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gazelle are more frequent then rabbit, turtle, fish and birds are the
most frequent hunted animals. The abundance of animal clay figu-
rines, although incomplete and broken, is another characteristic of
the site during the Chalcolithic period, as compared to the several
similar samples from sites like Tepe Sarab, Tepe Ghabristan, etc.
implies farming and the relevant rituals. In this ritual, which seems
to have been held repeatedly, clay figurines were made in an abstract
form and thrown away in a special ceremony while they were bro-
ken. The clay figurines are in complete conformity with the animals
bones discovered from the site.

Keywords: Kurdistan of Archaeology, Clay Figurines, Token, Chal-
colithic Period, Tappe Qeshlaq, Talvar.
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Abstract

The salvage excavation at Tappe Qeshlaq Chel-Amiran lead to iden-
tify a site attributed to the Chalcolithic period in the highland be-
tween the east of Central Zagros and the southern Lake Urmiah ba-
sin. Although a cultural relationship between two areas was already
proved, but available information intermediate about the areas was
not too much. Tappe Qeshlaq is a site located in the middle of a
valley with the same name as a natural corridor indicating the cul-
tural interactions of the given regions during the Chalcolithic period.
This site, in which over 12 meters of deposit from different phases
of the Chalcolithic period was identified, is includes five cultural
periods and shows a non-stop 2000-year-long existence according
the Dalma culture indexes in the lowest deposit and the works of
Godin VI/VII type in the highest deposit until the end of the Chal-
colithic in central Zagros. During the Chalcolithic period numerous
finds such as sphere, cone, disc, oval, hyperbola and other unique
geometric shapes were found most of which have half-baked due
to burning among the rubbish, and that may be the reason why they
have lasted for such a long time. Other archeological data show that
the economy was dependent mostly upon farming, hunting wild ani-
mals and catching the aquatics rather than agriculture. Of the various
reasons one could mention is the special environmental condition,
fairly cold and dry steppe climate and the low soil fertility. It seems
that some of the needed things were imported from the neighboring
areas through exchange while most of the finds proving trade and
exchange, although stamp seals with geometric figures show a re-
gional function of the site. Of the hunted animals, wild donkey and



