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Abstract

Archaeological surveys have pinpointed the Bagh-Bamid area to the
northwest of Sirjan. The considerable dimensions and variety of cultural
artifacts found there imply its importance in the Sirjan Plain throughout the
Islamic era. Therefore, this study seeks to explore and analyze the pottery
findings from Bagh-Bamid to better understand its role during the middle
Islamic centuries, particularly given the limited documentation available in
historical texts regarding the area. The field investigation yielded a diverse
array of pottery artifacts that serve as valuable indicators for assessing the
status of Bagh-Bamid during the middle centuries of the Islamic period.
This research seeks to address several critical inquiries: What role did
Bagh-Bamid play between the 6th and 10th AH centuries? What pottery-
making technologies were prevalent during this time? Furthermore, an
analysis of the evidence will help determine whether the pottery discovered
in this area was locally produced or imported. The objective of this study
is to investigate the cultural artifacts discovered at the Bagh-Bamid site
during the medieval Islamic period, with the intention of assessing the
importance of this area during that era. Employing a descriptive-analytical
research framework, the study utilized both documentary and field data
collection methods to gather relevant information. Findings from the
Bagh-Bamid site demonstrate that the pottery can be categorized into two
principal groups of glazed and unglazed varieties. The unglazed pottery
types feature a range of decorative techniques, including carving, pressing,
molding, stamping, and the use of combined designs. The glazed pottery,
on the other hand, is available in both monochromatic and polychromatic
varieties. Furthermore, the collection features several pieces of imported
Chinese pottery, which were brought to Sirjan through trans-regional
connections. Archaeological research suggests that Bagh-Bamid was
established alongside Qale’h Sang site during the 6th to 10th centuries AH,
acting as a crucial link in important commercial and economic pathways
to the city of Sirjan.

Keywords: Bagh-Bamid Locality, Sirjan Plain, Archaeological Survey,
Islamic Middle Centuries, Pottery Typology.
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Introduction

The Sirjan Plain, situated in Kerman Province in southern Iran, serves
as a vital nexus for communication routes, linking the southern with the
central and northern areas of the country. This strategic significance has
persisted from historical times to the present day. Among the population
centers located on this plain is the Bagh-Bamid area, historically referred
to as “Beymand” in various literary sources. This area is positioned along
key communication routes, including those connecting Shiraz to Sistan
and the Persian Gulf shores to the central regions of Iran (Ibn Khordadbeh,
1992: 40-42; Istakhri, 1994: 168; Maqdisi, 2006: 686-682). This locality
has historically served as a conduit to numerous regions, including Fars,
Hormozgan, the shores of the Persian Gulf, Yazd, Isfahan, Kerman,
Sistan, and Khorasan. Archaeological evidence, particularly in the form
of pottery, substantiates this assertion. However, the written records from
the medieval period provide scant information compared to those from
earlier centuries. Notably, the city is only briefly mentioned in Idrisi’s
Nuzhat al-Mushtaq, while other texts such as Mo’jam Al-Buldan and
Taqwim al-Buldan merely reference the city’s name (Idrisi, 2009: 53-45;
Hamawi, 1968: 177; Abulfeda, 1970: 381). The Bagh-Bamid area, located
to the northwest of Sirjan city, was recognized during archaeological
surveys conducted in 2017, which yielded a variety of cultural artifacts.
This research primarily seeks to address several key questions: What role
did the Bagh-Bamid site play during the 6th to 10th AH centuries? What
technological characteristics are evident in the pottery discovered in this
site? Furthermore, do the findings suggest that the pottery is of local origin
or imported? Furthermore, what has been the nature of both regional and
extra-regional interactions involving this area? This research seeks to
explore the geographical and cultural significance of the area by utilizing
both written sources and field investigation results. To date, there has
been a lack of published information regarding the medieval period in this
region. Analyzing its cultural artifacts may shed light on the contributions
of this area to the cultural, political, economic, and social evolution of
the Sirjan Plain. By selecting the Bagh-Bamid area and focusing on its
identification during the medieval centuries, along with the categorization
of various pottery types and their comparative analysis, one can elucidate
the connections between the findings from this area and other Islamic
regions to a significant degree. Consequently, this approach allows for
the establishment of its cultural ties in both regional and extra-regional
contexts during this period.
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Discussion

