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Abstract

The old city of Sirjan developed during the 11" —
Qal’eh Sang near the modern city of Sirjan. There is a limestone
staircase with an inscription on the northern slope of Qaleh Sang. Various
hypotheses have been made about its function, such as a Minbar or pulpit
for a mosque from the Muzaffarids period, or an artifact related to the
fire-altar. In the excavation at the Qal’eh Sang in 2015 new information
was obtained about the staircase that is important for evaluating previous
hypotheses. The question is what was the process of formation, changes,
and functions of the stone staircase in the Qal’eh Sang? This paper deals
with the results of the excavation at Qal’eh Sang and the study of historical
sources. The results show that this artifact was not a staircase form before
789 AH/1387 CE. Therefore, it did not resemble the stone stairs of the fire-
altar in Pasargadae. An inscription was first created on this artifact in 789

15™ centuries in the

AH/1387 CE, and then its stairs were carved. Furthermore, no evidence of
the mosque was found in the excavation around the staircase. Therefore,
it was not an insitu Minbar or Pulpit. The north slope of Qal’eh Sang lay
outside the Gate and was, therefore, on the outskirts of the city. This area
has become a hewing workshop after the decline of the city. This stone
artifact was probably made as a memorial to Sultan Ahmad, the Muzafarri
ruler. It seems that the carving process of the Minbar was still in progress
after the Timur’s invasion, but was never completed.

Keywords: Qal’eh Sang, Stone Minbar, Stone Hewing, The Art of

Muzaffarids, Archacology of Sirjan.
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Introduction

The old city of Sirjan was a strategic city between Kerman and Fars during
the Islamic era. The position of this city as the capital of Kerman had made
it important in the early Islamic centuries. After that, Sirjan maintained
its importance as a focal point on the northern roads of the Persian Gulf
(Amirhajloo and Sedighian, 2020: 1).

According to archeological evidence and historical sources, the city
of Sirjan was developed in Qal’eh Sang - 8 km southeast of the modern
city of Sirjan - during the 5th to 9th centuries AH/11th -15th centuries
AD (Afzal al-Din Kermani, 1947: 426; Monshi Kermani, 1949: 84-85;
Mustawfi, 2009: 201). One of the most characteristic cultural materials on
the northern slope of the Qal’eh Sang is a stone staircase with inscriptions.

The Research Question is as Follows: What was the process of
formation, changes, and functions of the stone staircase in the Qal’eh
Sang? Accordingly, in the archaeological excavation in the Qal’eh Sang,
one of the three trenches was selected around the stone staircase. Analyzes
about the process of making and function of the staircase were presented
by matching the data obtained from historical sources, the technical study
of the staircase, its inscriptions, and findings of the excavation in Trench
L.

Archaeological Studies

The main parts of the old city of Sirjan are formed in the east, south, and
west of Qaleh Sang. The main gate of the city is located in the northeast.
There are also architectural evidence and remains on the northern slope, but
this section of Qal’eh Sang was outside the city, according to archeological
evidence (Amirhajloo and Sedighian, 2020). The stone staircase is located
on the northern slope of the Qal’eh Sang.

This staircase is made of white limestone in the shape of a vertical
trapezoid with a height of 210 cm, a base of 276 cm, a chord of 290 cm,
and a total width of 100 cm. On the southern body of the stone staircase,
an inscription is engraved in one vertical and five horizontal rectangular
frames. The upper part of the vertical frame is cut due to the creation of
stairs. The inscription of the top frame is almost blurred, but the inscription
of the other four horizontal frames from top to bottom is as follows:

“The righteous king, the victorious from heaven, with a valuable and
obvious victory, the pillar of truth and religion, trusting in the needless God
through his good deeds, Sultan Ahmad, whose Authority was immortalized
by God”. At the bottom of the frame, the phrase “The least servants of the



N\

?fg{:ﬁ U’t : ,2 @ Vol. 13, No. 36, Spring 2023

/

Sultan...” is mentioned. The inscription of the vertical frame also indicates
the date of the work: “In Jumada (?) Al-Ula of the year 789 Ah”. Emad
al-Din Ahmad ruled in Kerman from 786 AH to 795 AH as a Muzaffarid
Sultan after his brother, Shah Shoja (Basworth, 2002: 506; Qazvini, 2007:
198).

