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Abstract

Isma’ilis simultaneously with the Seljiiks and the Khwarazmshahis, taking
over a large part of the fortifications of Iran, especially in the west, east and
south of the Alborz Mountains, Qumis, Dasht-e Kavir, Qom and Saveh,
Isfahan, Khiirasan, Quhistan and Sistan. They had established an Iranian
government within the Seljik dynasty and the Abbasid caliphs, which had
the Shiite legitimacy of the seven Imams. The art of castle building and
castle dwelling was a special feature of the Nizari Isma’ili movement. In
the place of his most famous fortresses; Alamiit and Maymiin-Dez; There
are differences of opinion, and the true status of some of their fortresses,
such as Ardahan, Ostunavand, and the Shah-Dez, is unclear, and the views
presented do not overlap with the documentation and it was necessary
to conduct focused research on the subject. Therefore, in this article, we
consider the location of one of these mysterious castles called Shah-Dez,
which according to the book of Jahangoshay Joveini, was located in the
course of Holagokhan’s campaign in 654 AH, southwest of Tabaristan to
the east of Deylamistan, and after being opened by the Mongols. It was
razed to the ground and went down in history. So the main question will
be which of the forts between Tabaristan and Qasran corresponds to the
lost Shah-Dez? The main hypothesis is that Shah-Dez is consistent with
the characteristics of one of Lavasan hills called Sar-Qal’eh. The method
of this research is based on two sections: Survey and Library Studies,
which go together. Based on the studies, we came to the conclusion that
the fortress in Qasran, which was between the Sth and 8th centuries AH of
the Isma’ili base and could have the title of Shah-Dez, is in the heart of the
same hill that is now known as Sar-Qal’eh.

Keywords: Isma’ili Forts, Qasran, Shah-Dez, Sar-Qal’eh in Lavasan,
Kafar-Qhal’eh.
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Introduction

Isma’ilis simultaneously with the Seljuks and the Khwarazmshahis, taking
over a large part of the fortifications of Iran.The art of castle building and
castle dwelling was a special feature of the Nizari Isma’ili movement. The
first castle to fall into the hands of Hassan Sabbah, the marvelous figure in
Iranian history and the charismatic leader of the Isma’ilis, was the Alamut
fortress. This fort was built in 246 AH by one of the kings of Al-¢ Jastan in
Deylam (Joveini, 1391: 797).

In the place of his most famous fortresses; Alamiit and Maymiin-
Dez; There are differences of opinion, and the true status of some of their
fortresses, such as Ardahan, Ostunavand, and the Shah-Dez, is unclear,
and the views presented do not overlap with the documentation and it was
necessary to conduct focused research on the subject.

Questions and Hypotheses: So the main question will be: 1-Which
of the lost forts between Tabaristan and Qasran corresponds to the lost
Shah-Dez? The sub-questions are as follows: 2-Is it possible that the
disappearance and forgetting of the fortress with the characteristics of
Shah-Dez, which existed until the seventh AH century, is due to the fact
that its name has changed? 3- Possible Sar-Qal’eh hill in Lavasan be the
same as Shah-Dez?

The main hypothesis is that: 1- Shah-Dez is located in Lavasan to
Qasran and its characteristics are consistent with the characteristics of one
of the Lavasan-Qasran forts.2- It is possible that after the destruction of
Shah-Dez by the Mongols, its name was changed and it was given another
name. 3- Sar-Qal’eh hill in Lavasan can be the same as Shah-Dez.

This type of research is based on two field and library sections that go
hand in hand and fall into the realm of Historical Geography, Archeology,
and Architecture. Reporting historical evidence and utilizing remote
sensing knowledge and indigenous oral data will also play a significant
role in shaping the outcome. At the beginning, statistics were prepared
from all sites, including caves, cemeteries, castles or related ancient hills,
pre-identified and newly discovered, and by visiting these sites, their data
were categorized and analyzed, and options Irrelevant was left out. Then,
the options that are more compatible with historical sources were separated
and the selected cases were weighed and evaluated more accurately with
the data of historical sources so that we could reach the position of Shah-

Dez among them.
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Identified Traces

By the analysis of report of Joveini, we find that we should search for
Shah-Dez in the area of old Lavasan, which borders on Tabaristan, and
identify and survey the forts of this area.

By identifying and examining four Kafar Qal’eh Which were attributed
to the Isma’ilis, It turned out that the two Kafar Qal’eh in Veskareh
and Lavasan pass were both used as watch towers and small garrisons.
Kafar Qal’eh in Chaharbagh was a pre-Islamic cemetery and settlement,
and another Kafar Qal’eh in the eastern pastures of Lavasan was a small
settlement from the Middle Ages that did not have the characteristics of a
fortress.

