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Abstract

The Seljuq period is one of the most brilliant artistic periods of Iran. At
this period, the cities of Isfahan, Marv, Nishapur, Herat, and Ray were
gathering places for artists and artisans. The Jame’ Mosque of Isfahan
is one of the religious, political, and artistic places in different periods,
including Seljuq period. Most of the information about the formation and
developments of the mosque is based on the excavation that was fulfilled
during mosque restoration by the Italian delegation “ISMEQO”. Part of the
excavation findings related to different kinds of pottery including: glazed
slip, Sgraffito, Lustre, pottery with monochrom glaze and decorated with
underglaze painted, finally Mina’i, blue, white, and silhouette potteries.
Among these kinds of potteries, two cases of Mina’i wares are selected
to study and compare with Varqa o Golsah pictures, and authors try to
analyze them in terms of composition and form. The aim of this research
is identity and visual analysis of Mina’i wares motifs of the Jame’ Mosque
of Isfahan and their relevance with Varqa o Golsah pictures. The research
question is, what has been the usage of form and composition in the Mina’i
wares of the mosque and Varqa o Gol$ah pictures in the Seljuq period?
This article is based on library data gathering and field studying with a
descriptive-analytical method. In conclusion, Studies suggest that the
Mina’i wares designing method has been influenced by sheet versions of
the Seljuq period. Likewise, there is a clear connection between Varqa o
Golsah pictures and Mina’i wares pictures in terms of photofit technique,
designing, and composition.

Keywords: Mina’i Ware, The Jame’ Mosque of Isfahan, Varqa o Golsah,
Comparative Studies, Form, Composition.

1. This version is in the library of Topkapi Sarayi in Istanbul in tank number 841 (Tajvidi, 1973: 85).
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Introduction
Mina’i wares or seven-color pottery is one of the methods of decorating
pottery in the second half of the 6th and early 7th century AH whose motifs,
to some extent, express the social, economic and artistic conditions of that
period. The Seljuk period is one of the most important literary and artistic
periods in Iran. The great sultans of this period were great supporters of
the art of pottery and brought together the craftsmen in the cities of Merv,
Nishapur, Herat, Ray, Isfahan, Kashan, Jurjan and etc. in their workshops.
One of the important achievements of the potters at the end of this period
was the invention of enameled pottery that was produced in centers such
as Kashan, Ray, Saveh, each of which had its own style, which apparently
was exported to other places in addition to domestic consumption. and
some of them may have helped potters from other regions to produce
similar samples. During ten seasons of archaeological excavations by the
Italian team of ISMEO, headed by Umberto Serato and Eugenio Galdiri
(1349 to 1357 Hijri), In Isfahan Jame’ Mosque, a huge collection of pottery
has been obtained, which, unlike the detailed architectural studies of the
building, has received less attention, so the authors, after photographing
and recording the initial information about the pottery, two pieces of pottery
Mina’i has been chosen to check and compare with the images of
Varga o Golsah. The purpose of this research is to analyze and compare
the composition and form of the of Mina’i wares motifs of Isfahan Jame’
Mosque, with the images of Varqa o Golsah (Topkapi Museum with
registration number 841). The research question is, what has been the usage
of form and composition in the Mina’i wares of the mosque and Varqa o
Golsah pictures in the Seljuq period? This article is based on library data
gathering and field studying with a descriptive-analytical method. which
is examined and analyzed with a comparative approach in terms of the
composition of motifs and the form used on them.

Research Methodology

The present research has collected data using the descriptive-analytical
method,. And the main focus of this research is to match the designs of
two pieces of enameled pottery of Jame Mosque in Isfahan Two Pictures
of Varga o Golsah. In terms of form and composition, they are compared

1. This version is in the library of Topkapi Sarayi in Istanbul in tank number 841 (Tajvidi, 1973: 85).
* This article is from the PhD thesis, written by Masuomeh Barsam by the title “Classification and
analysis of painted glazed potteries of the Isfahan Jame’ Mosque from the beginning of the Islamic
period to the end of the Timurid period” First supervisor: Ahmad Salehi Kakhki and Second supervisor:
Fariba Saeedi Anaraki.
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and analyzed to determine their similarities and differences. The method
of collecting information is library and field studies (presence at the
place, photography and visiting museums). The statistical population of
this research is based on the selection of six samples of enamel pottery
available in museums with the aim of knowing the differences between
these pottery and the enamel pottery of Isfahan Jame Mosque.

