-regional connections of
Yalsooi Castle with other areas such as Azerbaijan, Zanjan, Kashan, Rey,
Neishabour and Hamedan.

Keywords: Ceramic, Typology, First and Middle Islamic Centuries,
Yelsuie Castle, Germi Ardabil.
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Introduction

Yal Suie Castle is one of the important sites of the Islamic period in Germi
city, which based on the results of archaeological excavations in this
ancient site, including balls, tripods and stamps, it can be considered one
of the most important centers for making various ceramics and indicator
of the Islamic periods in the northwestern part of Iran. The presence of
the castle with two large defensive walls on the height of Yalsuie and its
surroundings, as well as the location of a large town on the slopes of the
castle and near the Samburchai River, shows the strategic importance and
centrality of this area during the Islamic Middle Ages. The formal diversity
of the ceramic finds of Yalsuie Castle and their engravings can express
reliable and valuable information about the centrality of ceramics in the
region and cultural exchanges with other regions. Therefore, the lack
of any comprehensive studies and complete knowledge of ceramics of
Yalsuie Castle and the cultural relationship of this site with other areas,
emphasizes the importance and necessity of this research. The existence
of various species of ceramics of Yalsuie that have not been studied to
date can be important in the study of ceramics of the Islamic period in
the geographical area of northwestern Iran. In this regard, the present
article, while examining the ceramics of Yalsouis Castle in Garmi and their
typology, examines the relative chronology of this group of works and
identifies and studies the cultural connections of Yalsuie with other areas
by comparing them with other sites of the Islamic periods.

Research Questions: What are the common techniques and types of
ceramics of Yalsuie Castle? To which period do the Yallsuie ceramics
findings belong? Based on the comparison of ceramics, with which areas
have this site interacted and had cultural relations?

Research Method: The research method in this article is based on a
descriptive-analytical approach and based on the results of excavations and
field studies conducted in the site. For complete citation and detailed study
of the ceramics finds of Yalsuie Castle, library resources have been used as

well as adaptation to similar works in other museums.

Yal Suie Castle in Germi

The ancient site of Yalsui Castle is located in the Ingut section of Garmi
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city (Map 1), in the geographical coordinates of 39 degrees and 00 minutes
and 33 seconds and 5 tenths of a second latitude and 47 degrees and 45
minutes and 6 seconds of longitude (Figure 1). This ancient site consists
of a small castle on top of a high natural hill and a residential area in its

southwestern part.

Classification of Ceramics of Yalsuie Castle

While exploring different parts of Yalsuie Castle, different pieces of
ceramics were identified. the study of these findings in terms of form,
technique, patterns and dough, can illuminate the most important periods
of settlement in this ancient site. On the other hand, it should be said
that most of the structures and cultural features of the site, as well as the
regional and trans-regional cultural exchanges of Yalsuie Castle with other
sites and other areas depend on the study and focus on its ceramic findings.
In general, ceramics of Yalsuie Castle was divided into two main groups:
unglazed ceramics and glazed ceramics, each of which also includes
different types and distinctive techniques. According to the table and
diagram of ceramics samples, the highest frequency of ceramics species
in Yalsuie Castle includes simple samples without glaze, engraved without
glaze, simple glazed and glazed ceramics. Unglazed ceramics in Yalsuie
Castle, according to comparisons, mostly belongs to the Seljuk period
and the 5th to 7th centuries AH. In terms of the type of dough, unglazed
ceramics all have clay dough in the color range of yellow to red, and glazed
samples of this site, in addition to clay dough, sometimes have ferrite or

pseudo-porcelain  dough.

Conclusion

According to studies, most of the ceramics in the Yalsuie area belongs to
the Islamic era, especially in the middle Ages, which includes two main
groups of unglazed ceramics and glazed ceramics. In the meantime,
the presence of a collection of ceramics such as Agkand, Esgrafiato,
Qalamshaki, Zarrinfam, Minaei, Glazed and other groups, which is over 18
species, shows the importance of this castle and the skill and expertise of
its potters, as well as the presence of extensive cultural relations with other

areas. According to the presence of ceramics belonging to older periods
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in Yalsuie Castle, it should be said that this area belongs to prehistory,
historical periods and the first Islamic centuries after several periods
of settlement; Finally, by reconstruction in the Middle Islamic period,
especially in the Seljuk period and the 5th-7th centuries AH, it reaches
its peak of prosperity. During the Seljuk period, Yalsuie Castle produced
and prepared unglazed and glazed ceramics. The presence of balls and
tripods in this site along with stamps and dripped glazed ceramics in such
a way that the glaze on their body has become tears and has been dripped;
Also, the discovery of a building called the “clay processing plant” on the
context of the Samburchai River are all findings and evidence related to
local products in Yalsuie. The results show that the inhabitants of Yalsuie
castle in the Middle Ages of Islam were associated with neighboring areas
of Zanjan, Azarbaijan, Hamedan and Kurdistan and with remote areas of

Rey, Kashan, Gorgan, Neishabour, Persian Gulf, Jiroft and Kerman.
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Fig. 2. A view of Yalsuie Castle, Germi
(Authors, 2017).
- -

P S (g 4l Y e A

ATV (B,K5)
Fig. 3. Yalsuie Castle, view from the south side
(Authors,2017).

2 PWog adlin ) glasges . F pgma

OV B0 (g axld
Fig. 4. An example of unglazed wares in
Yalsuie Castle (Authors, 2017).



N\

Sl 15 : s s
ﬂ//‘g = dt 57 e gy B ool (95 (gLraidlin o losd 3] g omwlog o

/

30 03bw Ol Al O ygai P
Fig. 5. Simple unglazed wares in Yalsuie

Castle (Authors,

2017).