In the central part of Lavasan village, there is Sar-Qal’eh hill that is
about 100 meters wide &150 meters long. On the initial visit to the hill,
small remains of the perimeter fence and arch of the bath gate and one of
the towers and an overview of the plan of the castle were identified. With
additional studies, it became clear that Sar-Qal’eh hill, the same as Lavasan
castle, was the seat of Lavasan rulers. Based on archeological excavations,
it was determined that the lower layers of the excavated section belong
to the Seljuk period, and in the patriarchal, Timtrid and Safavid periods,
architectural spaces were added to it. It is as if this fortress was destroyed
by the Mongols and rebuilt in the eighth century AH. The only heavy
attack that led to the complete destruction of the Alborz forts in the fifth
to seventh centuries AH was the Mongol invasion led by Hulagu Khan to
destroy the Isma’ilis.

Conclusion

Therefore, the only fortress in Qasran, which was between the 5th and
8th centuries AH, was the Isma’ili base and could have the title of Shah-
Dez, was the present Sar-Qal’eh. Secondly, it is located at the border with
Tabaristan and next to Lar and Damavand. According to the report of
Joveini, the Hulagukhan camp was here.

According to the Author’s studies, it was located in Qushkhaneh in Lar,
which is right next to the pavilion, because the remains of the pavilion
of the Ilkhans, especially Arghtin Shah, are located here. Thirdly, it was
located on the fort or the passage of Hulagukhan, and since it was not
very high, therefore, it was not very strong and it was opened in one to
two days. The watchtowers, forts and surrounding pastures called Kafar
Qal’eh and Dezd Darreh and the Shahneshin area in the same area where
Sar-Qal’eh hill is located, leave no doubt that the remains of the Shah-Dez
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were located in the same Sar-Qal’eh hill. Until the eighth century, it fell
into the hands of the Rostamdar kings and Lavasan castle was built on it.
By the attack of Timur Lang These fortresses were conquered and used
until Safavid times.
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Fig. 1. Map of Historical Qasran (Qasran- e
Dakhel and Qasran-e Kharej), (Kariman,
1356: 2/488).
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Fig. 2. The Map of Shemiranat City
(Shemiran, Lavasan, Rudbar-e Qasran),
(Mahmoudian, 1381: 22-23).
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Fig. 3. Map Of Tehran -Haraz (Gitashenasi),
Entry Routes Of The Mongol Armies
To Qasran For Besiege Of Shah-Dez;
Blue Route: Right Side Armies Under
Command Bughateymur & Kuka Ilkay
From Mazandaran Route. Yellow Route:
Left Side Armies Lead By Tekodaraghul &
Kidbughanovian From Khar Road. Green
Route: Center Armies Lead By Holagukhan
From Firuzkuh Road. Red Route: Armies
Of Iraq & Alamut Under Command Princes
Bolghay & Tutar From Taleghan Road.
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Table 1. Castles And Fortifications Surveyed In Lavasan And Its Borders With Mazandaran And Tehran (Author, 1391-1390).
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Fig. 4. Troglodytic Cistern of Shah-Dez of
Arangeh (Momeni, 1400).
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Fig. 5. Qal'eh Dokhtar of Taraghiyan of
Jajrud (Afrund, 1401).
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Fig. 6. The Hill of Sar-Qal’eh of Lavasan
Before Freeing (Author, 1390).
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Before Excavation (Author, 1390).
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Fig. 8. The Hill of Sar-Qal’eh/Shah-Dez After
First Fase of Excavation (Author, 1397).
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Fig. 9. Found Pottery Pieces Before

Excavation (Author, 1390).
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Fig. 10. Pottery Obtained From Excavation
(Ne'mati, 1397).
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Fig. 12. Entrance Gate (Ne'mati, 1397).
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Fig. 13. A Part of the Room in The East of The
Citadel (Author, 1397).
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Fig. 15. An Aerial View of The Hill of Sar-
Qal eh/Shah-Dez After Excavation First Fase

(Ne'mati, 1397).

il 85l ol L Lol ol o351 adbiclonal i cslalSonial ) oLaS o
) 9392 A2lss oo gruly TABl (gt el g ;e saieS joels Al e

oy Jlo 19 310 518 w5led 5 Gliwpus b (e ds 53 Sl oo -
' ol 0393 LI 53 (1039) 9 (rheogr 40 Byl 590 0

o559 (593 e call Jiad poallinity 5 (cgd (1S o Lo eaSenl g -
0581 e,15 3529 Y85 55 (S SingS 5 o831l 51 (5320 Ll 0 ¥ 50
WDy g0 00le3 (s SLingS = wlseingdy

o (50l Il g ansls )8 s SV St ) IS, 585 5 caSipl pges -
o2l 5 0 03585 59y 50 1 G 4o 5 axls o (015 p Sl gyl 3l 3yl
o e (Slys g 390 00U drd L dield y3 4S9y elow! clagd claliwl )
S e g0l ydly 48 158 oLl aS analy (o ly et (il