Discussion

Archaeological excavations around the stone staircase identified brick and
clay walls, carved stone scraps, pottery pieces, and other small objects.
The excavated architecture does not have a symmetrical plan and a regular
structure. No signs of the Shabistan (mosque nave) and other spaces of a
mosque were identified in this excavation. The relative chronology of the
ceramics indicates that this part belongs to the fifth to early ninth century
AH (Amirhajloo and Sedighian, 2020). Furthermore, the area around the
stone staircase was a part of the city on the way to the main gate. But when
the staircase was turned into a pulpit, it was turned into a workshop outside
the city.

Varjavand believed that this artifact was a staircase of fire-altar from
pre-Islamic times (Varjavand, 1972: 112). But Varjavand’s hypothesis is
criticized. Because the inscription was carved earlier than the cutting of
the stairs. This means that it did not have a stair shape at first, but had an
inscription from 789 AH. Later, when the stairs were carved, the upper
part of the vertical inscription was destroyed. The second critique is that
there is no evidence from the Achaemenid to the Sassanid period around
the Qal’eh Sang up to fifty kilometers (see: Hatami, 1995; Varjavand,
1972; Amirhajloo, 2015; Morgan and Leatherby, 1987; Sykes, 1902).
Furthermore, it seems that this staircase was not moved from a historical
site further away to the Qal’eh Sang. Because, it was not logical to move
this heavy staircase from another place to the Qal’eh Sang, while there is
an abundant source of stone in the center of the Qal’eh Sang. Secondly,
the material of the rocks in the center of the city and those of the stairs is
completely the same (sedimentary limestone).

Based on archaeological and historical evidence, it is suggested that this
staircase was made as “a memorial or propaganda object, or a symbol of
the legitimacy and power of the sultan”. Then its function was changed to
the pulpit. There are several reasons for this suggestion:

First, the position of Emad al-Din Ahmad in Kerman and his influence
on the rulers and deputies of the subordinate provinces, including Sirjan.

Second, the efforts of Emad al-Din Ahmad to strengthen the foundations
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of government and the continuation of legitimacy after 786 AH (the time of
the death of the Shah Shoja).

Third, the efforts of his supporters to keep his name.

Fourth, the independence of the staircase from architectural structures.

Conclusion

The staircase of Qal’eh Sang did not resemble the stone stairs of the fire-
altar in Pasargadae, because it was not a staircase from before 789 AH/1387
CE. An inscription was first created on this artifact in 789 AH/1387 CE,
and then its stairs were carved. Furthermore, no evidence of the mosque
was found in the excavation around the staircase. The north slope of Qal’eh
Sang lay outside the Gate and was, therefore, on the outskirts of the city.
This area has become a hewing workshop after the decline of the city.
This stone artifact was probably made as a memorial to Sultan Ahmad, the
Mugzafarri ruler. The function of this object seems to have changed to the
staircase or pulpit after the invasion of Timur. The carving process was still

in progress after Timur’s invasion but was never completed.
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Pla. 2. 3D representation of the stone staircase
and the trench T1 (3D design by: SketchUp
2016; Authors, 2016).
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Fig. 9. Right: Left:
Unglazed Ceramic from the excavation

Glazed ceramics;

around the stone staircase in trench T1

(Amirhajloo, 2015).
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Tab. 1. Characteristics of the ceramics excavated around the stone staircase in trench T1 (Authors, 2020).

