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Abstract

The site of the Anahita temple in Kangavar is regarded as one of the
most significant and notable archaeological locations in western Iran.
It has consistently attracted the interest of historians, Islamic period
geographers, European tourists, and archaeologists alike. The existence
of a large stone structure in this area has drawn considerable attention
from archaeologists, often overshadowing other findings at the site. Thus,
artifacts such as painted glazed pottery recovered from this site have
received comparatively less scholarly focus. This article examines fifty
examples of both plain and painted glazed ceramics, which were collected
during recent site investigations and are currently housed in the pottery
repository of the Anahita Temple. Furthermore, there is a notable absence
of information concerning the context and provenance of these artifacts,
primarily due to the lack of an archaeological report and the researchers’
sole focus on the stone structure. The employed research methodology is
descriptive-analytical, drawing upon data obtained from both fieldwork
and library investigations. The central inquiries of this study include:
What categories of indicator types do the plain and painted glazed pottery
at the site represent? To which historical period can the prevalence and
diversity of painted glazed pottery be attributed? Investigations into plain
and embossed glazed ceramics from the Islamic era in Kangavar revealed
that the majority date back to the middle Islamic centuries, specifically
the sixth to eighth AH centuries. The collection encompasses various
pottery types, including those featuring splashed glaze, black-painted
underglaze turquoise, luster underglaze decoration, as well as Sgraffito and
Champlevé techniques. Fragments of these pottery styles can be traced
back to the Safavid period and extend into the late Islamic era, specifically
from the 10" to the 13" AH centuries. These ceramics exhibit significant
diversity in their firing degrees, glazing, and painting styles. Furthermore,
an examination of the glazed and painted artifacts from this site reveals a
notable resemblance to painted pottery from the Islamic period found in
different areas of the Hamedan region.

Keywords: Kangavar, The Temple of Anahita, Islamic Era, Glazed Pottery,
Painted Pottery.
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Introduction

The Anahita Temple in Kangavar, situated along the historically significant
Khorasan-Bagdad highway, is recognized as one of the most notable and
esteemed locations in western Iran. Its significance has consistently captured
the interest of historians and geographers throughout the Islamic era. Nearly
all scholars from this period who traversed the western regions of Iran
have referenced this site and its stone edifice in their works. Consequently,
Iranian archaeologists turned their focus to this location early on, initiating
archaeological excavations in the Kangavar area and its stone structure
over fifty years ago. As a result, Kangavar’s Anahita Temple has been
extensively documented in various written records and sources pertaining
to Islamic and historical periods and archaeological studies. Despite the
extensive research conducted in this area, uncertainties persist regarding
the function of the stone monument and its construction date, rendering
it a significant archaeological challenge. The wealth of archaeological
discoveries associated with the large stone structure from the historical
documents has captivated the interest of historians and archaeologists,
prompting them to focus on the historical contexts of both the site and
the monument itself. Consequently, the pottery artifacts from the Islamic
period, particularly the painted glazed pottery found at the site, have not
been subjected to the same level of scrutiny and investigation. The painted
glazed ceramics from the Islamic period discovered at the Kangavar site
hold significant value regarding their techniques and the variety of motifs
employed. By systematically classifying and comparing these artifacts
with those from other Islamic period sites, researchers can uncover new
insights into the pottery making techniques and the historical context of
settlement at Kangavar. This article will examine fifty examples of both
plain and glazed, predominantly painted potteries from the Islamic period
at the Kangavar site, facilitating a deeper understanding of the typological
characteristics of the pottery found there. This study primarily investigates
the following questions: 1. What distinct varieties of painted glazed pottery
can be identified at the site? 2. Which historical period is associated with
the predominant types of painted glazed pottery found at the site?

Discussion

The renowned historical edifice known as Anahita’s temple is situated atop
a natural schist hill, reaching a maximum elevation of 32 meters above
the surrounding terrain in the eastern region of Chelmeran Mountain.

