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Abstract

The Bisotun plain is one of the most important areas in western Iran
where archaeologists have discovered many sites and monuments from
prehistoric to Islamic time. During the Sassanid period, many During
the Sassanid period, many works were established in Kermanshah were
established in Bisotun region. The German and Iranian archaeologists
have dated Sasanian buildings and monuments to the reign of Kosrow II
(590-628 A.D). Bisotun plain is located along an important military and
trade route connected the western and eastern parts of Sasanin empire.
Obviously, it is necessary to build huge bridge on two permanent rivers of
the area (Gamasiab, Zardab and Dinavarab) for military and trade proposes.
Bisotun’s bridge or Pol-e Bisotun, Pol-e Khosrw and Pol-e Ghozivand are
Sasanian bridges in Bisotun that left unfinished without clear reason at that
time. Bisotun’s bridge is located on the north east of the city of bisotun, on
the Dinavarab River. This briadge is 144 m in length and 7/60 m in width,
including bases, openings, backups, passage and floor. Three bases have
rectangular profile while the others bases have triangular cutwater, inside
part of the bases have made of rubble and mortar, the facade has made of
stone blocks, put on each other precisely. Based on the typology of the
pottery, the potteries found at Bisotun’s bridge can be subdivided in four
primary groups: plain without glaze, decorated without glaze, monochrome
glazed and polychrome glazed, then they were divided into diverse kinds.
The pottery pieces belong to the restorers groups of this bridge and nomad
groups in the Ilkhanid period.

Keywords: Bisotun, Bisotun’s Bridge, Islamic Periods, Pottery Typology.
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Introduction

Kleiss, Luschey and Golzari have done some archaeological studies on the
Bisotun’s bridge in 90th decade, as the result of mentioned studies four
openings recognized and this bridge was attributed to Safavid. The first
excavation season was conducted by Yousef Moradi in 2001, the excavation
results indicated that the bridge bases was built in Sasanian period, but
the construction process stop just like other Sasanid construction projects
for example Farhad Tarash, Pol e Khosrow, the Gamasab retaining wall
and Khosrow palace in Bisotun plain. In the next season of archaeological
excavations (2002 by Y.Moradi) the fifth opening, Ilkhanid lime and brick
processing kilns were discovered. The third season of excavation was
conducted by the Mozhgan Khanmoradi in 2008, the excavation focused
on east and northeast parts of the bridge resulting in the recognition of sixth
opening on the east end, a thick wall with 23/30 m length was discovered
on the northeast, it seems that it was used to transfer water to upstream
fields. The excavation results indicated that the Bisotun’s bridge bases
was built in Sasanian period, but the construction process stop just like
other Sasanid construction projects in Bisotun plain. Unfinished Bisotun’s
bridge was completed in the 10 century AD. Then this bridge repaired
in Ilkhanid and Safavid periods. A number of pottery pieces (glazed and
unglazed potsherds) have been discovered from the excavation of this site
that has been left unstudied.

This research will attempt to answer these questions: What is the
variation of ceramic types at Bisotun’s bridge and which period they are
dating? Who owns the pottery in this site? The present research adopts a
descriptive and analytical approach in both fieldwork and bibliographical
studies. Related data were gathered through library research from previous
publications and were used as compare and in analysing the pottery
fragments excavated from Bisotun’s bridge. Main goal of this paper
are survey and analysis pottery of this bridge include technic, type and
decorated. Also in this paper, author try to identify connection with produce
centers in Bisotun plain or other regions and chronology of potteries. The
author use in investigating various types of recovered potsherds through
of archaeological excavation, and analysis them for technics, forms and
decorations. A total of 512 pieces of pottery were collected in the study of
the 3th season excavation. The present study was classified 91 stratigraphic
fragments, typology and finally chronology.

Based on the typology of the pottery, the potteries found at Bisotun’s
bridge can be subdivided in four primary groups: plain without glaze,



N\

?fg{:ﬁ v @ Vol. 12, No. 35, Winter 2023

/

decorated without glaze, monochrome glazed and polychrome glazed,
then they were divided into diverse kinds. However, buffer ware is the
most common monochrome without glaze. The decorated without glaze
potteries include potteries with incised, stamped decorations, applied
decoration molded types, additionally inscribed pottery. The most common
designs are scale, linear or finger cordage in one row and wavy designs.
Also, among the potteries that are without glaze and decoration, potteries
with carvings were found with a considerable frequency. Around 91%
of total amount of potsherds are unglazed ones, as the most amount of
findings. The decorated without glaze potteries is very similar to the
same type is reported also as findings of Islamic sites of Bisotun plain
for example Ilkhanid Caravansary, Mongol building on the bank of the
Gamasab and Median fortress. It seems that the pottery of these foure areas
was produced in a pottery kiln in Bisotun plain. Potteries are in small or
medium sizes. Potteries have tempered with fine mineral, coarse sand, lime
and straw. The Glazed samples include four main groups of monochrome,
incised through Slip Ware (Sgraffiato), painting under glaze (pottery with
black under drawing or Ghalam Meshki) and blue and white ceramics.
Monochrome glazed potteries include potteries with Turquoise glaze,
Green glaze and incised designs under glazed. In addition, these wares
come with clayey or frit paste.

Conclusion

One common way to identify the presence or absence of communication
between cultural communities in neighbouring areas is to compare their
cultural artefacts with each other. These types of potteries show the cultural
relations with other neighbouring and distant regions (Table 1-4). The
potteries of Bisotun’s bridge compare with pottery of other Islamic sites
for example Ilkhanid Caravansary in Bisotun, Mongol building on the bank
of the Gamasab (Bisotun), Sultaniyya plain, Samen, Ojan, Zolfaabad Site
of Farahan, Hasanlu, Takht e Suliman, Zino Abad (Hamedan), Arzanfud
(Hamedan), Hegmataneh (Hamedan), Tahyagh (Markazi province),
Asavehe (Kurdestan), welab e Famenin, Ban Zardeh (Kermanshah), Neyriz
Plain, Kul tape (Hamedan), Siraf, Nishabur and Anda-jin (Hamedan).
Based on the analysis, the pottery set found in Bisotun’s bridge of can
be dated to the Ilkhanid period. In other words, the similarities suggest
intra-regional and inter-regional interaction of Bisotun’s bridge site.
Although Islamic pottery is known in some areas of western Iran such as
Hamedan, but in Kermanshah province the knowledge of pottery is little.
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Therefore, the introduction of pottery in this area is useful in identifying
Islamic pottery in Kermanshah province. This bridge was restored during
the Ilkhanid period. The pottery pieces belong to the restorers groups of
this bridge and nomad groups in the Ilkhanid period. Because the pottery
pieces were also associated with a lot of charcoal, animal bones, Ilkhanid
broken brick.
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Fig. 2. Drawing Unglazed pottery (Author,
2021).
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Tab. 1. Specifications of selected Unglazed
pottery (Author, 2021).
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Fig. 3. Molded pottery (Author, 2021).
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Fig. 4. Drawing of pottery with applied
decoration (Author, 2021).
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Fig. 5. Drawing of selection of glazed pottery
(Author, 2021).
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Fig. 6. Selection of Sgraffiato pottery (Author,
2021).
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Tab. 3. Specifications of selected glazed

pottery (Author, 2021).
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Tab. 4. Specifications of Sgraffiato pottery
(Author, 2021).
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