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Abstract

The subject of the end of Shams Tabrizi’s career has attracted researchers
for a long time. In recent decades, it has also attracted the attention of
international cultural societies. Since different locations have been
proposed as the tomb of Shams Tabrizi through the years, so how to analyze
the attribution of these locations to Shams Tabrizi could be considered an
issue. Regarding the cultural and tourism importance of the Shams Tabrizi
tomb at the national and international levels, determining the location of
this tomb is the goal of this study. Therefore, the main question is: which
of the attributed sites to Shams Tabrizi is really his tomb? In doing so,
the suggestion that “the minaret” of Shams in Khoy belongs to the tomb
of Shams Tabrizi was examined. In order to answer this question and test
the supposition, the historical documents related to the tombs attributed to
Shams Tabrizi were subjected to qualitative content analysis. The analysis
of the first-hand documents obtained from domestic and foreign sources,
especially Ottoman sources, makes the location of Shams Tabrizi’s tomb
in Khoy acceptable and confirms the suggestion of the study. Analytical
examination of the minarets drawn by Metraqchi showed that the
architecture of the third minaret is different from the minarets on both sides
of the dome of the Shams’ Tomb. The textual and semantic analysis of the
discourse of public culture, including the creation of works of art, the use
of holy expressions, local names, and the endowment of the proceeds of
public places, showed the spiritual position of the personality and tomb
of Shams Tabrizi. Determining the location of Shams Tabrizi’s tomb,
analyzing its architectural features and determining the spiritual position
of Shams Tabrizi is the final achievement of this study.

Keywords: Tomb of Shams Tabrizi, Shams Tabrizi Minarets, Khoy,
Spiritual Place of Shams Tabrizi, Metraqchi.
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Introduction

Shams Tabrizi’s presence in Konya caused a revolution in Rumi’s thought
and spirit and turned him from a dignified mystic to a child’s plaything.
As a result, the devotees and disciples of Rumi could not consider this
presence easy. The sudden absence of Shams from Konya in 1247 AD
fueled the myth-making and rumor-mongering market about his fate. Some
believe that Shams was killed in a conspiracy in which Aladdin was also
involved. Others believe that he was forced to emigrate from Konya to
Tabriz; therefore, according to some, the tomb of Shams is in Konya, and
according to others, it is in Khoy (Gholami, 2021: 137).

There are no reliable first-hand sources indicating that Shams was
killed or died in Konya. Even today, there is no tomb attributed to Shams
Tabrizi in Konya. The place that is referred to as “Magam-e- Shams” in
Konya is a mosque that does not have the characteristics of a tomb. It is
natural to assume that if this mosque had such a status or function, a tomb
similar to Rumi’s would have been built for Shams. On the other hand,
there are several historical documents from about a hundred years after
Shams’ disappearance that have suggested the tomb of Shams Tabrizi is
in Khoy.

Research goals and necessity. So far, there has not been a comprehensive
study on the history of Shams Tabrizi tomb, the minarets, and especially
the characteristics of Shams Tabrizi tomb and its spiritual position and
restoration. The remaining minaret from the tomb of Shams Tabrizi is the
only minaret of this type in the country, and the identification of the location
of Shams’ tomb was dependent on the minaret remaining standing.

Research questions: In which place is Shams Tabrizi’s tomb located?
Does the minaret attributed to Shams in Khoy belongs to the tomb of
Shams Tabrizi?

Research method. Historical documents related to the existence of
Shams Tabrizi tomb in Khoy were collected from domestic and international
first-hand sources and were analyzed. A comparative study was carried
out about the minarets drawn by Nasuh al-Salahi Metaraqchi in the book
Bayan Manezal Safar-Iraqein. Studies related to the spiritual position of
Shams Tabrizi tomb in public culture were also conducted through the

analysis of the resulting discourse.

Findings
Among the Ottoman documents that have mentioned the existence of

Shams Tabrizi’s tomb in Khoy, one could mention Samrat al-Foaad,
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Siahatname-ie-Chalabi, Jahannoma-i-Chalabi, Fereydon Bey’s Munshaat,
Pechovi’s History, Osman Pasha’s History, and Mutaraqchi’s book.
Eloquent summaries and travelogues of the Safavid and Qajar eras are
other sources pointing to this issue.

The abstract and geometric motifs on the facade of the painted minarets
next to the tomb of Shams Tabrizi look different from the other painted
minarets of Metraqchi in other cities. Also, the arrangement of ram skulls
in the third minaret is also different from the two minarets on the sides of
the luxurious dome.

The textual and semantic analysis of the discourse of historical
documents, works of art, and respectful titles used all speak of the high
spiritual status of Shams Tabrizi. The fact that the sultans and the Ottoman
military commanders paid a visit to Shams Tabrizi’s tomb out of respect
and the founder of the Safavid dynasty built his palace next to it, and the
lay people looked at a holy place shows the depth of influence of this
personality among the rulers.