oy o 0F8) G ooy ojel | oped | g |B)led
(g2 ashd | 7,k
(Bivar, 2000: 442, N: b71-68) ;lo)S |,uée v-0 xS g oyl ylid | obawle | o956 wy| A \
(Bivar, 2000: 444) o) 1put (AR YR «Sogn) by v-0 LE bawle | 3955 wy | wn A
(Wilkinson, 1973: 356-357) ,4Las
(Bivar, 2000: 442, N: b71-68) ;lo)S | v-0 Gl olid g oxS | (oobawle | (3955 oy | wn ¥
(Bivar, 2000: 444) -l S 1,ue (AL YA Sogn) iy v-0 ool bavle | (3955 )| wn ¥
(Wilkinson, 1973: 356-357) ,glis
(Bivar, 2000: 442, N: b71-68) ;lo)S |, Y- 5088 (o)lpl (5lid | oobamle | 2955 oy | ww o
0433
(Bivar, 2000: 442, N: b71-68) oS |,ue V-0 lils s ©bawle | (3655 gwy| an 5
(Bivar, 2000: 444) ;LS Lt (AL YR «Sugn) cdpn v-0 LE bdwle | 3955 wy | wn 4
(Wilkinson, 1973: 356-357) gl
(Bivar, 2000: 442, N: b71-68) ;lo)S |,uée Y- Gl4aS5 03938l g ouiS | (odbawle | (03956 (wy| A A
(Treptow, 2007: 38) ¢, (Bivar, 2000: 417-420) olo)S 1yt A=A | Syse Ol ol obawle | 63956 (wy| 4 g
Priestman, ) 4, g (Kennet, 2004: 58, 142) ol,ll cibaoll S disoj
(2013: 624, 702
(YIV WY (sgmga) S 00> A Sl pj 5 £ - SHg | M|
(Barnes et al., 2010: 336 & 357) Cygy o S5y S5
(Kon g jme) ()0 3L (Watson, 2004: 462-463) ;, .5 Verh | ok Ol 5 B | 4k S| ssad | aw )
(VAY :3va. o Al
(Bivar, 2000: 338 & 419, N: ¢79-802) I,,.¢ A=Y Aoj 0 Ol yj ol8 | acd SB | nads | S | WY
(V5 VY (alyp) LIS ((YYY NYVE  ggmne) inS o> g
(VDY ¥R Sypn) S -5 S5 by | add S| sas | oas | oY
(Priestman, 2013: 700) ol s &5l
(Bivar, 2000: 413 - 415) ol )S | e
(Treptow, 2007: 38) ¢, (Bivar, 2000: 417-420) 1,.¢ -y ok Ol 5 B8 | oobawle | 3555 wy| A ¥
(Kennet, 2004: 58, 142) aosdl l, cilaol! S o
(Priestman, 2013: 624, 702) 4, g
ool mds dsls cladbge (Barnes et al., 2010: 376) (> Ye—A M g o VSRS O IV 0
(Priestman, 2013: 711, plate 171)
(Bivar, 2000: 338 & 419, N: ¢79-802) 1,.& A=V wioj P ollp) olB | ades S| eads | gy |V
(V5 VY (ol i) LS ((YYY NYVE  sgmge) LinS o> RV
(Priestman, 2013: 711, plate 171) s, zds auils glodbogomal  Ve—A RPN Wb SB | &4 %
(Treptow, 2007: 38) ¢, (Bivar, 2000: 417-420) 1,.& -y ok Ol 5 alE | obawle | (9355 (| S 7
(Kennet, 2004: 58, 142) aosdl l, cilaoll Sloo b dige;
(Priestman, 2013: 624, 702) o, g
(Priestman, 2013: 701-2) 4l Cgix a-A M g (o aid SB[ s | S 4
(Treptow, 2007: 38) , (Bivar, 2000: 417-420) |,.¢ -y 2 e Ol 5 BB | odbawle | (356 (wy| S Y.
(Kennet, 2004: 58, 142) acsdl ol ciladll S dipo
(Priestman, 2013: 624, 702) ) g
(Priestman, 2013: 701-2) o)yl o> a-A Sy 9 o Wi SB | ead | oGS [T