The architectural layout of the structure is quadrilateral, with external
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wall dimensions measuring 224 by 209 meters. The site has garnered
significant interest from historians and archaeologists due to the wealth
of archaeological artifacts from various historical epochs. Consequently,
the ceramic artifacts from the Islamic period, including plain glazed and
painted pottery, have received comparatively less scholarly attention. This
article presents a classification of artifacts that indicates a predominant
affiliation with the middle to late Islamic centuries. Generally, the pottery
from the three early Islamic periods reflects a continuation of the ceramic
traditions established during the Sassanid era. In these early Islamic
periods, artisans primarily created plain, unglazed pottery. The decorative
techniques employed on these unglazed pieces included stamp, molded,
and raised bar motifs. The ceramics from the middle Islamic centuries,
specifically from the 5th to 10th centuries AH, featured glazed pottery
characterized by splashed glaze, black underglaze painting on turquoise
backgrounds, luster underglaze-painted ceramics, as well as Sgraffito and
Champlevé techniques. The glazed pottery artifacts from the late Islamic
era, spanning the 10th to 13th centuries AH, encompass a variety of styles,
including blue and white ceramics from the Safavid to Qajar periods,
monochromatic pieces crafted with kaolin paste, celadon adorned with a
white glaze, and items featuring red and blue decorative motifs. A notable
dish from the Safavid period showcases a vibrant palette, characterized by
light blue, green, and red designs set against a white backdrop. Additionally,
it is observed that the local pottery from the Safavid era is predominantly
embellished with blue and white patterns or features a white background

complemented by designs in black, red, brown, or green.

Conclusion

The pottery produced during the early Islamic centuries represents a
continuation of the ceramic traditions established in earlier historical
periods at the site, predominantly manifesting as unglazed items. An
examination of the glazed dishes from the middle to late Islamic periods
reveals that, from a traditional perspective, the art of pottery exhibited
notable similarities and cultural ties with various regions within Hamedan
and other parts of Iran. The strategic location of the Kangavar along the
Baghdad-Khorasan trade route can be regarded as a significant factor in
fostering these cultural connections. Consequently, the most remarkable
diversity and abundance of embossed glazed pottery at this site can be
attributed to the Middle Islamic centuries, particularly between the 6th and
8th AH centuries. The motifs found on the pottery from the mid-Islamic
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period at Kangavar predominantly feature geometric designs and lines
inside frames, whereas the late Islamic period showcases a broader range of
motifs, including geometric and floral designs, multi-petaled flowers, and
scroll-like foliage. Additionally, pottery from the Safavid period has also
been discovered, with the primary forms of these vessels encompassing
plates, bowls, large mugs, and edged trays. Comparable examples of these
forms have been identified in Esfahan, Saveh, Yazd, Hamedan, and Kashan.
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Fig. 1: Geographical location of Kermanshah
province and Kangavar city in the east of
Kermanshah province on the map (Majidi ez
al., 2016: 45, 65)
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Fig. 2: Top row: Aerial photo of the site in
the center of Kangavar city, bottom row:
Reconstructed plan of the site and photos of
the stone wall of the Anahita Temple area
(Google Earth; Heydari, 2012: 85; Alibeigi,
2017: 11)
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Fig. 3: A: Inscribed jars from the second
century A.H at the Kangavar site, 3b:
Pottery fragments with molded motifs at
the Kangavar site (Kambakhshfard, 1386B:
310, 294). Figure 3c. Unglazed pottery
fragments from the early Islamic centuries
at the Kangavar site with carved, combed,
and molded geometric decorations (Authors,
2023).
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Fig. 4 & 5: Photographs and sketches of some
glazed pottery studied in the Kangavar site
(Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 6: Plain, monochromatic glazed pottery
from the Middle Islamic period from the site
of the Anahita Temple (Authors, 2023).
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Tab. 1: Characteristics of simple glazed

pottery from image number 6 (Authors,
2023).
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Fig. 7: Pottery fragments with multi-colored
patterns under transparent glaze on white
and turquoise glaze background (Authors,
2023).
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Fig. 9: Pottery with black pattern under a
single turquoise glaze (black paint) (Authors,
2023).
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Fig. 10: Pottery fragment with turquoise
painting on a dark blue background under
a transparent glaze in the Anahita Temple
the courtyard of the cistern
2023).

complex,
(Authors,



N\

#EA G, o

/

Y Bylowis 31 9ISl (S Sl :3Y yuiguas P
Luall dore dbgoxo 31 £ Bylosit 05l g O U
L 5 (Beadw ohg 5 abgiee oy y3

OFY (800, K)
Fig. 11: Sgraffiato pottery from numbers
1 to 5 and shanlueh number 6 from the
Anahita temple complex in the reservoir of
the complex from the Seljuk-Ilkhani period
(Negarandgan, 2023).
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Fig. 12: Drawings of some pieces with
photographs of glazed pottery studied in
the Anahita Temple site of Kangavar, 1 and
2. Pottery with a single-colored glaze, 3 to S.
Pottery with yellow underglaze painting, 6.
Pottery with pale blue underglaze painting, 7.
Pottery with pale brown underglaze painting,
8. Pottery with white overglaze painting, 9
to 11. Pottery with transparent underglaze
painting on a white background (Authors,
2023).