The documents of the National Library and Document Center show
that the first stage of minaret restoration was done with the approval of
the Minister of Education in 1938. In the area of Shams Tabrizi Tomb, at
least three different periods of burial were seen, which belonged to three
different periods, so that the burial of all three periods was carried out
in an Islamic way, which, according to experts, is one of the few cases
that we have witnessed such a pehnomenon in an Islamic cemetery.
Archaeological studies show that this place has been of interest since the
Seljuk Period, especially since the 7th century AH. The obtained glazed
pottery talks about the existence of a palace or a luxurious building in the
place (Heidari, 2006).

Conclusion

The great frequency of the documents obtained from the Ottoman archives
and the presence of Ottoman sultans at the tomb of Shams Tabrizi, who
certainly had the advice of the most knowledgeable people regarding
his tomb, along with the other historical documents inside and outside
the country, made it acceptable to locate the tomb of Shams Tabrizi in
Khoy. The architectural reconstruction of the Shams Tabrizi tomb and the
comparative study gives a clearer picture of the tomb’s structure in the
early Safavid Period. The analysis of public cultural discourse reveals the
spiritual position of Shams Tabrizi. Archaeological excavations in and
around the tomb are necessary to discover the remains of the other parts of
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the tomb, the old city, and the palace of Shah Ismail Safavi, and to try to

reconstruct the original appearance of the minarets.
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Tab. 1: Rereading the decorations of the tomb
and minarets of Shams Tabrizi (Authors,
2021).

G 3y s Gz 0155 s g 0lSal 41 59155 2030500 13y g 031 5y

ol L] (g3lie Sty o plSontas] (gl pal cyal A5 Sitad gapo L
() Jgi) did @gliie 4y y 840 (et 9 lidis e 51 s

LS bl 8o 90 L pos 8yl 55 Lag o8 dazman olodin sy oo ya3 0
B9 (9 Ly Sy o)lie 93 oy A5 ol 4ol ogline ( Hoxe
odd olodsx oyl o ds dosmon 85 ;500 (g 50 9 YL sty Ao
flad)S )8 (gam g dazme 850 ol> 50 55 gt pb slaglis So5 a8
ooz jlag 48 a0 plases yoboipl pos B)lie (oo lil parasys JSt 51 Ll
S g0l o Sl Sl o)lie (glas jo e S50 5 3Spete Cyguods g o8
G Comdy Sl daed 8590 5 b ot (65509 9L Canndy (S0 8550
bl (Y Jga) wloads lodey ) Cuosdy o Cuow dome B9
slo Bl dlusgas |y o)lie St o 5 (il (S ;500 )lie 50 (uSe
ey’ 53 )L 3y ol s glas] cde s puin b 1a5le0)S 535 el i
g8 slrdozmar plods 45 Jls ol b fecwl oais ooliiw! SIL S 5 Loyl
Slle L (Jg el @glane ollal)l igaly ;500 8o 53 L poas 8yLie 5
Ao g Laoylio o Ladesmon lodsz 40 dn g5 L sy o0 plass ouisploc]
Sslue y5bods 753 Lo dezmax slias Lao)lio 51 plaSian o coudly L Lol slel
Lslodss d)\.:\_f)lf

Sl ki | SR b b
g & Hly 4

by o ylo (Slgs 5L o3 ool oyl 25 8,155 )3 oyl yguati
2 @lbo oo 2 dlbke 2 dlke

288

SREZSRERERER
E 5Lt

WBalT 08 iyl 8yLie 90 48 0l Lt oile L &ylie Sliwe elilllae

Slosds (gLl (§3508 Ggiuw y2 )0 dazmer Yo (8l i) YA ) Lo dosmar
Yo 5 ol oyl 30 (881 Cinoy VF el lodus bg50 Aol ogu 8ylie 40 5
lass du o)lie 2y Ladastes Ol b o teawl 4y j S0 (g0g0 and,
5 ol 0t Glosys Laoylio St Silas o Us g8 &S ol AR oy
0303plil) 398 o 3y9 gl §ylie dow )3 58 AIS ol YOV S £ g amay
ol 4 £5lny oo |y 0yl 85510 L jlawe cylge yol oyl (VYo ¥R codl) pyuns



/
YFoF yliumo; e Djam Bygd ¥4 Byloiis Hg&dt "}
\

V.(0F6) (05, 55) CaunBly o) oommryd (5Lw3b 9 (ST o S0y le g 8Kl 3L 1Y Jga

Tab. 2: Restoring the tomb and minarets of Shams Tabrizi and its graphic reconstruction to reality (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 2: The agreement of the Minister
of Education and Endowments with the
allocation of funds for the repair of Shams

Tabrizi minaret in 1938.
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