The Bagh-Bamid area, encompassing approximately 300 hectares,
constitutes a significant residential area located in the northwest of Sirjan.
Within this region, a total of 1,346 potsherds were discovered, of which
79 were subjected to analysis in this study. These artifacts date back to
the medieval Islamic period and are categorized into two primary types:
unglazed and glazed pottery. In contrast, various written records identify
this area as Beymand or Meymand in the medieval centuries. However,
aside from Idrisi’s Nuzhat al-Mushtaq (2009: 53-45), which offers a
comprehensive discussion, most other sources only acknowledge its name.
As a result, we sought to clarify historical context and appearance of the
area in question to some extent by examining archaeological discoveries.
During the medieval Islamic period, Bagh-Bamid was a relatively minor
settlement when compared to both the early and late Islamic eras. Its
position along key trade routes facilitated communication, making the
Sang castle and the surrounding Bagh-Bamid area crucial for commercial
and cultural interactions among diverse regions. Additionally, the political
dynamics of this era significantly influenced the economic vitality of the
Sirjan region, particularly following the mid-7th century AH when Turkan
Khatun successfully reclaimed Sirjan from the Shabankara princes of Fars,
who had previously held control over the area. Subsequently, the initiatives
undertaken by Padishah Khatun in fostering appropriate relations with the
Ilkhans led to significant economic and trade advancements in the Kerman
state, particularly in regions such as Sirjan. Monshi Kermani notes that
during this period, “the Kerman road became the highway” (Monshi
Kermani, 2015: 71). This development had a profound impact on the
region. Consequently, the efforts of the Qarakhitai and the Al-Muzaffar
rulers in Kerman, coupled with the enhanced security of trade routes in
Hormuz, contributed to the commercial prominence of peripheral areas

like Sirjan.

Conclusion

Bagh-Bamid emerged as a significant entity within the Sirjan Plain, serving
as a crucial nexus for communication. It facilitated connections between the
ports along the Persian Gulf, particularly Hormuz, and the interior regions
of the Iranian Plateau. The site’s growth and prominence can be attributed
to its strategic location within the extensive communication network of
southern Iran. Analysis of the pottery artifacts from Bagh-Bamid indicates
two primary categories: unglazed and glazed pottery. The unglazed pieces
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feature a variety of decorative techniques, including carving, pressing,
molding, stamping, and combinations thereof. In contrast, the glazed
pottery is characterized by both single-colored and multi-colored finishes.
This collection includes various pieces of imported Chinese pottery,
which were transported to Sirjan as a result of trans-regional interactions.
Archaeological evidence indicates that this region was established
concurrently with the Qale’h Sang site during the 6th to 10th AH centuries
of the Islamic period, serving as a vital link in significant commercial and
economic routes leading to the central city of Sirjan. The resemblance
of its pottery to that of other regions suggests that diverse pottery types
were produced in major centers such as Hamedan, Kashan, and Ray, and
subsequently exported to other locations, including Bagh-Bamid. This
reflects the extensive interconnections among population centers during
the 6th to 10th centuries AH.
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Tab. 1: Chronology and comparison unglazed pottery in the Bagh Bamid site Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Fig. 2: Unglazed potterise in the Bagh Bamid
site, Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Tab. 2: Chronology and comparison simple and motifs monochrome glazed potteries in the Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Fig. 3: Simple and motifs monochrome
glazed potteries in the Bagh Bamid site,
Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Tab. 3: Chronology and comparison underglaze painted potteries with clay paste in the Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Fig. 4: Underglaze painted potteries with
clay paste in the Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan
(Authors: 2022).
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Tab. 4: Chronology and comparison underglaze painted potteries with frit paste in the Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Fig. 5: Underglaze painted potteries with
frit paste in the Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan
(Authors: 2022).
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Tab. 5: Chronology and comparison blue-white and lusterware potteries in the Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Fig. 6: Types blue-white (numbers 1-7) and
lusterware potteries (numbers 8-9) in the
Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan (Authors: 2022).
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Tab. 6: Chronology and comparison imported potteries (Types celadon, jingdezhen, blue-white, shufu and guangdong) in the Bagh Bamid site,

Sirjan (Authors: 2022).

