Bu-Ali Sin
University

.@. .‘33

Iranian Scientific ®

Archaeological \ z
Association —

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Vol. 12, No. 35, Winter 2023

P. ISSN: 2345-5225 & E. ISSN: 2345-5500
Homepage: https://nbsh.basu.ac.ir/

1. M.A. Conservation and Restoration of
cultural- historical objects, Department of
Conservation and Archaeometry Faculty
of Cultural Materials Conservation, Tabriz
Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran.

2. Assciate Professor, Department of
Conservation and Archaeometry Faculty
of Cultural Materials Conservation,

Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran
(Corresponding Author).

Email: m.razani@tabriziau.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of
Archaeology, Faculty of Cultural Materials
Conservation, Tabriz Islamic Art University,
Tabriz, Iran.

Citations: Nemani Khiyavi, L.; Razani, M. &
Haydari Babakamal, Y., (2023), “The Study of
Tomb Tower Attributed to Shaikh Haydar from
Meshkin Shahr. Iran (Architecture, Decorations
And Historical Attribution)”. Pazhoheshha-ye
Bastan Shenasi Iran, 12 (35): 305-340. (doi:
10.22084/nb.2022.25189.2411).

Homepage of this Article: https:/nbsh.basu.
ac.ir/article_5066.html?lang=en

PAZHOHESH-HA-YE BASTANSHENASI IRAN
Archaeological Researches of Iran
Journal of Department of Archacology, Faculty of Art and

Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran.

Publisher: Bu-Ali Sina University. All rights
reserved.

@Copyrighl©2022, The Authors. This open-
access article is published under the terms of
the Creative Commons.

The Study of Tomb Tower Attributed to Shaikh
Haydar from Meshkin Shahr (Architecture,
Decorations & Historical Attribution)

Nemani Khiavi, L.!, Razani, M.?, Haydari Babakamal, Y.}

4. https://dx.doi.org/10.22084/NB.2022.25189.2411
Received: 2021/11/10; Accepted: 2022/03/15
Type of Article: Research
Pp: 305-340

Abstract

Recognizing the primary nature and verifying the attribution of religious
tombs in Iran is a challenging issue because, in many of them, there is
no reliable evidence that can accurately determine the nature of the tomb,
in other words, the building is attributed to either name of a historical
personality (mistakenly) or is denominated by the name of the city which
is placed. Among them, can mention the tomb attributed to Sheikh Haidar
in Meshkinshahr, Ardabil province, which was known as the tomb of
Sheikh Haidar, but today, referring to historical documents and books,
it’s been more than a century that the attribution of this tomb has been
considered suspicious. The purpose of this research is a historical and
stylistic inspection with a historical evolution approach to finding the
originality, history, type of structure, used materials, date of restoration,
and reconstruction. In the present study, which is analytical, descriptive,
and based on field and library, in addition to determining the identity of the
founders of the building and its attribution in various historical sources,
Also doing comparative studies with similar works in Iran and abroad, the
Construction date of the monument is been estimated. Studies prove that
the building dates back to the Ilkhanid period and beyond; Reading the
inscription of the building and also the date of Sheikh Haidar’s death do
not correspond to each other, so it seems that the hypothesis is that Sheikh
Haidar’s body was buried in this building for some time until finally
another part of the body was transferred from Tabasaran village of Russia
to present-day Iran. And in general, it will be buried in the collection of
Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili, it will be strengthened.

Keywords: Tomb Tower, Meshkin Shahr, Safavid Era, Shaikh Haydar,
Architectural Decorations.
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Introduction
Reviewing the history of different nations has shown the change in human
goals and skills, and all of this can be found in architecture (Pope, 2008: 52),
besides that, different religions use the art for expansion and sustainability.
(Wilber, 2013: 27), Tombs of prominent personalities are one of its
appearances, which have always had a high place in religions and burial
traditions of different regions of Iran and neighboring regions. Beforehand
of Islam, based on archeological evidence, there were burials in different
types, such as the use of rock tombs (Raghi, 2013: 82), and various burial
methods based on the diversity of beliefs. Although the presence of stone
or brick tombs on the graves of kings and great personalities has been
reported in the pre-Islam era However, specific tower-shaped or square
tombs became common in the Islamic period, especially from the Seljuk
period onwards. Azarbaijan region in the northwest of Iran has played an
important role in the development of tower tombs. Its origin lies in the
rule of the Mughal patriarchs and this government’s interest in sheikhs and
Sufis considering the spread of Sufism in this region, especially Ardabil
province, the reason for the number of tomb towers in this region is clearly
evident. The tomb of Sheikh Haider, located in the old city cemetery place,
is one of these tower tombs, which has different and sometimes conflicting
opinions regarding the date of its construction. The only relatively accurate
information about the history of the tower-mausoleum comes from reading
the inscription and the date engraved on the traces of the headstone tiles by
Abdullah Quchani; The construction date of the building according to the
remains of the inscriptions on the mosaic tiles on the plaster of the entrance
door is “«731) 7 «alerrw 5 3595 5 saa) AH) (Hosseini, 2007: 64 and 65).

