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Abstract

The strategic communication position of Lorestan Province, located in
western Iran, has historically facilitated the passage of significant and active
communication routes. One notable route that traversed Lorestan during the
Islamic period was the thoroughfare linking Khuzestan and Hamadan. This
route flourished during the Islamic era, serving as the primary connection
between Khuzestan and the western regions of the Iranian Plateau. To
date, this communication route has not been the subject of dedicated
research, resulting in a lack of comprehensive information regarding the
quantity and quality of archacological findings associated with it. This gap
underscores the need for independent research aimed at identifying and
documenting this communication route and its archaeological significance.
This study addresses two primary inquiries: 1- What archaeological
evidence remains from the route connecting Shapurkhasat to Khuzestan
during the Islamic period, and which areas of Lorestan did this route
traverse? 2- How did the development of this road progress throughout
the Islamic era, and what transformations took place during this time? The
research adopts a historical approach, with data collection derived from
both fieldwork and library research. An analysis of archaeological artifacts
and historical documentation indicates that the communication pathway
linking Shapurkhasat and Khuzestan in the Islamic era passed through the
Balagriveh region, situated in central Lorestan, as well as the area referred
to as Nomkoh/Miankoh. This road has been associated with a range of
architectural elements, such as a castle, a bridge, a caravanserai, a tomb,
settlement areas, and a mill. The data indicates that the road maintains a
historical continuity, reflecting an ancient route that saw minimal alterations
and relocations throughout the Islamic era, with its stations continuing to
function with few modifications into the modern age.

Keywords: Lorestan Province, Islamic Era, Communication Road,
Miankoh.

Archaeological Evidence,


https://orcid.org/0009-0006-6857-3165
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4237-3660

/

. :. .
. . - L cj‘-’J t” &
Yousofvand & Neyestani; Recognizing the Communication Route Between... e - p
R LO=—="16024
L. . .:

AN

Introduction
A notable route that emerged during the Islamic period in Lorestan was
the one connecting Hamadan to Khuzestan. This thoroughfare traversed
the Miankoh region, which is marked by its mountainous and challenging
geography. The rivers and highlands in this area have historically presented
significant obstacles to the development of communication routes.
Nonetheless, the existence of essential political and economic centers,
along with administrative and religious establishments in the surrounding
regions, created a pressing need for communication pathways to navigate
through this rugged landscape. The identification of archaeological evidence
that illustrates the efforts of Islamic era architects to address these natural
challenges is an intriguing topic within the field of archaeological studies in
the region, which has not been thoroughly examined in previous literature.
Despite the existence of historical references to this communication route
and the architectural landmarks that line it, a detailed investigation into
both the route and the structures has not been thoroughly undertaken.
This gap has led to a deficiency in comprehensive information regarding
the number, types, and quality of these buildings. Hence, it is crucial to
conduct an inquiry into this route to reveal and catalog the archaeological
evidence linked to it, and this article serves as a step in that direction.
Methods: The current research utilizes a historical approach as its
foundational methodology. Data collection involved both fieldwork
and the review of library sources. By engaging in library materials, a
foundational understanding of the region and the road was established. This
was complemented by a field visit, during which archaeological evidence
was identified and documented. The resulting findings were then analyzed
comprehensively.

Discussion

The extensive variety and quantity of architectural structures along this
route underscore its significance as a trans-regional communication
pathway. Most of the documented evidence pertains to the Islamic
period. Typically, the caravanserais from this era are situated in areas
with favorable environmental conditions and are accompanied by
archaeological remnants from earlier epochs. These observations suggest
that the route was utilized during the Achaemenid and Parthian periods.
It appears that the remnants from the pre-Sassanid eras, including those
from the Parthian and Achaemenid periods, have largely been lost, likely
due to the perishable nature of the materials used, predominantly clay and
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mud. During the Islamic period, a range of architectural developments
were implemented to enhance the functionality and security of this road.
Although fewer artifacts have been discovered from the early and middle
Islamic periods, a greater number of constructions have been identified
from the late Islamic period, indicating a significant increase in building
activity.

The evidence presented reveals that there have been limited changes
and displacements in the alignment of this road during the Islamic era.
Displacements are primarily concentrated in passes and mountainous
regions. The instances of station relocation are rare, as these stations
were established in locations that provide optimal biological resources,
consistent with the geographical features of the area, which have remained
largely unchanged over time.

In certain areas, this road presents two distinct routes, which vary
according to the travel season, regional conditions, and other travel-related
requirements, with caravans opting for one of these paths. Najm al-Dawlah
Abd al-Ghafar, who journeyed to Khuzestan during the reign of Naser al-
Din Shah, notes that: “...after traversing Absard, the group proceeded
towards Badamak, taking the Chol route while diverging from the Kialan
route, ultimately heading east..”. This account indicates that the route from
Khorramabad to Khuzestan bifurcates at Absard into two paths: the Chol
route and the Kialan route. Although the Kialan route is characterized by
heavier snowfall and greater difficulty, it is shorter in distance. Abd al-
Ghafar deemed the Kialan route more advantageous for caravan travel as
well as for postal and telegraphic services due to its proximity. These two

paths converge in the plain, continuing as a single route thereafter.