Discussion

In this article, for the purpose of comparison, only the images that can
be compared and matched with the enameled pottery of Isfahan Jame’
Mosque in terms of form and composition of motifs have been used. In the
composition of the Minai pieces of Isfahan Jame’ Mosque, human motifs
are drawn in groups and individually, round faces can be seen in different
situations along with the holy aura around their heads. According to the
type of application, their dimensions and shape are different, these pottery
are classified in two groups...., human and plant motifs, in terms of the
form of motifs, which are plant motifs as a secondary role next to human
motifs and as elemental motifs. Filler is used in the overall composition
of motifs. Analytical comparison of the enameled pottery of the Isfahan
Jame’ Mosque with the paintings of Varqa o Golsah versions Based on the
research conducted between the images of the Jame’ Mosque enameled
pottery and the paintings of Varqa o Golsah versions, regarding their
structural characteristics, symmetrical and reciprocal traditions are evident
in the spatialization of photos and images. Human figures in pottery have
the same visual value. In other words, in terms of form, the figures have a
deep connection with the elements on the page and are not separate from
each other. The way of coloring the human figures in the as well as in
the Varqa o Golsah, is such that a wide range of innovative and bright
colors have been used. The aspects of similarity are more in the patterns
of face painting and the way of styling hair, drawing eyebrows, covering
and turban. The decorative arrays and space creation in the pictures are
horizontal according to the space of the page. But in pottery, it is drawn
centrally in the circular space of the bottom of the container

Conclusion

The results obtained from the analysis of motifs indicate that in both
groups of The mentioned works, the decorative elements are very similar.
The arrangement of the images in Varqa o Golsah is formed according to
the space and concept of the story, for this reason; The variety of characters
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in terms of face, body shape and color of clothes is great In general, the
images and motifs of the enameled pottery are similar to the illustrated
reproductions from the point of view of the theme and form of the motifs,
with the difference that this time it was done on ceramic surfaces. The
analysis and comparison of these pottery with the illustrated copies of
their contemporaries, shows the same pictorial language and thus confirms
the formation of these works under the influence of the unit art school
and common artists. But it is important to note that the images on the
earthenware, due to the shape of the container and the limitation of the
surfaces of these containers, It doesn’t have it, and most of the details of
the motifs are removed, and in terms of coloring, they don’t have much

color variety compared to the images of the versions
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Fig. 1. Figl.The role of three women in the
center dish (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 2. Entourage around the center character
of the dish (URL. 1).
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Fig. 3. Pottery No. 2: The role of a young
woman in the center of the dish (Authors.
2022)
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Fig. 4. Asample of the figure’s dress attributed
to the Seljuk period, late 12 century AD.
(URL 2).
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Fig. 5. The role of single and paired man in

the enamel and metal pottery of the Seljuk
period (Authors, 2022).
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Table 1. Examples of plant motifs in the enamelware (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 7. No. 1: Varqa o Golsah at the teacher -
Seljuq school (URL 9).
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Fig. 8. Meeting of Varqa o Golsah (URL. 10).
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Fig. 9. Candlestick in picture number 2 and
silver brass candlestick, Khorasan 1220-1240
AD (URL. 11).
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Table 2. Matching the shape of the halo
around the head (Authors, 2022).
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Table 3. The composition and arrangement
of the figures in the terracotta of the Jame
Mosque and the versions of . Varqa o Golsah
(Authors, 2022).
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Table 4. The sitting figures in the mosque’s
enameled terracotta and the paintings of
Varqa o Gol§ah (Authors, 2022).
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Table 5. Composition and arrangement in enameled pottery and Varqa o Golsah paintings (Authors, 2022).
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Table 6. Commonalities and distinctions in enamel dishes and Varqa o Golsah (Authors, 2022).
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