Although the construction date of the building was around the middle
of the 8th century A.H., however, it seems that additions and architectural
decorations related to the post-patriarchal period were also added to it.
Based on this, the main challenge is to put all this information together
and observe a historical course so that the origin of these doubts may be
determined and there will be a decisive answer to all the questions. Another
important issue is the study of architectural features, decorations, and
materials used in addition to comparative studies with similar examples in
order to provide a more accurate relative chronology of construction.

Research questions: 1- How do the existing historical, archeological,
and architectural evidence help to solve the ambiguities of the chronology
of the tomb attributed to Sheikh Haider?

2- What is the architectural style used in the tomb tower attributed
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to Sheikh Haider based on the study of architectural characteristics and
related architectural decorations?

Main Text

From the historical and comparative studies carried out on the building
of Sheikh Haider, it is important that in the 6th to 8th centuries A.H., the
pattern of the tower of the tombs in the northwestern region of Iran and
Azarbaijan was similar and in the map of the building, Materials and
architectural decoration are very similar. The domes used in these buildings
are flat, metal, or brick, double-layered, single-layered, or conical. They
are often circling on the outside and regular polygon on the inside and
are built with stone foundations and brick walls. Implementation of the
tile method is widely used and is carried out alongside the brick. The use
of brick is more essential than other materials. The building’s kufi lines,
the use of holy names in decorations, and the inscription around the head
are common characteristics of this building. Therefore, it can be said that
Sheikh Haider’s monument is the same age as the studied building in the
sixth to eighth centuries A.H in the Azarbaijan region, which has similar
structural and decorative features. This article is a comparative study
of examples similar to Sheikh Haider’s tomb tower in the northwestern
region of Iran and neighboring regions in the period from the 6th to the
9th century AH. Another case was the uncertainty about the attribution of
the building and its connection with Sheikh Haider Safavi, which was the
discovery of a yellow-gray tombstone measuring 110 x 26 cm belonging to
Sheikh Haider Safavi with the date of war (1388 AD, 1387 AD, and 1483
AD)., was killed (9 July 2008 AD) which were discovered in a search of
the village of Tinit in Tabasaran, cleared the ambiguities.

Conclusion

Study of the building of Sheikh Haider, which has been known for many
years due to the short-term burial of some parts of the body of Sheikh Haider
Safavid, and the comparison with similar examples, revealed that there is a
connection between the forms of the building, Sheikh Haider’s command to
uniform the clothes of Qizilbash soldiers. Regular 12-sided, having a gold
dome and Quranic verse of Fath tiling in the body). Other studies showed
that the building was built during the time of the Ilkhans and rebuilt by
the same government. Comparison with other similar buildings also shows
the influence of the Sufism school in Azarbaijan and Nakhchivan region
in the 8th and 9th centuries A.H. and the roundness of the outside and the
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inside of the polygon, the emphasis on greater height, the presence of the
use of brick materials and brick hoods. Glazed (combination brick and
tile with calligraphy method “magqali”) for the purpose of writing masonry
inscriptions with the words of Allah (emphasis on the concepts of Sufism)
next to the mosaic inscriptions in the front or entrance facade, is one of
their common characteristics. The two-part structure (the basement and the
dome space) was first observed in the Seljuk samples and then modeled
in the Ilkhanid period. The eastern or northern entrance with a Moqrans
facade, mosaic tiles, materials used in the foundation and dadoes, brick
in the body, the presence of raised entrance, all kinds of inscriptions and
geometric motifs are characteristic of Seljuk and Ilkhanid buildings.
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Fig 1. Image of the inscription dated read
by Abdullah Guchani (Archive of the
cultural and handicraft heritage and tourism
organization of the Ardabil province, 2019).
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Fig 2. Sheikh Haider’s Tomb Tower’s
Location in Meshkinshahr city (Aerial photo
by: Mehdi Sadeghi Rad, 2015).
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Fig 3. Documentary images of Sheikh
Haider’s building The last century: the
western side of Sheikh Haider’s building in
1305 (Pope, 1387: 343): The western side of
Sheikh Haider’s building in 1363 (Wilber,
1969: 175); the western side Sheikh Haider

