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Abstract

Vigol Archaeological Site is one of the largest historic-Islamic sites
in Isfahan province with an area of about 450 hectares. In addition to
architectural structures, a significant amount of pottery can be seen
scattered on the surface of this ancient site. The present study, while being
aware of the importance of the site and its pottery, especially in the early
and middle Islamic era, only considers the study of Sassanid pottery.
Thus the question arises as to the typological status and classification of
Sassanid pottery in Vigol and how its pottery shapes can be compared
with other Sassanid sites. Also, what is the variety of decorations used in
the pottery of this site? For this purpose, from the total amount of pottery
collected in the systematical study the site in 2007, 98 pieces of Sassanid
pottery were selected to answer the above questions in detail. The research
method of this paper is descriptive-analytical. Thus, first, the description of
the site is explained and then the typology, classification, and chronology
are given. The results of this study showed that evidence only included
simple and unglazed species. Formally, these potteries include a variety of
bowls, bins, jars, vats, pots, flat, trays, lids, and handles, which with other
Sassanid areas of the west, northeast, south, and center of the plateau Iran is
comparable. In terms of decorations, the pottery of this area shows various
examples such as additional decoration, excised, engraved decoration,
impressed decoration, and combined decoration types. However, what is
very significant in the decorations of Sassanid Vigol pottery is the variety
of decorative stamped designs, which indicates the prevalence of a local
tradition in creating such designs.

Keywords: Aran and Bidgol, Vigol, Sassanid Pottery, Typology,
Classification, Chronology.
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Introduction

There is no mention of the names of Aran and Bidgol in historical sources,
and most of the available information is from the early Islamic centuries
such as Tarikh-e-Ghom (see Qomi, 2006) and Tabagat Al-Muhadasin bel
Esbahan Val Vardein Elaiha (see, Esfahani, 1992) of the 4th century AH.
Also mentioned is the famous Qaside- Nunyeh (the ballade of Nunyeh) by
Al-Rawandi al-Qasani from the 6th century, in which there is a mention of
Kashan, Vigol, Haraskan, Anush-Abad, and other some other settlements
(see, Al-Rawandi, 1955).

Early Islamic sources also do not contain information about the
historical period of Aran and Bidgol. In this regard, scholars rely on only
archaeological evidence. In research entitled “Pottery and Archeological
of Kashan”, Sarokhani and Ahmadi introduced the historical sites of
Kashan in general (Heydari and Sarukhani, 2016). To date, no research
has focused solely on data from the historic period of Aran and Bidgol.
Recently, research entitled ““ Sassanian pottery of Tesmijan, Kashan: A
Study of Surface Materials™ has been conducted. In this research, typology,
classification, and chronology studies have been done on Sassanid period
pottery from Tasmijan site located in Sefid-Shahr (see Asgarnejad and
Javeri, 2021). Therefore, the investigation of the archaeological evidence
of Vigol, especially its pottery, helps to know more about the history of the
central plateau of Iran during the Sassanid era.

According to previous research, the cultural sequence of this site
starts from the Sassanid era and continues until seven centuries (Selujah
period) (Krimian and Javari, 2010: 69). Also some architectural structures
of the Sassanid era such as its fireplace are among the most well-known
monuments of Vigol. Thus, previous archaeological studies and fieldwork
have mostly focused on this structure. Considering its pottery, most of
the studies include data documentation, statistical studies, and pottery
distribution statistics in major sites of eastern and western Vigol (see
Javari, 2011). This article seeks to classify, typology, and chronology of the
Sasanian pottery of Vigol to investigate the characteristics of the Sassanid
pottery of this region from the center of the Iranian plateau, which has been

neglected in the studies conducted around Vigol.

