Bu —A]l Sin
University

.@. .‘33

Iranian Scientific ®

Archaeological \ z
Association —

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Vol. 14, No. 40, Spring 2024

P. ISSN: 2345-5225 & E. ISSN: 2345-5500
Homepage: https://nbsh.basu.ac.ir/

OPEN a ACCESS

© The Author(s)

1. PhD Candidate in Archaeology, Department
of Archaeology, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Department of
Archaeology, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author)

Email: mdehpahlavan@ut.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of
Archaeology, Research Institute of Cultural
Heritage & Tourism, Tehran, Iran

Citations: Babazadeh, S.; Dehpahlavan, M.
& Malekzadeh, M., (2024). “New Evidence
of Increasing Social Complexities in the
Qazvin Plain at the Beginning of the First
Millennium B.C.”. Pazhoheshha-ye Bastan
Shenasi Iran, 14(40): 59-92. doi: 10.22084/
nb.2023.27164.2535

Homepage of this Article: https:/nbsh.basu.
ac.ir/article_5293.html?lang=en

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Archaeological Researches of Iran
Journal of Department of Archacology, Faculty of Art and

Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran.

Publisher: Bu-Ali Sina University. All rights
reserved.

@Copyrighl©2022, The Authors. This open-
access article is published under the terms of
the Creative Commons.

New Evidence of Increasing Social
Complexities in the Qazvin Plain at the
Beginning of the First Millennium B.C.

Saman Babazadeh', Mostafa Dehpahlavan’, Mehrdad Malekzadeh®

4. https://dx.doi.org/ 10.22084/NB.2023.27164.2535
Received: 2022/12/01; Accepted: 2023/01/22
Type of Article: Research
Pp: 59-92

Abstract

Qareh Tepe in Sagzabad is the only Iron Age site in the Qazvin Plain that
has been extensively excavated. Unfortunately, due to the destruction of
the upper layers of this mound, the information from the end of the second
and first millennia BC of the area is insufficient. A new cemetery, in the
east of Qareh Tepe, was found in the archeological excavations during
2016. The graves in this cemetery belonged to the first half of the first
millennium and the end of the second millennium BC. Since cemeteries
are valuable archaeological contexts to study various social aspects, the
finds from this new cemetery could provide valuable information on the
social structure of the resident society in the area during the timeframe
mentioned. According to the existing theoretical models about social
evolution, the present study aimed to evaluate the archaeological findings
and compare them with the information obtained from the Neo-Assyrian
accounts. The results revealed the existence of a hierarchical society with
the transmission of hereditary social status at least since the end of the
second millennium BC in the area. Furthermore, the finds from the first
half of the first millennium BC indicated evidence of the separation of the
cemetery space, emphasis on genealogy, population growth, sizeable mud-
brick buildings, extensive trans-regional relations, and the intensification
of metal production in the area. These findings indicated the increasing
social complexities at the beginning of the first millennium BC. In addition,
in their accounts, some Neo-Assyrian kings mentioned a place called “Bit-
Kapsi”; this place was probably in the Qazvin Plain. “Bit- Kapsi” was a
kind of regional polity or chiefdom during the 8th century BC in the area.
The archaeological evidence indicates increasing social complexities at the
beginning of the first millennium BC in the area, which could be associated
with the emergence of “Bit- Kapsi”.

Keywords: Qareh Tepe, Sagzabad, Qazvin Plain, Iron Age, Social

Complexity, Bit-Kapsi.
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Introduction

Qareh Tepe of Sagzabad, located in the southwest of the Qazvin Plain, was
one of the three mounds selected for archaeological excavations by the
Department of Archaeology of the University of Tehran. Its archaeological
sequence encompasses the Chalcolithic Period, Bronze Age, Iron Age, and
the Achaemenid Period (Malek Shahmirzadi, 1987; Azizi Kharanaghi and
Niknami, 2013). Unfortunately, due to the extensive unauthorized digging
and farming activities, many parts of the upper layers of this mound
have been damaged (Malek Shamirzadi, 1987), leading to insufficient
information about the communities of the end of the second millennium
and the beginning of the first millennium BC. Fortunately, recent
excavations have led to the identification of a cemetery on the eastern side
of Qareh Tepe (Dehpahlavan, 2016). The archaeological findings and two
C14 samples indicated that the graves of this cemetery belong to the end
of the second millennium and the first half of the first millennium BC.
Considering the value of cemeteries in studying various social aspects, we
had the opportunity to answer some of the questions regarding the social
structure of resident communities in the area during the mentioned period.
This study aims to better understand the social structure of the communities
in the first millennium BC, according to the findings obtained from the
excavations of this cemetery and the results of previous excavations in
Qareh Tepe, as well as the written sources (Assyrian accounts).

The Eastern Cemetery of Qareh Tepe

In 2016, a cemetery belonging to the Iron Age was found in the east of
Qareh Tepe (Dehpahlavan, 2018a: 437). Five seasons of excavations in this
cemetery revealed evidence of graves that belonged to the end of the second
millennium BC and the first half of the first millennium BC (Dehpahlavan,
2016,2017,2018, 2019, and 2021). Since the graves of this cemetery were
found in different depths, they were classified into five levels: the graves of
the first to fourth levels belong to the first millennium BC, while the graves
of the fifth level belong to the end of the second millennium BC.