2w ol alaw 3l 09,8 ol roalw gl s ailiow (&)

092 5 03l HaSie ladidlows .agylo Ty doyd s c ol s sla Jlaws
(slogtd (53950 250y il )5 (i) ous) Syrad 5 0353 (580 5 S AsSn
03,5 95 y Jolis coyd ylassl 5Sie (slaJliws . diud blo |y (puSs g (25)b
‘uLQ_Mu ¢ g du 0y co)‘9_§ dwlS Lngdu?fab_sl)\) 9 039 dluwy Q)l_) Llas
)lo._».:dg Aol l_, l.QA.MJLQ_w )l °9)—§u—’| J..\_M:buﬂ (o dlwd J_»lﬁ};._wg uve2yd
aS Sy ooy o g5 adenil o Jore j0 Wder daleds i o g Loyl 0L
aald peda o 3 .(0 yogual) Jisisl odd dgs  Aoee slao)lS 0 5 180s len o
Solias 4 ouel cowdds Jliw sla o 5l Ul dgamme cygods g b
Lo g8 oyl SoS as S gysbas 009 dbgme jo (g Jlaww (slaoysS 3929
O pyage (2l g S0 Byl sl 1S e ol | LaeysS cply > oy
250 5 (Sl gren L0950 5 4l Al )3 oy B 59ly8 oo Lo

R
-

gl |

S e pd S ol SR L oldpg gwaliw (@
4l ol glaa jlpw y3 Laoygd (oolod )3 Jliw 535 Loy oepiesly
09)$3956 oy bywed Shld Cladiysi ladlinw 51 05,8 (ol (9w o
ol o i 1l (g9) 008 g (Lo SuiSS izt ()l g slogaB s
o b o Lels5 zls 5 (6ylss BS boglas cgleo 35S bghas « clasls 3,58 bghas
< Hlgte Cyguody 008 i Gl Byls Ay (55 0018 S8 2lso by ¢lyg
Yyone (85 ol cml (31 g § Cpgo 5 ($3908 oy (5)lts 84S bglas
B Go 5989 b Ly led cygod it 5 0390 (oS Gas )b
Otlodas 45 5 By ls &) (g9 Yyame 008 gy loats ol o s Jlis
obes 1Byl A 5 50y (1l 5 glse «(5ylys 0asS sla s 5loslyd
S 0 038 Slaghses 9 9 Lol Blis y3 9 Byl By 3 Ysomo 008 st
ciliseo JISCa! ol lnardliw 15loas olool L] LS ) Ly s Cogyls daasod
)13 )8 90y w0398 cmslS cgladliy (slopyd 55 5 0097 At 5 5L ol
5 ys)



IFoY Jlomt o Djamns By9d V5 Byloits

W /%

Olibhe 5 ol yal) ol S s
(1Y AN

;
s

A

(var :.\T"\\‘ ‘}j;lﬁw 5 ) Mo ol

e 7\}5&_ _’;

(VY IYVA (LS ooy B o5 e

ol lieys s oyl 103933108 b Gl gy s ailliow (2
Cyguody o.)9}.§| u_’LJo gy o] u)f)])_% DQML))?A)""SU'?'“’J" FU
iy a5 b caudy SO0 09,8 o B! 1 (gloyumasy s ol 4 45T _abl
Shas JSolanss by (g5 03958l a5 iz e 9 Lol (Sop g 5
\YA¥ ‘Ol)lfm.m 9 C,uug.)‘b) 039 u_99.>d_w 5)9.) LngdeLn_w uaSe uLu.j);
S led LmA.MJLo.w )‘ °5)§O"‘)“‘“" z).miw‘ o\.\.niw\)ﬂ u—’L“"*‘S‘” 30 (VY
ol (39059 (g Sy b o oy Bl 803 5 (SIS L dig0s ;500
Lol ed 9 )13 )8 (25l g (63950 s (19 (slogtd 5l (b 53 )9S5
(Y yogad) Cowl (20,6 U (ga950 S5y

33 NPE 008 P 3
SewneSish,  fToTo TD
W By N
- D

(VAT AYRY (lis 5 sl podl) oS jeitleys

(VY VR ¢ LS) oty B (55

O leailiw 5og)S ol 8pnes 1B A L Cladiygiy s Al (0

30555 95 1 gk anll )3 .13 )18 (clogad g 508 L (93550 (K i
dl.mc\.».».‘l.o.w ‘_;KP).B ol 0 u.:l.wl.u.u )‘Jgua uuuyh L;.J‘.Q L;Ubd*bng.w
oI ol hgio s din d3bao L oyl Lol Ygane B Lad g

Oyguods 45 035y (S5 ol g (BLS Bl owdin (Jheds > asd, e

SIS AL L Sl g sadliw .f gl
Ao fB sladise 9 (gl anld

€OV (o8u5,5)
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(Authors, 2017).
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Yalsuie Castle (source: Authors, 2017).
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Fig. 18. Aqkand type pottery with plant
motifs and inscriptions, and geometric and
bird motifs, Yalsuie Castle (Authors, 2017).
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Fig. 19. Pottery with underglaze painting,
Yalsuie Castle (Authors, 2017).
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Fig 20. Lusterware pottery in Yalsuie castle

(Authors, 2017).
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Fig. 21. Painting on glaze (Minai) wares in
Yalsuie Castle (Authors, 2017)
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Yalsuie Garami area (Authors, 2017).
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Fig. 23. Examples of stumps or stone and clay
beads in the YelSuie castle (Authors, 2017).
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Castle (aurhors, 2017).
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