Discussion
The study of Vigol pottery is based on the data obtained from the
methodical survey of this site. In this survey, which was conducted on an

area of 130 hectares and tabulated with 50 x 50 squares, 4905 pieces of
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cultural artifacts, which mainly include potsherds, were collected (Krimian
& Javari, 2010: 64). Chronologically, the lowest amount of potsherds this
site belongs to the Sassanid era and the early Islamic years, and the highest
amount of pottery to the 3rd and 4th centuries AH. And the Seljuk period.
However, the focus of this research is on the Sassanid pottery of Vigol

According to the preliminary studies, 98 pieces of Sassanid potsherds
were classified. The basic classification of data is based on the piece itself
and its shape. Thus, this collection includes 57 pieces of the rim (56%),
21 pieces of the body (20.58%), 4 pieces of base (3.92%), 2 pieces of rim-
handle (1.60%), 1 piece of neck and handle ( 1%), 3 pieces of the handle
(2.50%), 1 piece of rim-tubular (1%), 1 piece of tubular (1%) and 8 pieces
including the lid, tray, and flat (8%). Also, 70 pieces of this survey include
these shapes: 9 bowls (6.30%), 9 bins (6.30%), 20 jars (14%), 12 vats
(8.40%), 8 pots (5.60%), 2 Handles (2.10%), 2 tubular containers (0.7%),
2 flats (1.40%), 4 trays (2.80%) and 2 lids (1.40%).

These potteries mostly include simple unglazed pottery with everyday
usage where decoration is not important. However, there are also types of
excised, incised, impressed and stamped decorations. Most of the potsherds
are large and medium in size, and their rim shape is simple, striped, three-
sided, four-sided, rounded and ridged. These potsherds have dough in
buff, red and brown colors, they are wheel-made with a decent firing. The
temper includes minerals such as fine and coarse gravel, sand, lime, mica

and quartz and plants such as straw.

Conclusion

Based on comparative studies, it can be said that the pottery tradition that
has been prevalent in this region of the central plateau of Iran is related
to several regional and international Sassanid sites in their territory. It is
possible to compare the pottery of Vigol with these sited based on their
shape: the only example of the closed-mouthed bowl is with the Turang
Tepe and the open-mouthed bowls with Tasmijan, Khoncheh-Qaleh,
Sirom Shah, Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird and Bandian. Deep open-mouthed bins
with the Gorgan Wall, Turang-Tepe, Merv, Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird, and Abu
Sarifah, and an open and shallow bin with the Gorgan Wall, Merv, and
Sirom Shah. Clouth-mouthed jars with Turang-Tepe, Merv, Shirkoh,
Mah-Neshan, Hegmataneh, Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird, Sanqar, and Keliai sites.
Necked jars with Turang Tepe, Tepe Kehriz, Bandian, Sirom Shah, and
Yazdgerd Castle sites. Closed-mouth vats with Turang-tepe, Tepe Qazaan,
Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird, Sonqor, and Abu Sarifeh; Necked vats with Tepe-Qale
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Darb-Atash, Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird, Qasr-e-Abu-Nasr, Sonqor, and Qal‘eh-i
Yazdigird. Pots with Turang-tepe, Mah-Nashan and Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird.
Other pottery forms such as flats, trays, and lids can be compared with
Qasr-e-Abu-Nasr. The containers with handles and tubular are similar to
the areas of Oltan Qalasi, Gorgan Wall, and Qasr-e-Abu-Nasr. Disc bases
are comparable to Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird and flat bases to Gorgan Wall.

Pottery Vigol shows a significant variety of decorations. Incised wavy
and nail-like decorations comparable to Qal‘eh-i Yazdigird, excised rope-
shaped motifs comparable to Sirom Shah, and an example of an excised
curved motif with Tepe-Armak. Stamp motifs show more diversity than
other decorations. Some designs such as geometrics or motifs similar to
some grains, and round motifs can be compared with the Sassanid sites in
the southeast of Tehran province, Chal-Tarkhan, Mes-Aynak, and Tal Abu-
Sarifeh. Patterns such as arch-like semi-circles and heart-shaped have not
been observed and they seem to be among the unique designs of this area.
Hence, it can be said that the Stamped decorations in Vigol, unlike other
decorative aspects, followed a local tradition. Especially considering this
point, similar heart-shaped decorations have been used in a part of the fire
temple wall of this site.
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