Conclusion

The evidence from historical and geographical texts of the Islamic
era, coupled with a wealth of archaeological data, indicates that the
communication pathway between Shapurkhashat and Khuzestan extended
through Balageriveh and the Miankoh region of Lorestan. Archaeological
findings related to this route manifest as bridges, caravanserais, guideposts,
castles, paved roads, and settlement areas. Such evidence illustrates that
this route not only facilitated local communication but also enabled
connections with areas beyond the region. Additionally, this road played
a crucial role in ensuring the security and economic well-being of the
region. It is noteworthy that this route was utilized prior to the Islamic

era; caravanserais and stations from the Islamic period were constructed
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in areas with optimal living conditions, often adjacent to ancient sites
that provide evidence of pre-Islamic activity. This situation underscores
the adherence to historical patterns and environmental necessities in the
selection of locations for stations and residences. During the Islamic era, a
variety of architectural works were developed along this road to improve
the passage and safety of caravans and travelers. The route experienced
its highest level of prosperity during the late Islamic period, with crossing
routes, residences, and stations continuing to be utilized with minimal

modifications into the modern era.
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Tab. 1: Architectural monuments identified along the Khorramabad-Khuzestan road (Authers, 2024).
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Fig. 1: Caravanserai plan on the road from
Khorramabad to Khuzestan; 1.Qela Nassir,
2. Chameshk. 3. Goshe Shine-e¢ Shah, 4.
Charta/ Chartaq,5. Sarve-e Gol, 6.Mishvand/
MokhberAbad, 7. Ausar(Authers: 2024).
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Fig. 2: Chamashak Caravanserai, view from
the east (Authers; 2024).
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92 Coond 3 oo Loy colo 9 3Lles et g )3 SIS Aslag) g9y

RS Pyl by sl cosl gyl s &5 oa Lagl bile g 2Ty S

@ by Lol popisosa g (ol jlel- gluls ;5191 (Sloj 5L 40 gy Lo

ol Jal LS?—Lng 9)‘_}6 O‘)B.)
B9y 59y bleys b s (6y2eskSY 3 2l iobyler BUpw 2 -

Crt g GyeVie s JI:le (sliwg) Cy (gytetoe 0 "I Lo /293

Wojgrel g coml (g (Jlos o y9om0 315 )18 oyl Blipw SzroS by

sado Sl St L 3 o0lizaalgge pellias ol by ol T &y

2 il ool gy (gloxe (bW ¥ joguad l_bdgl.: L5L°" 9 (9 5)'-\_} e u»l)_»ggl) Lgl.a&_w)‘ Lo Cjb\).o 9 g§_3)
V¥ .(YFY ‘Qlf..\.?)lfé) obylw @Uw Lol 1y i, - z. . . . . .

9 cbubaua.?uu.))_{).’ Lg‘)_’ t—i&.u’bﬁbs MY&LQ&S\H»)UDM oalasiw!

Fig. 4: Architectural remains of Sartaq

Sarban Bridge (Authers, 2024). (¥ yogal) cawl odd oolatwl Lo el sl




YFo¥ (lmmo; nd 3yl 859 FY' Bylait

Brbogis 4l giie yo J oy, 1l dils gy ABcan sk -
ol Gan feal ol po Crt s 4 Bradled )l p3agn L ol
Cawlodd plwls Jo can Ll 58U yeglS) Jobay Jaiss j0 asls oy,
G oy an By 5l W)l ey (Spop Aol o Lafy oyl () ki)
Sicw Loyl caln ol pdlas .slodss  Bymo 5 (6)l8805lecis V L5 ) §)los |
(8 yogual) Cowl Cﬁ)l-“’ 9 afrb.fb l.bu] Jo}l..oa dgdove )lJ..ﬁ.A 44)_>19 (09..@5 ayY)
slaab sl slaiso L g odbcopss ba o (SBgs lvcend 3yl ples )
UlB0g) i 9 0y 5o 4o ol (gylone pllas 5l slaedys JSb 4 Lo
aS el 039 oyl yo (I La o Slas) Jowe olsesl jo el sunlin 118
S92 Lbu])' L;.)l.)._x.‘:' l.3 9 Lbbl) Pl.o.? u&pl s 45.)9.»: s L uJ.>u)b J_:
2 ke por) aSerl ey ol 1598 lgws A3ls09) A4S (gloySus
Je) LSJL’) dgd> U ccaw! A.I_wlggo GJLM rv..?t})‘ 9 °‘))SL§° 285y |) d..SLS-.)g)M
] o.)g}.é‘d buﬂﬁ_w J_)LQA )0 J_: u_,ogl.a.o 9 P&x&wl

/
By 865
AN

039 d 93080 3 Lo o cwls cladllos jo ,uws ol ladl yegile

Lol plas Jlaasl oSl L Ly o0 cesmgo 48 63y 52 53 -l
Sy ey conl yotun BT Olie ol 03l ) sloySeo s 4
ol L5 diiges Loy 31 Soguat 5 bilodts oy Lnd denls Lo
039 At 9 Lol oS wad LS )3 go-bge ol el oasles S
2! 9IS sl sl 00,8 US|y Lol ()liSEnb daaly JSa
Loy 3l (5550 sl lahd 052 (g2 ob (hin dals s 0 g5 0 Loy
Fb i a5 9525 10350 35S 4SS Lagl CopS lie s b g
2 ol gl cealbumsglis cadhaie (ol )5 yieghS) Jp by (lansee 5
Crbga 5 39 o plad Caomad iyl 13 i -l oLyl (sLmoly y35x0
5 ol oy 5laS’ ol g ogin an Jloss ol 0 4 ol (las S adlate
Gy Byl g g o Jate pod e o250 Wl e Ly ddlaie
(JB Y Glocds Jo (i adis (gyteVo y3 . aiS o lan 4l liwied ey g

dLngC«.yj,.o5oM)Jm:\wA
adlaio Slolgale g g9y Jf SR

.(Google Earth)
Map. 1: Map of Lorestan and the location
of the Zal bridges on a satellite image of the
region (Google Earth).



N\

YA Qe

/

Llssg) 59y Jly Sibia sla :0 g
¥ byl o (YU pga) ¥ g Voylaos Jo il

Y (05, 50) (el yrgad)
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Chamashk (Authors, 2024).
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