Burial of Children and determination of the social
organization

Hierarchical societies are introduced as regional polities (Johnson and Earle,
2000) or chiefdoms (Service, 1962). Ethnographic and anthropological
studies have indicated that in hierarchical societies, children benefit from
their fathers’ material and spiritual advantages immediately after birth. At
this stage, lineages are categorized, and people have a particular social
status from birth, regardless of their capabilities (Flannery, 2001: 55;
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Flannery, 1995: 12, 13). One of the most important archaecological findings
to identify this type of society is the burial of children with prestige goods
(Marcus, 2008).

In the eastern cemetery of Qareh Tepe, 16 independent graves of
children were found, eight of which had prestige goods. The oldest grave
of children with prestige goods belonged to the fifth level of the cemetery.
Therefore, the communities of the Qazvin Plain had a hierarchical order
and hereditary social status, at least from the end of the second millennium
BC.

Evidence of increased social complexities in the Qazvin
Plain in the first millennium
Evidence that hint to increased social complexities in the first millennium
BC has been found in the eastern cemetery of the Qazvin Plain. They are:

* Division of the cemetery space and emphasis on genealogy

Using different parts of the cemetery by groups with different social
prestige and status (Dehpahlavan, 2016), as well as the evidence of pisé
walls to separate parts of the cemetery (Dehpahlavan, 2017), and evidence
of the usage of some graves multiple times (Dehpahlavan, 2018).

* Population growth and the emergence of the sizeable mud-brick
building

The increase in the number of sites in the [ranian Central Plateau (Talaei,
2010: 20), the increase in the size of the site of Qareh Tepe of Sagzabad
during the first half of the first millennium BC (Azizi Kharanaghi, 2011:
83; Dehpahlavan, 2016), and the establishment of a substantial mud-brick
structure at this site in the first millennium BC suggest an indication of
population growth (Yadollahi & Azizi Kharanaghi, 2010).

* Developed trans-regional relations and the intensification of metal
production

The increase in the number of goods from foreign origins (Babazade,
Dehpahlavan, in press) and the increase in the iron and bronze products in
the first millennium BC (Tali, 2002; Ghodussiyan et al., 2017; Mortazavi
et al., 2011) hint at well-developed trans-regional relations.

Neo-Assyrian Sources

Some of the Neo-Assyrian kings mentioned a place known as “Bit-Kapsi”
in their historical accounts, as noted by Luckenbill (1926 and 1927).
Julian Reade identified this location to be situated in the Qazvin Plain
(Reade, 1979: 180, Reade, 1995: fig 3). These references suggest elements
of regional integration, economic control, territorial governance, and
defensive strategies against the Assyrian invasions, indicating that “Bit-
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Kapsi” functioned as a regional polity or chiefdom during the 8th century
BC, according to Johnson and Earle (2000). If we accept the Qazvin Plain as
the accurate location of “Bit-Kapsi,” the archaeological evidence pointing
towards increasing social complexities in the region further bolsters the
argument for its status as a developing entity during that period.

Conclusion

Based on the newly discovered cemetery findings, we know that the
institution of power and hereditary social hierarchy existed in this plain, at
least from the late second millennium BC. The findings of the 9th century
BC showed the segregation of parts of the cemetery with pisé walls and
an emphasis on genealogy, according to the findings obtained from the
graves excavated from within these walls. These findings may indicate
the emergence of a new social class or institution in which social status
was hereditary. In addition, there was an increasing process of population
growth, the emergence of a sizeable mud-brick building, developed
trans-regional relations, and intensification of metal products in the first
millennium BC in the area, indicating increasing social complexities. This
increasing social complexity is in line with the Assyrian written sources. It
could be associated with the development and emergence of “Bit-Kapsi,”
mentioned in the sources of the 8th century BC, which some researchers
locate it in the Qazvin Plain.
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eastern cemetery of Qareh Tepe, Sagzabad
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Tab. 1: Independent graves of children and
their estimated ages (Farnam & Khodadadi,
2018; Farnam, 2019; 2021).
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Tab. 2: Abundance of prestige goods in
children’s graves, the eastern cemetery of
Qareh Tepe, Sagzabad (Author, 2022).
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Fig. 4: 1. The cup discovered from grave 61,
2. The Arrowhead discovered from grave 61,
3. Tubular pottery vessel discovered from
grave 63 (Dehpahlavan, 2021).
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Fig. 6: 1. Eastern pise wall (12009),
Eastern cemetery, Qareh Tepe, Sagzabad
(Dehpahlavan, 2016: 34), 2. Western pise
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Sagzabad (Dehpahlavan, 2016: 150), 3. Plan
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Tepe, Sagzabad (Dehpahlavan, 2016: 159).
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Fig. 7: Gutter pipe vessel with Carved motifs
(like Mana samples) Eastern Cemetery,
Qareh Tepe, Sagzabad (Dehpahlavan, 2016:
214).
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Fig. 8: 1. Sling-stone discovered from pit
12123; 2. Iron Age III pottery discovered
from pit 12123 (Dehpahlavan, 2021).
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Fig. 9: The effect of a blow to the skull of one
of the burials of grave number 18 (Trebicka
et al., 2019: 133).
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Fig. 10: 1. Assyrian relief with unknown
origin (Barnett and Falkner, 1962: Plate LXI),
2. A relief of the siege of the city belonging
to U[pa?] from the palace of Tiglath Pilser
III (Yamada and Novotny, 2011: Figure 3,
Barnett and Falkner, 1962: Plate XL), 3. The
Assyrian king receiving the submission of a
person (Battanu?), (Barnett and Falkner,
1962: Plate LXXXYV).
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