PL% (Sssli a3 9 e SlolSovinl (b lag aSen! p)les -
S 30 pL et (699) 5 critdolds (slapligls D525 5 (0)350) ccaald 3IS)
2 Cgelosl piiazmor i 5 pgo 3SThe 51 A5 S a5 (gupo axliy s A
w009 80 e jO oyl yund



IFoY Jlom o Dannt By93 (V5 Byloit @ /(u

(dukselosl) (Boomdiw 0 Comnitio 5l (L a8 Wlo 05 (6000, ;500
i U v slbodis Jolas jo a8 ol 300l len Ll aaldy s 4550
olesS¥n (50 L g o5 olyad ) adeslonl (55550 (slago 5l yaBigyza
ity Solo cawdds piim 3dw 13 ,L,)500 .0 ¢y9die § ilyug . B.d SOF 4o
Solo g sz (ol olin 5 5l o sl )0 lsle) Aald pL Lo 5 (5Ll
\)_9)5\09).) U"‘ uluw&).o 8- YAY JLM) )9 (5 “\'“’Lf CawddCuwwd )‘.,\M)
°)L.’9‘> u_)s PR U‘)—u’9 QW Lm)a U‘" a((ggu\))w» U“’)H l_: sl ecws
(g0 u»L.\.s‘— oLy Uy L'59 RV L5)|‘>)-.’°)'er.’ 9 Lg)Lw)l; )lA.o.X_w) g{ain Cawddy
D9 yemaro (b (ilhall Sale pac 4o ol HLL (<l

d)‘)’swts*"’
2 Bl 48 oS o0 005t jaagte Sliwl Gl HLu | (ol oyt
ol (Eagi 9 35 delielol (slaid oinga )l 38 (lwlis sl ool
sliwly )3 20l plosl haal o Ll (lymess (B0l GLdlas 1o (Slase s
oL 90,8 edad Wls ey e diai)] )51 it lpal (sl jagh
5155 et (50,5 LT (a5 (lolids o5 (sl g 3l s 0L 0,8
5 bl L aS oS 1008 4oL (09 b Sk yuol sy 40 oliin dad
liac 51,8 Jlgan Lo cublis 5 pyoc aET clyly ol Lnabgoes oyl s
b 5 lhad Logy 5 pluls) sladbyms bt bl claingsy ol
adlsg 51,3118 45 0)l50 Lioyedle ofgas cblnais liuspeds (Samdlyn o)1)
b o 318l Yl ctngS lnly) ()l LT ebslas (cly olgs
Sl S T8 dozme g (sens Lioydasee ongay cdaldy b 4 (3518 s
3198 JLaS 530l izl 5 silwonsil slisly ) oLyl S
gyl LBy yudodald 159,40 laoold (gl w598l ouB ol SCen 51yl
500l bl 3l 55 o (sLeey 55 ol (gl (togo damo mgd )55 0m 5l

ol i 25551
aslolis

JL3I olas proual 4o s pds 0y Y Yo ¢y celS ) basdwl ol -
s odo el Lt s ol g ¢ ool
sl ols olio s @lylas igy qomd dla )i
- Sysab BLolS wllasl: s o oloiy o>

ol s 5 By DS AYAA (s s dae cathaluloloze] -
ool o a5l 5 slil ylojlas

tnu




N\

.l
Gl 155 » i
’{’g - ,dt "{; /;).J\éLmszéq;.;tUJL},&@\bm):tjzau:&Sy

/

G Jolis asdaluadolaze) sy YA (3 s doseo cailaludlblose] -
Lol a1 olygs «odoes pbliges t 55 cdllusy las 5

rolad (s elis resuaias Lolagy dags OV adllsLdgl (Lol -
Ll Bl plasl asbols

)l_‘».)% 9 ul—k\)‘?J :dg‘ A_l> ‘L)‘W u_’ﬁgg)b)l_ﬂ» AYAY 6)—&0[.3 cd\bg)_bus%’lg -
ehlasl glhed (g Sl sladbyxe (Bimo 5 (S0l sLblan)olpal
(0Bl youiS Simydcslye ylojlus

