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architecture in the design in which the building is designed and con-
structed so that it has beautiful and magnificent view of the different
directions; thus, the interior is usually not considered as exterior.
Moreover, sustainability is an important part on which based using
the extraordinary measures. Compared to other buildings, building
the greatest foundation, design according to the strict rules of ge-
ometry, golden proportions, rhythmic strain in the walls harnessing
the driving force the finned design along with ornamental aspects
leading to the better stability, high conical dome as an umbrella en-
circling the hull and resistant materials are among these measures.
Gunbad-I-Qabus has made for the memorial of the wise and the ruler
of Ziyari Dynasty. It is classified as one of the tomb-towers of early
centuries of northern Iran, but compared to them and later samples,
it has certain dignity. Gunbad-e Qabus building enjoys a powerful
plan which cannot be seen at any precedent samples. The samples
which have been built immediately after that in northern region of
Iran do not appear to be similar to Gunbad-I-Qabus while they have
richer decorations. It probably is rooted in the traditions of Sassanid
architecture of Persia.

This study showed that the Gunbad-I-Qabus architects had achieved
great progress in the design, choice of materials and construction of
large projects, although the absence or rarity of written records and
documents prevent us from understanding the architecture and the
architectural achievements of this historical period. However, this
building was constructed in the golden age of Islamic civilization
and the emergence of scholars, writers, architects, artists and crafts-
men and this level of sophistication is justified.

The most important thing about building of Gunbad-I-Qabus, is its
relationship with socio-political upheavals; the Construction co-
incided with the great deep “Iranian identity revival” shaping the
national and local government, reviving the Persian language and
Iranian traditions.

Keywords: Gunbad-I-Qabus, Funerary Architecture, Islamic Archi-
tecture.
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Abstract

In its lifetime, Iranian architecture has had the great masterpieces of
the great achievements. One of the most prominent buildings that
have not been properly studied, is Gunbad-I-Qabus which despite of
more than a thousand years and devastating factors, has stood proud
and strong with minor repairs. This study is an attempt to introduce
the building of Gunbad-I-Qabus scientifically, and represent the cul-
ture-historical contexts, the potential source of architectural and prin-
ciples and design rules dominating architectural specific techniques
and measures leading to its long-term survival. Here, we rely on the
field and library studies results while introducing Gunbad-e Qabus
building scientifically, looking at technical and structural features of
its long-term sustainability and culture-historical contexts of the cre-
ation of this masterpiece. Gunbad-e Qabus was built on top of a hill
on the north side of the Gunbad-e Qabus city, 3 km from the remains
of the ancient city of Gorgan. It is made of three distinct parts with
finned cylindrical plan consisting of foundation, stem, and dome.
The foundation of building is 17/08 m in diameter with a depth of
about 9/80 meters and a volume of about 2,200 cubic meters was
made in the cylindrical form. Compared to other monuments of Iran,
it seems to be one of the greatest foundations implemented. This
study shows that despite of the very limited use of ornaments, the
splendor and beauty of this special building is remarkable which can
be compared to the Cyrus the Great’s tomb in Pasargadae. Design-
ers and architects of these two figures have been inspired by statue
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