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Abstract

This paper centers on a newly discovered inscription, first identified in July
2022 within the Bulaghi gorge of the Pasargadae Plain. The inscription,
crafted in Middle Persian script following the Sassanid tradition, measures
40 cm in width and 90 cm in length. It features three distinct frames, each
containing text. The primary focus is the central frame, which is oriented
vertically and consists of eight lines, while the adjacent boxes, positioned
above and below the central text, are inscribed horizontally. The upper
box features three lines, while the lower box similarly appears to contain
three lines; however, only a single word is legible. The primary research
inquiries focus on the ownership of the inscription, its date of composition,
and its content. Within the Pasargadae Plain, five Pahlavi inscriptions have
previously been identified and read. These inscriptions were uncovered
in the area referred to as Tall-i Takht between the years 1961 and 1963,
and the tombstone is inscribed in Sassanid Pahlavi script. The inscription
associated with the present research presents a distinct subject matter
compared to the Tall-i Takht inscriptions. It highlights the construction of
ancient bridges and embankments, which are thought to have originated
during the reign of Khosrow I. Interestingly, before this inscription was
uncovered, archaeologists from the Pasargadae World Heritage Site had
already recorded the existence of the foundations of an ancient bridge and
overpass situated directly beneath the inscription on the Pulvar River. Thus,
the discovery of this inscription significantly amplifies its relevance and the
imperative for archaeological engagement and conservation. Additionally,
it is pertinent to mention that the current study was carried out through both
fieldwork and library resources.

Keywords: Pasargadae, Dasht-i Morghab, Tang-e¢ Bulaghi, Pahlavi
Inscription, Ancient Bridge.
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Introduction

On July 11, 2022, two mountaineers from Pasargad city forwarded an image
to the first author (M.D.), a member of the Inscription Research Center of
Takht-i Jamshid and the Pasargadae World Heritage Site. They claimed that
the image depicted previously unknown symbols. Following this, M.D.,
accompanied by experts from the Pasargadae World Heritage Site, visited
the site and confirmed the presence of a new inscription in Middle Persian
script. Consequently, the examination, analysis, and interpretation of this
inscription became a primary focus for the authors. Concurrently with the
examination of the inscription, archaeologists affiliated with the Pasargadae
World Heritage Site reported their findings regarding the works along the
Pulvar River, which they had initially observed and documented in 2012
in the aftermath of a recent drought. Notably, these works were discovered
beneath the newly found inscription and provide corroborative evidence
for the text contained within it. The primary objective of this research is the
interpretation and analysis of the new inscription from Tang-e Bulaghi. The
inscription recognized as the only significant non-funerary document in
Middle Persian script and language (Sasanian Pahlavi) that has been found
thus far in the Pasargad Plain and its neighboring areas is of considerable
importance. This study seeks to read the inscription and explore the newly
discovered ancient text, while also pursuing a historical analysis related to
the inscription and its implications. Furthermore, the primary aim of this
research is to ascertain the nature of the historical individuals mentioned
in the inscription.

The present study seeks to address several key inquiries: What
information is conveyed by the newly discovered inscription at Tang-e
Bulaghi? To which historical period does this inscription pertain? What
ancient and historical texts corroborate the inscription’s content? Who is
the individual referred to as Zadan Farrokh, mentioned twice within the
inscription? Additionally, what was the designation of the Pasargadae Plain
during the Sasanian period, and how has this nomenclature transformed
in contemporary Persian? In summary, the findings indicate that the
inscription pertains to the construction of a bridge and overpass, as well as
the delineation of a pathway in the Tang-e Bulaghi during the Sasanian era,
with prior documentation of this activity also identified. Zadan Farrokh
is recognized as a Sasanian prince from the era of Khosrow Parviz. The
region referred to as Dasht-i Murwab in the Sasanian context is currently
known as Pasargadae Plain.

Identified Traces
This inscription contains three frames and three texts. The main part of the
inscription is the middle box, which is written vertically with 8 lines. Two
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side boxes are also seen above and below the middle text and are written
horizontally. The upper box contains three lines, and the lower box also
seems to have three lines; Only one word of it can be read. The only word
in the lower box: in oltoy transliteration and in transcription arda means
“pious”. The content of the middle frame will be discussed below.

Transliteration and Transcription of the middle frame of
the new inscription at Tang-e Bulaghi (Pasargadae 6)
This inscription has 8 lines and can be seen in the middle frame.

Transliteration

1. [ZN]E b[nd] Y sth[m]k' LWT[E] [////////]

2. ZNE pwl °c$ [z]*t)n plhw!! [1] °d

3.Y MN Iwt dst' Y mwlw?p [*]yt[wn] mlc [1°d]
4. plmwt' krtn' mgw'mlt'n hl[g Y/////]

5.°8 lwt °weynk! Y QDM byths

6. zt’n plhw! YHBWN-t [HW]En[d] h[m] °[k!]
7. KRA MN °hlwb! dot[1] PWN ANSWTA

8. °ps b°hl nkwh MNW °1 ZNE pwl

Transcription

. "&n “band 1 "Stahmag “abag [////////]

. €n pul azi§ “zadan farrox ‘ray

. Taz rod dast T murwab *€don marz “ray

. framiid kardan mowmardan“harg [1 /////]
. 3-8 rod uzénag 1 abar bidaxs

. zadan farrox dad’hénd "hamag

. har az ahlawdad pad mardom

. u-$ bahr nikdh ke o &n pul

0 NN L AW~

Translation of the middle frame of the inscription

“This hard dam with [...] this bridge belongs to Zadan Farrokh, who
ordered the construction of such a border from the Murwab plain river.
The Muymardan gave the tax and the cost of that river to Bidakhsh, Zadan
Farrokh, which is all charity for the people.” Curse on whoever wants to
destroy this bridge.

Conclusion

The current research presents the identification of a newly discovered
inscription located in Tang-e Bulaghi, which was uncovered in July
2022. This finding contributes to the corpus of extant inscriptions from
the Sasanian period. Designated as Pasargadae 6 from now on, the
inscription is composed of three distinct sections, all conveying identical
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information. This study marks the inaugural effort to interpret and analyze
the inscription, which is classified among the records of Sasanian nobility.
The content pertains to the construction of a bridge and overpass over the
Murwab River during the 40th year of Anushirvan’s reign. Furthermore,
the inscription indicates that the bridge was intended for the benefit of
the general populace. The funding for this project was allocated to Zadan
Farrokh by Muymardan. Notably, Zadan Farrokh, whose name appears
twice within the text, is identified as a prominent court official from the
era of Khosrow Parviz. The reference to the Murwab River within the
inscription also provides insights into the historical nomenclature of the
region during the Sasanian era.
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Fig. 7: The location of the remains of the
historical bridge in relation to the Sassanid
inscription at the mouth of the Bulaghi Strait
(Photo by: Hamid Reza Karami, 2011).
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. 2016).
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