oot 1) 5l Sl o linsigS Anlllne 1y o g oo

Sl Jols aabad ol 1 STy0S (= Oy (P L Sl Y
Sy o ey 00 Ko (5 GlogtB e L g5 850 31 ISt glawls
5568 31 loiee |y i 458l (5 bylacd AY ysguas) ool cyigy ol
oo Ui L i 15 (350 5 48 Cld (5o bygd e sl Jlius
Logas b Jliw g5 ol ol dnplio LB dpiio 5 olo)S Sl cdnbgS
el 4y 4 1 L (sloggd chab ol (sl i b a5 (o S5 0
o Jliws 4568l ddgs Jmmo LS g liod ) cogluw cylpduol (slayp—
(YAN AYVA (s> g9) _\_3|o.>9.3

s 500 gl o ) 1 8y0S (Slogd ey (AU Ly Sl
4S5 55 o i gy Slogad G L Al b Jlaw ()b cabogome
Sl ) oo g ol (glogad S5, 90 Ly (ol g o Sy o
8193 )3 73 Say b g5 ol by A o) Slonl SipeS (slos
sl olgie s o Jliw 45550005 30 (i 959 45 Wlowds W g5 dnsho
(Y Byl MY o) A8 0 3L (S9-o (Ao gy b

Byl Sl (Hiw Jobs ashad ol iihow G (59 (B L JUs .0
bolas L (635 (o3)) (oot (2985 9 (o558 ) (o2l (g b (hgie
S (e (69 ol g 508 05 s (SO S0) L 4S ol (g gty 5 (A8
Blas ol aS plas angi L (A sjlod )Y yuguas) dslod,S solawl K,




Yoy uw) w.b.b)l.qp 8y99 ¢ FY O)L»_MJ

Ui dslal 51 s oy 8L (90 3 S 9 0085 oolistusl dslab (59
Ggpbs dssSml il (o)Ll By 4y 5 lato askad Yaxs | ciloass ooliz ol
ookl Gl (g9) ALb I8 4 s (p5emb caaS L oS (gl S5y
AYY VAN ¢ Sl g o)l) Wloais <8l 0 placen slaabyzo jo wiloa i
LO0F SN0 YA (Lo o (b,

Alen (Bgyls 4568yl 1Bl ddww Oladpry (B L SOy Jlw £
(i § (2S4S St e (G5ho bida g (o slaasS B, Lo
5 A1 ol 1ot (i) L (sloged g ey o ol sla Koy L |y
L ;éj)_lé O_",] .MLA LSLbO)Lo_X;IJ NY yoga5) A_B‘oa5.o.3 oolaw! gé».LS 9y
0l L g odidy did L (S bysad § (69556 80l byrad £ 45 90 3 oolawl
Gopls 95 ol ilodds (335 A dine] (Sy ayd g oo o o S5 5
ol gy 3l oolawl L g 85 g wload axdluw cdlb JlaS )0 g 5Lwg >
o5t 3l Logas By ls (00,8 pgtite g sl o plol Blats G lalyoj
S5t aslooS eolissl JS b gylogls Sy 5 gl (oalS gLyl csiin
Jola y aoliy g dlaally olaSybes byawls yin diw g (ol Bgy b
90 By drwd ol b oliie 5903 .(NVA-NANYAA ¢ Sl g )l5) 09 o0
o Sl bl L Gy b 455 g0 0000 LS Syt (gloanlis oy
(o 2lS Lozl o wloas (650K ahws dino) (69 5018 5 3w by
3,8 g0 03liwl 4y (55) (sLeydlS ()99 53 9 (> 5o ]y s)lesl 5 (sonl
g B\ e slaoi Jobo 50 oleyS y olalyy Sopiis (sloazlins
lascine g y9bas (VO NYAA «(6y5y8d V) YA ¢ Gilhid 5 somwld) B30i o0
Jsas 33 Lberite § S5 1l claass yolas olyames b Jlius 463yl
(Y Jgas) el oais 453 S a (Y

B A,

Sl (wlilidig g giivaib :F Jodn
abae 45 ! Glaola) dadllaesygo

v .(YFeY “;,Lf.u,&s)
Tab. 2: Classification and typology of the
studied Islamic glazed pottery in the site
(Authors, 2023).
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