& SISEU | amalie 590 Joxo a5 0 lows

Priestman, 2005,299 & plate200 B A el cgs oM )
g2 KleS

D Join VAOVAE Do oSan o bl | ga V-4 JEVSE ST oMo Y
) ang NYAS ( llae 5 S0 Sl S5y

5 ksl c(Whitcomb, 1985: 85, pl.26 G Y4 Srdald ¢ paignl pab oM ¥
0 Jodo YAD-IAF VFee (o, Ol Y

oSen 9 Lasl Zhang, 2018: 78 3 Y- A goo « Siwdald o \i
B Jgis YAB-VAF Y- Ogelidsg Slp Sy

5 ket Whitcomb, 1985: 85, pl.26 5 Y- «Swwdald ¢ puaigol yund o I
(sl B Jodo YAOIAY .o (oK O3 cyloyS s odals Ol Y

YYY :AYAA ‘.\jjspblf Y Ivaq
Priestman, 2013: 2 :\YaA . Lzl GaAY | ol cen «Siwals | wdw g 5
711, plate 171 e

Priestman, 2013: «¥a :\vaA ( Lasl &2 YA ol Gz (Siwadls 5. v
711, plate 171 (e

Zhang, 2016: 425 o Y O3S S5 A

5 JLasl Priestman, 2005: 298 32 Y- oyl ey o> A
D Jgiz VADIAE V¥ ] Kon s Sl en S5y

Tampeo, 1989: 65

Zhang, 2016: 424 G O—F 5K M Ve
OPSe

D Jox DAG-VAF VFee Sam g bl | e V-4 EE oMo W
Ol Y

Priestman, 2013: 711, plate 171; L Y4 oyl g Abas g Y

Zhang, 2018: 77 e

23 b s ol (slaol) e 53 (psld )L L abgo (ol 05 im0
o2l s Lo adly ol cagplie 5 481> loyws cisd (Kb 5 (gyloss <¥olie
wsbe ol g)ls (o g ol calisie gblie L (2 LY Jyli 3ob) abgoe
L Lalgy ool (S0 sl gl (i Jliw g gite sloaseS 3929 5 hlol g g



/

s 6y bl Gl 15

IFY 5l o3yl )93 FY B)lot ,{,g = .dbﬁ{
\

yasl) il claasis g 5,05 ey 5L ol 3 s3laiil pge 5ST0
— By 9 (29— o (gloyime abolds o cabd ol ((VWEF ( [Ben pl YV
bl o ol )50 gblio g obads clawilS climms (ool cblL 8
L5 S g o oy 5 Scts el ol 31 olaas L s Lnol, oyl g 035
e 5 Limbl) sl arsls Slasol oyl 5 e oy Lmdid ligain
Ol § (sLeyS' (5L oo daB op 0 c0)90 (2l 5O iz (VR0 ) Yoo
Ll (6L (859 35 ples 9 e < iaS 3L 9 (T IYAS sy 0092
0Bl DS o bolie 4 s 5 )19 10l ol 0 YIS (5Y 1Y R0 Sa)
Ciliseo 3blio Cofy 5 w0 03ld ol 3 31 3blis s Lol g
obuhs olales daol) ool 5l (So b o0 Juog ot (bl slaoly 525k 5
(b (3 o o Gy ylind g Sl gy 5l 4S9y ol
5 Oliwjgd (oyld LI (oS ol 51 Lol 515 a0 g5 9 leyS ey
o2 (Ll a8 3Sp0) allabio g 5oy (PA o len) Bl o dslol ol
S A8 Wb o Juate oS Lo g o) Bads 4o (bl ol 3ol !
235 o ol 3135 dpsSler aSpliy eSS 5l a8 05 cal) dae]
5 (ol @By S50 (b 51 (Ve 1V YB0 codgusS)lo Y VYSD ( JLEN) sl 00,8
2,8 )y ddlaie 39St 5 )L (53 4o (0L SoS Sy dmnyd 0l o
biwgs (Sde 4]y oyl puws ddilate ¢ Slis 8 9315 S5 3.2 Y biw dous yo |y
SOYY IYYY g5y obiwb) cd)8 o g 0 Byl Lo 3,I50s Sy lo
AU LRI L clio b1 5 (olinh g5l ool ylts s pyais o
1sSiis gL basly) g (soluassl blod 5l ylayn o ciblio o) @i g oloyS
C)LQ(-? o').tbL.:’a ly OLA)g oly ol yley yo RUVPS g (<L;3Lo)§$:2.;.o>) A.SL;:B [EPRERW
5 olasS 55 (ollin By Lolal L cyalysli s(VY VRF (slosS o) s Lus
Ol 092 e SISy Glolie oy )3 oyl (38)S (539) 9 Lol el

) (13l Jlw ‘chM}; Y S A
dbgore (SIga SIS gdguly  cbawgrll

OF) (B, gl dmeigl
Fig. 7: Types imported potteries (Celadon,
jingdezhen, blue-white, shufu and
guangdong) in the Bagh Bamid site, Sirjan
(Authors:  2022)
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