.éo\é 0\.%).2 LS»))\S S\&;s 6\\”\“’ 6(0[.@).?) L.(Ll’} O{WM 4‘_5}_",)4:3 -
Syl L sl oL 2 ol oo g lcemypd wadsis b 1o 15

)J Lg)_ia)b 9 L;wl.muul.mub s uﬁ)‘}j» AYN-Iva. ‘OL:LM: cd_dsa -
(blyras Gl Glwlyd (iso e38 g Lo dadb g waly> g dope s
(0005 piiie) olytd bl (Simyb il JS o)l

9 w&fw.\:\.é cd)li_;‘\iy 5‘-9_"})3- W Jb)‘}j» c\\“\\—\\“\o cOLOLMJ cé_ﬁ.éﬁj —
ol Sl JS oyl blyacts iy 5 S5 45 b cnas
(o yitio) ¢yl yas
85 )y Lt diamoe

s ol (Y05 lied sl ol algalolos oyl bl Lind sl -
9 09373&3‘& L;QJM u;.\_w;du BN Y U\—’)\)" co\_tAo\.S ‘U\A&\a_m\ IV
RUIELSUAPROR SR e =o‘)-é"3 (S oy dare

e gl AFAF ¢ lian oyl ol dgllslas ol il Liab Al -
FOlR S gmge (shlaan § g desre i IS a cpgd W (SE Siue 7)s
o3 Sy 3l

)_J&j :OI)_Q‘.; :))_o;\ 6\.%09343_3)) )») W\&—m\ E-\)\Jt AYEY c)_Q‘%-s.Lo 50\)91_»0 -
(S)9kb

:u_.é)9l;3 9 C_.\Jua_’ “ @\5\7:3\ Qmaﬁ AYVo ‘u"té .)9|J o 6_13 u_]9 c9lnl_~u -
'f’9‘>

1o )] Lo pede ¢ b drociion (Kinbgh ¢ gommld £5ST e ¢y Lidgeso -
LG8 Sy el 9 sl el padiladgyr lprads ompels (pllo) VYAV (L,
ol (LI g (ol dnge 1851045

(3N g Glagy i pdo TS MV copillias o ol oy -
Lswgyd BBuly 115 1 las (o bls pwlie splesnl 5 musuasa



/

sl Gl 15

YFoY 5l om0 djant 8y33 (Y5 Bylomit E\}g@f ".dtH{
\

ey 9 SIS G ATFY uilleat o il (hepe -
P9 uL> cO‘ﬁl &.\.b).’:) .)l_.\.u )_wl; u|)_e‘.: 0D giw yR2gio 1AL g pratuaid

iploalds 03B 2as YAV ol (ol o dllias o gB Bgis -
eSyrel 33U ol (2lp cedlies

oyl dan 3. et 5 sk )\ 5300 YAV (gl g)l8 ey linoline -
b Lol el Ltz s e gias

Ao 15 13l VAY bylats At —3lim Gl (sladal) it  owlisleS -
il 3155 5 sl

Olalg) aald s adogmma 39S 5 ( 3yaS 35S YAV Ly deste o e -
(65 g (Sadyicslie o8 idghs My Sy

Aoz ey Oy 30 (us\ec) (Glmaald Oliie als) OYAS (o o by -
3o ol s g cloydo g

AN o . pVAVA 2. 3.2 WAV cdlliiie ool yod)l Glecds (g9 Bl -
3l )3 185 1gym p g W

- Ajand, J., 1986, Mar ‘ashian Uprising. Tehran: Amirkabir Publications.

- Amoli, O., 1313, History of Riiyan. edited by Abbas Khalili,
Tehran:Printing House: Aghdam, Igbal Library. [In Persian].

- Etemad-ol-Saltaneh, M. H. Kh., 1298, Book of Geography and History
of Lar. Tehran: National Archives and Library of Iran. [In Persian].

- Etemad-ol-Saltaneh, M. H. Kh., 1335, “Qal’eh Noor (1)”. Yaghma
Magazine, Tehran: 3: 117-118. [In Persian].

- Geology, Guide Map of Tehran Haraz - Map No. 182, Tehran:
Publication of the Institute of Geography and Cartography of Geology. [In
Persian].

- Hiibschmann, H., 1897, Armenische Grammatik, (Theil 1). Liepzig,
Druck und Verlag Von Breitkopf Hértel, (P: 141).

- Ibn al-Athir, A. al-H. A.-ibn M. Sh. al-J. Al-Kamil in History. Volume
10, Beirut: Dar Sader Publications, First Edition.

- Ibn Esfandiar Kateb, H., 1320, History of Tabarestan. edited by: Abbas
Igbal Ashtiani, Tehran: Padideh Khavar Publications. [In Persian].