building (Fateme-Panah, 1400).
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Fig 4. facade, cross-section and plan of the
tomb of Sheikh Haider Meshkin Shahr (Haji
Ghasemi et al., 2009: 68).
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Fig 5. The Building and plan of the tomb of

Zainal Beyk (Blair & Bloom, 2005: 66).



N\

/

s Gy Bydlog 1 (ABID Sled B S D
OBA) gy Ay p3 adyy Sy claaijy, g

(Vo0
Fig 6. Interior view of Sheikh Haider tomb
tower and openings used in the body of the
tower (Authors, 1400).
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Fig 7. General view of the decorations of the
mausoleum tower Sheikh Haider (Authors,
1400).
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Fig 8. The brick work pattern and execution
The construction line in the body of Sheikh
Haider’s building (Authors, 2019).
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Fig 9. General view of the building, plan
and decorations of the blue dome Varzeghan
(Yousfi et al., 2016: 42).
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Fig 10. General view, plan and decorations
of Bardea Tower (Tavakkoli & Cinmarasl,
2019: 264).
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Fig 11. The Building plan of Sheikh Safiuddin
Ardabili and the drawing of inscription on
tiles and bricks (Magheli) (Hosseini, 1387:
64).
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Fig 12. The combination of brick and tiles
Creating Kufic inscriptions similar to the
tomb tower of Sheikh Haider (Eskici et al.,
2008: 19).
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Fig 13. General view of Mirkhatun tomb
tower Salmas (Pope, 1387: 342) belongs to the
collection Sorgiun’s pictures, 1379: 84).
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Fig 14. Materials and stone decorations of
the tower of Sheikh Haider Meshkinshahr
(Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 15. Tile decorations as a belt in the top of
Tower and the around the entrance of Sheikh
Haider tomb, MeshkinShahr (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 16. Tile decorations on the Muqrans
inside the niche, an altar-like of Tower
Sheikh Haider’s (Authors 2019).
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Fig. 17. Exterior view of Allah Allah Tower
(Hosseini, 1387: 64)
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Fig. 18. Combination of glazed tiles and
bricks in Sheikh Haider’s tomb and creation
of Kufic inscription (Mousavi et al., 1389: 68).
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Fig. 20. Tile inscription above the northern
gate Sheikh Haider Tomb Tower (Archive of
Cultural Heritage (Ardabil Province, 2019).
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Fig 22. Interior view of the tomb tower of
Zainal Beyk and its Mogharnas gypsum
decorations (Mansouri Caghan Kesin, 2012:
367).
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Fig 23. damaged part and restoration of the
body Sheikh Haider’s building (Ali Khan’s
pictures collection, 1290 AH: 68; Belonging to
the archive: Rasul Fani).

aflpo y9-0 & 12 0N 9 L (S (sLed YF S

AOY YA (o g u“*""@ )
Fig. 24. General view of the building and plan
of Maragheh Round Tower (Haji Ghasemi et
al., 1389: 52).
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Fig. 25. A: A view of the building and plan of
the three-domed tower Urmia (Haji Ghasemi
et al., 1389: 52).
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Fig. 25. B: Mogharnas Plaster inside The
three domes of Urmia (Kazemi, 1396: 115).
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Fig. 26. A: The word “Muhammad” in in the
column-like on the the Kufic style sides of
Ghaffarieh dome (Kazemi, 1396: 104).
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Fig.26.B: Aview of the Mogharnas decoration
Above the entrance gate of Ghaffarieh Dome
(Kazemi, 2016: 104).
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Tab. 1. Comparison of the Towers of Similar
Tombs with the Sheikh Haider tower in the
Seljuk period from the perspective of stricture
and building decorations (Authors, 1400)
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Tab. 2. Comparison of similar mausoleum towers with Sheikh Haydar Tower in the 8" and 9" centuries A.H. From the point of view of structure

and dependent arrays (Authors, 1400).
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