/

sl Gl 15

YFoY 5l om0 djant 8y33 (Y5 Bylomit ,{,g ".dtH{
\

olzsl g8y 5 ¢l (S o8 glie bL! oy (sl Sl pgo 9
ol 30 el by90 31 50 (6,500 Ll bl Sylace 4 OB Ll  Sw
Oy o 0 9 Siawdald sl il (sl 9l g by gy ) S Jl>yo
b9 3l (a2 S B (Samyd dlge 5 anle s ()l (g t0liS oLy pSusd gl g
cJ\_’,el?)g AYVYY ‘u-“"b ) 6)) Cowl 0iS LF’L“’L“" u_,l_wl.w (I} wl?cm
.(Morgan & Leatherby, 1987; Sykes, 1902 £\Ya¥ (g l>l> 0l )Y0)

ol dbsme S il g 5590 ladats jl ol JUissl oy sy oo a5 40
S b (S o8y S (Siped @l gns Luglio yolooly Lol el 03505
£33l 5 lusSo Salsh Sts 53 1 i « Stsdalld dogono 3500 55 oo 8500
Jsdss (S Gl waBL 5 g do Sl S JS0s « wlSasl ¢lie « K5,
Soow ablis 5o LmuiA_.MSw €559 &m’@ ‘(LQM Jxe 65y 31) S
slaylize il (pols Habay (Sal gl S (gl g 99t o0 ax8)S 1 las)o
Bl g bylisbugyy 55 b Gl 1 Sile wisle (6,505 Lo Sy <5
LolS aS’  Sal clo K dsges sl (Oates, 1998: 15-16) 3yls conl 33
STy syl cyls oS 05,15y (allB L g Wlods LSias culS’ SIS
(rmSs s oo i) 0y S0 g o bl (peglyd olgis L a8
o Joloso sl asly (gyping 35850 § ol yolic 45 Sal claKiw a0l
e Sy ol dunlie g dallas . (Ibid: 18) sz 3y) L 508 0,3 (6ymS
09)5}‘93)_m A e ul.m.a &»w;ﬁwﬁbduoﬂog@w&uu
Py g9 cul.p)fu}.\b L; u.u)lj ke 4)_<:n) u_>|94).> G\SL;B).) ol w_mlf
‘oxwml.\m ch)_a.so-) Cowl 0dsi u.i%] Lgl.m&_u PRSI &_)) oyl
slreygo @YW L St (S8 aS ol s g5 L e i v (VWA VoV S
4(\; :\Ylio 5(_5‘)-0}‘ 9 L;'}LQ‘.&AO‘).AQ.‘)) &.w‘ dlms u_éu\..o cu.ab 6)‘9M 9 géLo
Sl S 48 (iola slagls 5 2B Lub sladsges :aile) yope Ly (455,80
L slsen 5 Bl g5 5l o Sl g oo g (5)Tpslie § yTs8 e
L(OYAF/A/YD ‘o,\;wwha.o s.)|)_>u|).>]) Cowl I

9 038 (els Joo et 51 (S OIS ol S sy oo s sl
8y Suo Ciliste (gl yisu yd « iz v ol 0390 28l IS0 ypar jo laol
wd slaase b Sow ghysunl 31 (6Bl e Kiwaals 5550 50  Sal Kiw canbs



N\

$EA I0

/

bohsd &yguods wd do JUT .90 pmiguas P
SLrepus jf S lybuim] o liinds 53905

LOFAF (00, K0) Sicwazld 5550
Fig. 10. Hand drill trace in the form of
vertical lines in order to stone mining from
the rocks in the center of the Qal’eh Sang
(Authors, 2015).
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Fig. 11. Fragments of limestone obtained
from context 1027, the result of hammering
on stone objects during the carving step
(Authors, 2015).
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the excavation, Semi-hewn and unfinished
cubic stone object (Authors, 2015).
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south of the stone staircase (The above photo
by the authors, 2015; The photos below by
Mr. Mokhtari, 2020) .
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