- Joveini, A., 2012, History of Jahangosha. edited by: Mohammad
Qazvini, Tehran: Negah Publishing Institute. [In Persian].

- Kariman, H., 1977, Qasran (Kihsaran), the first volume of the first
part. Tehran: Publication of the National Works Association. [In Persian].

- Kharaxi, 1., 1390, Parthian Stations, Adaptation to Greek Texts and
English Translation and Comments: Wilfred H. Schaff. Translated by: Firooz



N\

.l
iy 455 . -
’{’g - ‘dt "{; }A\ngya;@p&;@hWﬁ 400l 3 Gadgd

/

Hassan Aziz, etc., Tehran: Ganjineh Honar Publications, [COMOS Cultural
Institute of Iran. [In Persian].

- Mahmoudian, A. A.; Ghasemi, H.; Hooshmand Fini, Gh.; Artidar, R.,
2002, Atlas of Shemiran city: Rudbar Ghasran, Lavasan and Shemiran city
(Tajrish). Tehran: Published by the Institute of Geography and Cartography
of Geology.[In Persian].

- Marashi, Z. Ibn-N., 1333, History of Tabarestan, Royan and
Mazandaran. edited by Abbas Shayan, Tehran: Ferdowsi Printing House.
[In Persian].

- Marashi, Z.-Ibn N., 1347, History of Gilan and Dilemistan. edited by:
Manouchehr Sotoudeh, Tehran: Publisher of the Iranian Culture Foundation,
second edition. [In Persian].

- Mostufi Qazvini, H.-Ibn A. A., 2008, Selected History. by: Abdolhossein
Navai, Tehran: Amirkabir Publisher. [In Persian].

- Mustafa Qazvini, H.-Ibn A. A., 1388, Nozhat al-Qulub. Qazvin: Hadith
Today, third edition. [In Persian].

- Nemati, M. R., 1397, Speculation and excavation report of Lavasan
Bozorg area of Tehran. Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research Institute.
[In Persian].

- Pazouki Toroudi, N., 2003, Shemiran historical monuments. first
volume: Lavasan and Rudbar Qasran (historical geography and introduction
of ancient sites, etc.), Tehran: Publications of the Cultural Heritage
Organization (Research Institute). [In Persian].

- Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Ibn Emad al-Dawlah Abi al-Khair, Hamedani.
1977, Comprehensive Chronicles, Part of the Ismailis, Fatimids,
Nizarians, etc. by: Mohammad Taghi Daneshpajooh & Mohammad
Modarresi Zanjani, Tehran: Book Translation and Publishing Company.
[In Persian].

- Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Ibn Emad al-Dawlah Abi al-Khair, Hamedani.
1394, Comprehensive Chronicles; History of Mubarak Ghazani. Volume
2, by: Mohammad Roshan & Mostafa Mousavi, Tehran: Written Heritage
Publisher. [In Persian].

- Shamloo, W. Q.-Ibn D. Q., 1996, Ghesas Al-Khagani. edited and
footnote by: Seyyed Hassan Sadat Naseri, Tehran: Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance Publications, Second Edition. [In Persian].

- Sotideh, M., 1983, Isma’ili forts in the Alborz Mountains. Tehran:
Tahoori Publishing. [In Persian].

- Sotiideh, M., 1995, From Astara to Astarbad, Monuments and Historical



IFoY Jlom o Dannt By93 (V5 Byloit

Monuments of Western Mazandaran. Volume 3, Tehran: Agha Publishing.
[In Persian].

- Sykes, S. P. M., 1902, Ten thousand miles in Persia. or, Eight years in
Iran. London: John Murray Publishing House.

- Tofigh, S., 2012-2011, “Archaecological Survey Report and Review in
Determining the Area and Areas of Areas, Hills and Castles of Lavasan”.
Shemiranat County, General Directorate of Cultural Heritage of Tehran
Province (unpublished). [In Persian].

- Turkman, E. B.. 2003, History of ‘Alam-ara-ye ‘Abbdst. Volume 2 of
the First Quarter, under the supervision of lists and introduction by Iraj
Afshar, Tehran: Amirkabir Publications. [In Persian].

- Willey, P., 2007, The Eagle’s Nest of Ismaili Castles in Iran and Syria.
Translated by: Fereydoun Badrahai, Tehran: Farzan Rooz Publishing. [In
Persian].

- Yaqut Hamwi, Sh. Abu-A., 1397 AH, 1979 AD, Mo jam Al-Boldan.
Volume 4, Beirut: Publisher.

/

Gb 55 4




